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LAKEHEAD UNIVERSITY 
DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 

Political Science 4615 FAO 
Global Political Economy 

  

Dr. S. Serajul Islam                                                                                           Fall 2025 
Office:  OA 3024                                                                                      
Telephone: 705-330-4008/2699                                                                                                                          

• Consultation: students may contact me through the course e-mail or via my personal Lakehead University e-mail 

• account: sislam2@lakeheadu.ca 
  
  
INTRODUCING MYSELF 
Hi, everyone! Welcome to the course on Introduction to Political Science. Before getting into the course outline, I want to briefly introduce myself. 
This is Dr. Islam, Professor of Political Science at Lakehead University. I graduated with my doctorate, Ph.D. from McGill University. Since 
obtaining my doctorate, I have been teaching this course and courses in international law and politics. I have taught at many universities in many 
countries of the world. I have written 9 books and nearly 80 articles in internationally reputable journals.  If you would like to know more about 
me, please visit my bio on the Political Science website of Lakehead University. 
Let’s now go through the course outline 
  
OBJECTIVES AND CONTENT: 
  
This is a seminar course. The purpose of the course is to examine the theory and practice of international political economy.  We will first explain the different 

approaches to international political economy and then we will survey the history of international political economy.  At the end we will explore some of the 

major issues of contemporary international economy.  Above all, this course aims to develop intellectual skills associated with clear critical thinking and the 

precise analysis of empirical material within theoretical frameworks. 
  
  

 
  

mailto:sislam2@lakeheadu.ca
https://www.lakeheadu.ca/users/I/sislam2/node/16171


2 
 

TEACHING METHODOLOGY: 

 
 Lectures, text book, and  discussions 
  
  
TEXT BOOK: 
  
Robert O’Brien and Marc Williams. Global Political Economy (Bloomsbury Academic: 2022) for all lectures.  $71.60 
  
Marking Scheme 

Tests Dates Time Mark 

Mid Term Test Opens on October 25 6 a.m. and submit by October 25, 10 a.m. EST 52 hrs. 40% 

Final Exam 
OR RESEARCH PAPER 

Opens on December 9 25, 6 a.m. & submit  by December 11, 10a.m .EST 
Submit by December 11, 10 a.m. 

52 hrs. 
or 
paper 
3 months 

40% 

Participation  and attendance 
 12 
weeks 

20% 

  
  
TEST AND EXAMINATION 
 Testing and Examinations 

You will find the test questions in the ASSIGNMENTS  

a. Key Points about Assessment 

 There are two exams: the mid-term and the final Examination. 
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• Both examinations will be taken online from any computer, even from your home. 
• Each examination must be taken on the assigned dates. 
• NO request for supplemental tests or alternative dates will be accepted, including ones concerning technical issues with your computer. 
• It is your responsibility to ensure you have access to a reliable system at all times throughout the term. 

b. Questions for the Exams 

Both the mid-term test and the final examination consist of essay-type questions. 

• You will have 52 hours to write the answers at home and submit the exam online. 
• You may have to answer some questions from your common sense. 
• The questions for the mid-term and the final exams are found in the Assignments on the course navigation bar. 
• Submit your answers in the Dropbox via submission before the due date and time, EST time zone. 

c. Content for the Exams 

• The mid-term exam will cover the materials discussed in the first six Lectures/modules and correspondence readings.. 
• The final exam will cover the materials discussed in Lectures/modules seven to twelve and correspondence readings. 

d. Time Management 

• Since the tests and exams are timed, spending time looking through your notes and textbook increases your risk of running short on time. 
• Time management is a part of the challenge in writing tests and exams! Use your time wisely!  

e. Question Release 

• The mid-term test questions will be released on October 23, at 6 a.m. EST.  Responses are due no later than October 25 at 10 a.m. EST.  
• The final exam questions will be released on December 9,  at 6 a.m. EST. Responses are due no later than December 11 at 10 a.m.. EST 

OR 

RESEARCH PAPER : 
Any student can opt for writing a research paper instead of writing the Final exam. The paper is due on December 8, 2022.  
RESEARCH PAPER TOPIC: 20-25 pages including notes and bibliography, double spaced typed. 
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Any issue of Global Political Economy with recent Data and Analysis 
  Write on: 
a. Theoretical Framework and the thesis: 
b. The Issue 
c.  Data Presentation 
d. Evaluation and analysis of Data 
e. Conclusion 
Please  Submit your EXAM answers or RESEARCH PAPER in the Dropbox via submission folder on the due date and time, EST. 
  

D. Modules/Readings Schedule 

1. About the Modules 

The modules are merely bullet points from my class lectures. 

• They are not explained in detail. 
• In order to understand the points in the modules and get full explanations of them, you need to read the book, any book on Global Political Economy 

2. Keep Up with the Assigned Readings 

It is imperative to keep up-to-date with the course readings. 

• The pre-mid-term period will cover Modules 1 through 6 -- and the corresponding readings from the textbook. 
• After the mid-term, the course will cover Modules 7 through 13 -- and the corresponding readings from the textbook(see the Testing and Examinations 

section above for more details). 
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3. Topics and Readings 

The Corresponding readings from the Text book do not necessarily match with the module. However, both are complementary. So, both are necessary. 

