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Lakehead University, Orillia Campus 

Department of Interdisciplinary Studies 

 

CRIM 2090 FDE: Criminological Research Methods 

 

Fall 2021 
 

Instructor name: Dr. Raika Abdulahad  Web Delivery   

Email: raabdula@lakeheadu.ca 

(please do not email me through my 

CourseLink) 

 

Office hours: Mondays from 2:00-2:30 Pm or 

by appointment. Also, I will be available via 

LU email.  

 

Course Description  

 

Examines the different ways that qualitative and quantitative data are collected and analyzed for 

research on crime, deviance, victimization, and the Criminal Justice System. 

 

 

Learning outcomes 

 

At the conclusion of the course the successful student will be able to: 

(a) Describe and explain the nature and purpose of the criminological research.  

(b) Understand different types of research conducted in the discipline.  

(c) Understand all the steps involved in conducting criminal justice research.  

(d) Understand what constitutes “good research” at each step of the process.  

(e) Comprehend how each step of the research process influences the findings of a study.  

(f) Critically assess contemporary ethical issues in conducting research on human subjects.  

(g) Assess the differences and similarities between quantitative and qualitative approaches as       

well as describe the general strengths and weaknesses of each. 
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Required reading 

 

Hagan, F. E. (2018). Research methods in criminal justice and criminology. Pearson education.  

 

 

 

Course Evaluation  
 

Component  Value  Due Date  
Proposal Outline 10%   (2-3 pages) 

 

 

Oct. 4 to D2L by 11:30 Pm 

Literature review 25% (6-7 pages)  Oct. 22 to D2L by 11:30 Pm 

Research proposal 

presentations 

20% (6-8 slides) 

  

Nov. 15 to D2L by 11:30 Pm 

Discussion  10%  

Written research proposal 35% (8-10 pages) 

 

Dec. 12 to D2L by 11:30 Pm 

All assignments should be in 12- point font Times New Roman 

 

 

 

Proposal outline: The aim of this assignment is to get you started thinking on your research 

proposal. You will provide me with: (a) 1–2-page summary of your proposed research – 

including your initial research question/questions hypothesis/hypotheses; the focus of your 

proposed research and the root of the research problem for investigation — i.e., the ‘what’ 

and ‘why’ ‘so what’ questions of the study. The assignment should justify the choice of 

topic and point to some relevant literature. A reference list of at least 7 primary & secondary 

literature sources to demonstrate both a familiarity with the primary academic literature 

associated with your research topic. 

 

Literature Review:  Each student is required to prepare a review about five to six-seven 

double-spaced pages in length.  This review should identify the key themes of the existing 

academic treatments of the research topic and identify the gaps in the literature that the 

research project will attempt to address.  Please note that a literature review is not an 

annotated bibliography. 

 

Proposal Presentation: Each student will submit a six-eight PowerPoints slides 

presentation identifying the research topic, reviewing the existing scholarly literature on the 

topic, and discussing the methodology to be employed in the original research project. All 

presentations will be available for all students on D2L, under the discussion section.  
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Discussion: To learn how to create and work within a scholarly community, practicing 

professional discussion skills, giving, and receiving feedback in a helpful manner, and assisting 

classmates to improve their projects. The general discussion board will be available by the first 

week of the semester.  

 

Written Proposal: Each student will submit a written research proposal, eight to ten double-

spaced pages including the bibliography, consisting of the following: i) the proposed title of the 

research project; ii) the proposed objectives of the research and the research question to be 

addressed; iii) a literature review reflecting the instructor’s evaluation of the preliminary 

literature review; iv) an overview of the proposed methodology and v) a bibliography. 

