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One of the department’s first official acts was to
establish sociology not only as an academic discipline,
but as a practice of engagement. From its founding
under Dr. Anita Beltran Chen, one of the first female
academics at Lakehead, the department has built a
tradition of teaching and research that bridges the
classroom and community. Our students and faculty
have studied and shaped life in the North—through
research and teaching on health and inequality, activism
around Canadianization, and collaborations that connect
scholarship with the everyday realities of our region.
Wherever there’s been commitment to understand and
improve northern life, sociology at Lakehead has been
part of it.

As of 2025, the Department of
Sociology continues to thrive.
We welcome new cohorts of
undergraduate and graduate
students each year, and our
courses and research
programs in rural and
northern studies, health and
medicine, social justice, and
media and technology
remain vibrant and in
demand. The department’s
legacy is not only one of
scholarship, but of connection
—linking past and present
through mentorship, creativity,
and community partnership.

     --Dr. Chris Sanders

Welcome to the LU60: Lakehead
Sociology Newsletter, marking sixty
years of sociology at Lakehead
University. This special issue
reviews, reflects upon, and
celebrates the department’s
history, from its earliest beginnings
in the 1960s to its continuing
contributions to the university and
the communities of Northwestern
Ontario and beyond.

Inside this issue, you’ll find stories of trailblazing faculty
and alumni, campus activism, unique northern

research, and the many ways our graduates have gone
on to make a difference in education, policy, healthcare,

and beyond. Together, these stories remind us that
sociology at Lakehead has always been more than a
program—it’s a way of seeing and shaping the world.
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Sociology has been part of
Lakehead University since its
earliest days. In the 1960s, it was
initially housed within the
Department of Social Studies
alongside economics, political
science, and psychology. As the
university expanded, sociology
emerged as an independent
discipline. By the mid-1960s,
under the formative leadership
of Dr. Anita Beltran Chen, the
Department of Sociology and
Anthropology was formally
established. She was soon joined
by colleagues including Dr. Cecil
L. French, who would later serve
as chair and help guide the
department’s continued growth
through the late 1960s.

Founding and Early
Years

In addition to her pioneering
role as founding chair, Dr.
Chen was an internationally
trained sociologist recruited
from the University of
Chicago, specializing in the
sociology of health professions.
She conducted some of the
earliest research on nursing
education in Canada and was
instrumental in establishing
Lakehead’s Gerontology
program and Centre for Aging
and Health Research. Her
dedication to interdisciplinary
teaching and mentorship left
an enduring mark on the
department and university
alike.

Lakehead’s Master of Arts in
Sociology program was
formally introduced in 1974–75,
making it one of the university’s
earliest graduate programs.
The department quickly
became known for its
engagement with northern,
regional, and working-class
issues—hallmarks that
continue to shape its teaching
and research today.

Early Faculty and
Leadership

Among the first faculty members
were Dr. Anita Beltran Chen,
Dr. Cecil French, Dr. J. David
Martin, Dr. Raul Ruiperez, Dr.
Gerd Schroeter, Mr. Alan
Sparkes, Dr. James Stafford, Dr.
J. Bruce Minore, Dr. Randle W.
Nelsen, and Dr. David A. Nock.

Dr. Chen, born in 1930 in
the Philippines, moved to
Thunder Bay in 1964 and
became the department’s
founding chair. She was
among the few female
academics of her
generation and the only
woman in the department
for many decades. As a
sociologist and
anthropologist, she
established the
department’s intellectual
foundations and
interdisciplinary outlook,
fostering a commitment to
cultural understanding and
social inquiry that
continues to guide its work.

Dr. French succeeded her
as chair by 1967, helping
to consolidate the
department during a
period of rapid
institutional growth.
Subsequent leaders
included Dr. Jim Stafford,
Dr. Raul Ruiperez, and
Dr. Gerd Schroeter, each
contributing to the
department’s strong
teaching culture and
theoretical grounding.
Faculty remembered Dr.
Schroeter for his work on
Weberian theory and his
kindness to students,
while Dr. Stafford and Dr.
Ruiperez helped guide the
department through years
of steady growth and
curricular innovation.
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Later, Dr. David Nock chaired the
department from 1983-86, during which
time he hosted the 27th Annual Meeting
of the Western Association of Sociology
and Anthropology (WASA) in Thunder
Bay. The conference’s theme, “Social
Relations in Resource Hinterlands,” led to
the edited volume Social Relations in
Resource Hinterlands.