 
Modules/Readings Outline 

Dates Schedule Topic Readings 
Week 1 
Sept.4-Sept.11 

Topic 1 INTRODUCTION: POLITICAL Modules : 1 

 
ECONOMY 

 

Week 2 
Sep. 11-Sept.18 

Topic 2 Theoretical Perspectives Module 2 and  
Mercantilism Chapter,1: 5-10 

Week 3 
Sept.18-Sept.25 

 
Theoretical Perspectives Module 3 and 

Topic 3 Liberal Perspective Chapter 1:11-22 

Week 4 Sept. 25-Oct.2   Marxian Perspectives Module 4  and chapter 1: 23-,33 

Topic 4 
  

Week 5 
Oc.2- Oct.9  

 
Neo-Marxian Perspectives Module 5, and Chapter 

1: 34-41 
Topic 5 

  

 
Break Study Break Break 

Week 7 Topic 6   
Neo-Marxian: Modern World Systems Theory 
  
MID - TERM TEST Prepare &Write 
  
  

  
Module 6 
  
ON-LINE 3 essays 5 pages each double spaced 
(5x3=15) 
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Week 8 
Oct.23-

Oct..30___________________ 
Week 9 
Oct.30-Nov.6 
_______________________ 
Week 10 
Nov.6- Nov. 13 
________________________ 
Week 11  
Nov.13-Nov.20 
________________________ 
Week 12- 
Nov.20-Nov 27 
________________________ 
Week 13 Nov.27--

Dec.4                                
  
  
  
December 4- Dec 9 
  
  
Dec.9-De.11 

Topic 

7 
  
  
  
  
Topic 

8 
  
  
  
  
Topic 

9 
  
  
  
  
  
Topic 

10 
  
  
  
Topic 

11 
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
History of Global 

Political Economy 
  
  
  
  
Post 2nd World War 
Global Political 

Economy 
  
  
  
Contemporary 

Issues in Global 

Political Economy: 

TRADE 
  
  
  
Contemporary 

Issues in Global 

Political Economy: 

FINANCE 
Contemporary 

Issues in Global 

Political Economy 
INVESTMENT 
  
Global Political 

Economy of Gender, 

economic 

Module 7 and chapter 
3 and 4 
  
  
  
  
  
Modules 8, 9 and 

Chapter  5 
  
  
  
  
  
Module 10 and Chapters 

6 and 7 
  
  
  
  
  
Module 11, and 

Chapters 8 and 9 
  
  
  
  
Module 12 
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Topic 
  
 12 
  
  
  
Topic 

13 

development, 

environment and 

Security 
CONCLUSION: 

THE FUTURE 
  
  
FINAL 
EXAMINATION, 
Prepare & 
Write                

 Book Chapters 10-14 
  
  
  
  
  
Module 13 and 
Chapter 15 
  
  
ON-LINE 3 essays’ 5 
pages each double 
spaced (5x3=15)  
 or Research Paper 
20 pages 

  
  
                                                                                                                                             . 
  

  
ADDITIONAL REFERENCES 

  
  
Theodore Cohen, Global Political Economy (Longman). 
  
David N. Balaam and Michael Vested, International Political Economy (Toronto: Pearson) 
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Thomas D. Lairson and David Skidmore, International Political Economy. (Toronto: Harcourt Brace College Publishers). 
  
Joan E. Spero and Jeffrey A. Hart, The Politics of International Economic Relations.  (New York: St. Martin's Pres). 
  
C. Roe Goddard and Others, eds, International Political Economy.  (Boulder and Co., Westview  
Press). 
Beacher, et al. The Economic Approach to Public Policy. 
  
Banting, Keith (ed.). State and Economic Interests. 
  
Bates, Robert H. Essays on the Political Economy of Rural Africa. 
  
Clement and Williams (eds.). The New Canadian Political Economy. 
  
Dolbeare, Kenneth.  Democracy at Risk:  The Politics of Economic Renewal. 
  
Evans, Peter et al. Bringing the State Back In. 
  
Flora, P. and Heidanheiaer, A.J. (eds.).  The Development of Welfare State in Europe and America. 
  
Sough, Ian.  Government in Business. 
  
Hall, Peter.  Governing the Economy:  The Politics of State Intervention. 
  
Holt, Robert.  The Political Basis of Economic Development. 
  
Islam, Syed S. State and Economic Strategy (University Press Ltd.) 
  
Keohane, Robert O.  After Hegemony:  Cooperation and Discard in the World Political Economy. 
  
Kohil, Atul (ed.). The State and Development in the Third World. 
  
Lindblon, Charles E. Politics and Markets. 
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Moore, Barrington. Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy. 
  
O'Connor, James. The Fiscal Crisis of the State. 
  
Panitch. Leo.  The Canadian State. 
  
Prejor, Frederic L. A Guidebook to the Comparative Study of Economic Systems. 
  
Rothschild, K.W. Power in Economics. 
  
Schumpeter, J.A.  Capitalism, Socialism, and Democracy. 

Shonfield, Andrew.  In Defense of the Mixed Economy. 
  
Strange, Susan.  States and Markets:  An Introduction to International Political Economy. 
  
Tufte, E.  Political Control of the Economy. 
  
Whyner, David K. (ed.). What is Political Economy? 
 

Wilber, Charles K. The Political Economy of Development and Underdevelopment. 
 


