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Course Qutline

e An overview of family law in Canada (primarily in Ontario), theory and
procedure, including the political issues and controversies surrounding it.

e Lectures will deal with the following topics:

- Children’s Issues

- Child/Spousal Support

- Child Protection

- Divorce

- Matrimonial Property

- Domestic Contracts

- Co-Habitational Relationships

- Aboriginal People and Family Law

Textbook
Unpacking Family Law for Practitioner’s by Melanie Kraft and Adam Prewer. The
textbook costs $160.00 (Publisher’s quoted price)-available at Lakehead University

Bookstore

Course Requirements and Evaluation

Mid-term Examination (March 3).........ocoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeenes 20% (Mandatory)
Essay {due FPebriary H)occsiinisimon st iiiimissmmmmmmanmmssmpnsmynit 30% (Optional)
Assignment (dud January 21 cossismsssesssim i svmiiie s 15% (Optional)
Final Examination (Take-Home Examination on March 24)............ 35% (80% if no

options chosen or whatever percentage based on which option(s) chosen-mandatory)



The mid-term examination and the final examination are the only required evaluation.
Information and details will be sent to you by email. The mid-term examination shall be a
multiple choice examination, closed book and in-class. The take-home examination shall
be released to all students by email on March 24, 2026 at 9:00 a.m. and must be returned
to the instructor by email at kcleghor@lakeheadu.ca by 6:00 p.m. on March 28, 2026.

Lakehead University is committed to achieving full accessibility for
persons with disabilities. Part of this commitment includes arranging
academic accommodations for students with disabilities and/or medical
conditions to ensure they have an equitable opportunity to participate in all
of their academic activities. If you are a student with a disability and think
you may need accommodations, you are strongly encouraged to contact
Student Accessibility Services (SAS) and register as early as possible. For
more information, please contact Student Accessibility

Services http://studentaccessibility.lakeheadu.ca (SC0003, 343-8047

or sas@lakeheadu.ca)




Law and Politics of the Family
3113-WA
Kevin Cleghorn

Supplementary Course Outline Winter, 2026

Unpacking Family Law for Practitioner’s (UFL) is the text required for this course. Cost:
$160.00 plus HST.

1. January 6 Lecture 1: Introduction
Required reading: UFL, Chapter 1

Overview — Social Trends and Legislation
o Legislation — Family Law Act, Divorce Act, Children’s Law Reform Act
e Court vs. Alternative Dispute Resolution
¢ Different levels of Court
(Ontario Court of Justice vs. Superior Court of Justice)

Information about optional assignment and optional essay provided.

2. January 13 Lecture 2: Parenting of Children (Custody and Access)
Required reading: UFL, Chapter 5

What are the rights of parents and other family members?
Divorce Act and Children’s Law Reform Act considerations
Best interests of the child test

Office of the Children’s Lawyer

3. January 20 Lecture 3: Child Support
Required reading: UFL, Chapter 6

Determining the amount under the Guidelines
Financial disclosure

Departures from the table amount

Section 7 expenses



4. January 27 Le?cture 4: Spousal Support
Required reading: UFL, Chapter 7
e Principles in the Divorce Act and Family Law Act
e SSAGs
e Enforcement of Support
Optional Assignment due-to be submitted to kcleghor@lakeheadu.ca

5. February 3 Lecture 5: Matrimonial Property 1
Required reading: UFL, Chapters 4 and 9

e Equalization of Net Family Property

o]

O O O O

What is the valuation date?

Valuation date assets and liabilities

Date of marriage property issues

Exclusions (gifts / inheritances)

Different rules re matrimonial homes (exclusive possession)

6. February 10 Lecture 6: Matrimonial Property 2
Required reading: UFL, Chapters 4 and 9
Sample NFP calculations reviewed
Optional Essay due-to be submitted to kcleghor@lakeheadu.ca

February 17 NO CLASSES: Study Week



7. February 24 Lecture 7: Aboriginal People and Family Law
Required reading, if any, to be assigned-review UFL pages 61-62

e Similarities and Differences with Non-Indigenous People
¢ Property on Reserve
eIndian Act provisions

8. March 3 Lecture 8: Divorce

(Mid-Term Examination from 7:00 to 8:00 pm in-class, lecture to commence at 8:10 pm)
What constitutes “separation”

What is a “legal separation”

Criteria and bars to Divorce

The procedure for Divorce

9. March 10 Lecture 9: Domestic Contracts
Required reading: UFL, chapter 8

Cohabitation Agreements
Marriage Contracts
Separation Agreements
Essential validity
Prohibited provisions

10. March 17 Lecture 10: Child Protection

Child, Youth and Family Services Act
Children’s Aid Societies

A child “in need of protection”
Process and procedure



11. March 17

12. March 24

13. March 31

Lecture 11: Intimate Partner Violence (Second part of the evening)
Required reading: UFL, chapter 2

Impact on adults
Impact on children
Legislative provisions

Lecture 12: Co-Habitational Relationships
Required reading: UFL, chapter 4

Definition

Spousal Support rights /obligations

Property rights / obligations

Take home examination released March 24, 2026 at 9:00 am and to be
returned to kcleghor@lakeheadu.ca on March 28, 2026 at 6:00 pm

Lecture 13: Court Processes
Required reading: UFL, chapters 3 and 11

Family Law Rules

Purpose and principles

Court process

Motions — how to argue them and how to draft affidavits
Disclosure

Trial

Costs

Practical Practice Matters

Retainers

Managing client expectations
Intake process

Initial Interview

Information for clients



14. April 7 Guest Lecture or Movie Night

Lakehead University is committed to achieving full accessibility for
persons with disabilities. Part of this commitment includes arranging
academic accommodations for students with disabilities and/or medical
conditions to ensure they have an equitable opportunity to participate in all
of their academic activities. If you are a student with a disability and think
you may need accommodations, you are strongly encouraged to contact
Student Accessibility Services (SAS) and register as early as possible. For
more information, please contact Student Accessibility

Services http://studentaccessibility.lakeheadu.ca (SC0003, 343-8047

or sas@lakeheadu.ca)