A highlight of the department’s history was
the appointment of S.D. Clark, often
referred to as the “Dean of Canadian
Sociology,” who joined Lakehead as a
visiting professor after his retirement from
the University of Toronto. His presence in
the late 1970s helped strengthen the
graduate program and brought national
attention to the department.

In the 1980s, Dr. Thomas Dunk joined the
department, later serving as Dean of the
Faculty of Social Sciences and
Humanities. His ethnographic work on
working-class culture, particularly in It’s a
Working Man’s Town, remains an
important contribution to Canadian
sociology.

Distinguished Scholars and
Visitors 

Memorable Moments 

Lakehead’s sociology department has never been
short of drama or activism. In 1971, students
staged a 30-day sit-in protesting the dismissal of
a sociology professor—one of the longest such
protests in Canadian university history. A few
years earlier in 1966, the university made
headlines internationally when an impostor
posing as a psychology professor and head of
both Sociology and Psychology was exposed.

The department was also home to some of the
earliest campus debates on Canadianization and
the role of Canadian scholars in shaping curriculum
and research. The “Canadianization movement”
refers to a wave of activism during the late 1960s and
early 1970s among university students and faculty
across Canada—including at Lakehead University—
who sought to “Canadianize” universities. The
movement at Lakehead reflected a local expression
of a national push for intellectual self-
determination to make Canadian universities serve
Canadian communities, not just mirror foreign
academic models. Sociology students at Lakehead
were among those who publicly advocated for
Canadianization, calling attention to the
overrepresentation of foreign-trained faculty and the
lack of northern and Indigenous content in university
teaching.
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Faculty such as Dr. Bruce
Minore, founding director
of the Centre for Rural
and Northern Health
Research, embodied the
department’s commitment
to northern and
community-based research.
His work on improving
health systems in northern
and Indigenous
communities remains
foundational to ongoing
research partnerships.

Sociology at Lakehead has long
punched above its weight in
research and publishing. Notable
works include:

Randle W. Nelsen and
David A. Nock, eds. Reading,
Writing, and Riches: Education
and the Socio-Economic Order
in North America (1978)
Randle W. Nelsen,
Miseducating:  Death of the
Sensible (1991)
Thomas W. Dunk, It’s a
Working Man’s Town: Male
Working-Class Culture (1991)
David A. Nock, A Victorian
Missionary and Canadian
Indian Policy (1988); Star Wars
in Canadian Sociology:
Exploring the Social
Construction of Knowledge
(1993)
Anita Beltran Chen, From
Sunbelt to Snowbelt: Filipinos
in Canada (1998)
Gary Genosko, Félix
Guattari: An Aberrant
Introduction (2002); Punched
Drunk: Alcohol, Surveillance,
and the LCBO (2009, with
Scott Thompson)

Building on Dr. Chen’s
foundational work in health and
gerontology, Dr. Pamela
Wakewich advanced the
department’s strengths in
gender, health, and community-
based research during the
1990s and 2000s. She helped
establish the Sociology of
Gender and Sociology of
Health course streams and co-
founded Lakehead’s Women’s
Studies Program, which
continues today as part of the
Department of Gender and
Women’s Studies. Her work
helped institutionalize feminist
and health sociology within the
department’s curriculum,
ensuring these perspectives
remain integral to Lakehead’s
teaching and graduate research.

The department also fostered
early Women’s and Gender
Studies teaching at Lakehead—
Randle Nelsen and Sandra
Steinhauser co-taught Sociology
of Sex Roles in 1978-79, one of
the university’s first such
courses.

Early Books &
Scholarship

Women, Gender &
Health

Legacy & Community

Among the department’s
many accomplished
graduates are Dr. Patricia
McGuire, an Anishinaabe
researcher from Lake
Nipigon and now a
professor at Carleton
University, and her
daughter Cora McGuire-
Cyrette, Chief Executive
Officer of the Ontario
Native Women’s
Association, both of whom
earned sociology degrees
at Lakehead. Their
leadership exemplifies the
department’s ongoing
impact across communities
and generations.

Over the decades, the
department’s graduates
have gone on to diverse
and influential careers in
academia, healthcare,
law, education, policy,
social work, public
service, and community
leadership—with some
returning to Lakehead as
faculty members. These
pathways reflect the
versatility and reach of a
sociology education and
continue a cycle of
intellectual and civic
engagement that has
defined sociology at
Lakehead for six decades.
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Sixty years after its founding, Sociology at
Lakehead University remains a vibrant and
evolving department rooted in the university’s
northern location and social mission. Today, our
courses and programs emphasize rural and
northern studies, health and medicine, social
justice, and media and technology, reflecting
both long-standing commitments to community-
based learning and emerging global concerns.
Undergraduate and graduate students alike
explore the social forces that shape inequality,
belonging, and change—locally, nationally, and
internationally.

The department is home to a dedicated group of
scholars and teachers whose research engages
with northern development, Indigenous
governance, healthcare systems, digital culture,
and critical theory. Dr. Chris Southcott, who
joined Lakehead in 1986, is the department’s
most senior member and a leading
internationally renown researcher on northern
and Arctic communities. Dr. Antony (Tony)
Puddephatt, who served as Department Chair
from 2014 to 2023 and previously as Graduate
Program Coordinator, is recognized as the
department’s longest-serving chair, and we
thank him for his leadership and service.

To the Present:
Sociology at LU Today

The department currently includes eleven
members whose administrative service,
teaching, expansive research, and tireless efforts
sustain our collective mission: Walid Chahal,
Laurie Forbes, Jianye Liu, Brian McMillan,
Dalibor Mišina, Barbara Parker, Antony
Puddephatt, Chris Sanders, Chris Southcott,
Kevin Willison, and Karen Woychyshyn. Our
emeritus members include: Randle Nelsen,
David Nock, and Pamela Wakewich.

Together, they embody the
department’s enduring
commitment to understanding
and transforming the social world
through engaged teaching, critical
inquiry, and collaboration with
communities across
Northwestern Ontario and
beyond.

Left: Dr. Chris Southcott on UArtic research
with Prince Albert II of Monaco
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Trivia & Human Stories

The “impostor professor” of the 1960s remains one of Lakehead’s most infamous stories,
having been reported internationally in outlets such as The Globe and Mail and The Kansas City
Times. In 2016, the story was later recounted in the documentary A.K.A. (2016) by Lakehead
University history professor Dr. Ron Harpelle.
The department’s early advertisements in The Observer (London, UK, 1966) helped recruit
some of its first faculty.
Sociologists have long engaged in public commentary—Dr. Randle Nelsen’s 1984 interview
on “The Sociology of Boredom” in The Hamilton Spectator is a classic example of Lakehead’s
outreach beyond academia.
Long before online learning, Lakehead sociology faculty regularly travelled across
Northwestern Ontario to teach in remote communities. As Dr. Laurie Forbes recalls,
these experiences sometimes came with surprises—classes that started an hour late due to
time zone differences, impromptu community dinners, and invitations to stay with students
for safety during winter travel. These stories reflect the department’s enduring connection to
the people and places of the North.
In recent years, the department’s long-standing commitment to community engagement
has taken new forms—from our faculty partnering with northern organizations on issues
like health equity and social justice, to our faculty and students conducting research in
collaboration with local agencies. Sociology’s northern location continues to shape its
character, with fieldwork, community partnerships, and classroom discussions rooted in the
lived realities of Northwestern Ontario.
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Contact Us: 

For program information,
resources, and department news,
please visit our website:
https://www.lakeheadu.ca/progra
ms/departments/sociology 

All inquiries, submissions,
and suggestions can be
directed to:
Karen Woychyshyn
Department of Sociology
Lakehead University
955 Oliver Road
Thunder Bay, ON, P7B 5E1
Telephone: 807-343-8010,
x8477
Email:
kwoychys@lakeheadu.ca
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Looking Ahead

As we look toward the next sixty years, the
Department of Sociology remains committed to
curiosity, collaboration, and critical inquiry. From
our classrooms to communities across the
North, sociology at Lakehead continues to ask
meaningful questions, challenge assumptions,
and inspire change.

None of this history—or the successes still to
come—would be possible without our students,
faculty, alumni, and community partners. Your
creativity, compassion, and commitment have
made sociology at Lakehead a vibrant home for
learning, research, and engagement. Together,
we look forward to the discoveries,
conversations, and connections that will define
the decades ahead.

https://www.lakeheadu.ca/programs/departments/sociology
https://www.lakeheadu.ca/programs/departments/sociology
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