 

Schedule 

 

Dates  Readings  

September 7-10 Ch 1: Introduction to Criminal Justice Research Methods: Theory and 

Method 

 

September 13-17 Introduction: The Importance of Academic Research 

 

Sep. 20-24 Ch 2: Ethics in Criminal Justice Research 

 

Sep. 27-Oct1 Ch3: Research Design: The Experimental Model and Its Variations 

 

Oct. 4-8 Ch 4: The Uniform Crime Reports and Sampling 

Proposal outlines due date 

Oct. 11-15 Thanksgiving and Study Week Break 

Oct. 18-22 Ch 11: Policy Analysis and Evaluation Research 

Literature review due  

Oct. 25-29 Ch. 8: Unobtrusive Measures, Secondary Analysis, and the Uses of 

Official Statistics 

Nov. 1-5 Ch 7: Participant Observation and Case Studies 

 

Nov. 8-12 Ch 5: Survey Research: Questionnaires 

 

Nov. 15-19  Ch 6: Survey Research: Interviews and Telephone Surveys 

Proposal Presentation due 

 

Nov. 22-26 

Validity, Reliability, and Triangulated Strategies 

 

Nov. 29-Dec 3 Overview  

Dec. 12 Written research proposal due 
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Grading scale 

The official Lakehead University grading scale is as follows: A+ = 90-100%, A = 80- 

89%, B = 70-79%, C = 60-69%, D = 50-59%, E Failed = 40-49%, F Failed = 1-39%, F 

Academic Dishonesty = 0%. 

 

Academic integrity and plagiarism 

Students are expected to know the University Regulations and, in particular, to heed the 

Student Code of Conduct on Academic Integrity: 

 

https://www.lakeheadu.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/106/Student%20Code%20of%2 

0Conduct%20-%20Academic%20Integrity.pdf 

 

Plagiarism is a serious offense. Nevertheless, every year I find students who have 

committed plagiarism in their work—some on purpose and others by accident. The 

consequences, however, are the same: I will report any case of suspected plagiarism or 

other form of academic dishonesty, as I am obligated to do, and a grade of zero at a 

minimum will be assigned to the work. If, after reading the Student Code of Conduct 

linked above, you are still unsure whether you may be plagiarizing or committing an act 

of academic dishonesty, contact me to ask. 

 

Disability accommodation 

If you have a disability that requires accommodations, I strongly encourage you to make 

use of those accommodations. I am here to assist you, but need your help in ensuring 

that I accommodate you properly. More generally, Lakehead University is committed to 

maintaining a barrier-free environment so that students with disabilities can fully access 

programs, courses, services, and activities. Student Accessibility Services (SAS) 

coordinate services and facilitates reasonable academic accommodations for students 

with disabilities. Academic accommodations are provided on the basis of documentation 

of a disability. Additional information is available at the following campus website: 

https://www.lakeheadu.ca/faculty-and-staff/departments/services/sas 

 

 

Lakehead University Resources 

If you find yourself having difficulty with the course material or any other difficulties in 

your student life, do not hesitate to ask for help. Come to me, or if it is about an issue 

beyond this class, please contact your academic advisors or get help from any number of 

other support services on campus, including: 

 

The Student Success Centre has many programs and support services in place to help 

you achieve your academic and personal goals while studying at Lakehead University. 

They provide academic support through tutoring services, career exploration, 

cooperative opportunities, and leadership development. More information is available 

here https://www.lakeheadu.ca/current-students/student-success-centre. 

 

https://www.lakeheadu.ca/faculty-and-staff/departments/services/sas
https://www.lakeheadu.ca/current-students/student-success-centre


  

   
Page 5 of 5 

 

The Lakehead University Library provides access to resources, study rooms, and 

research support both online (via chat) and in person. More details are available here: 

https://library.lakeheadu.ca/. 

 

Public Computer Labs are available on campus, where you may write and print out your 

work. For more details, go to: https://www.lakeheadu.ca/faculty-andstaff/ 

departments/services/helpdesk/computer-labs. 

 

Student Life and Services offers health and wellness resources both on and off campus, 

as well as opportunities for involvement in health and wellness activities. More 

information is available here: https://www.lakeheadu.ca/current-students/studentservices/ 

or. 

 

The Office of Human Rights and Equity: You have the right to an education that is free 

from any form of discrimination. A wide variety of resources are available here: 

https://www.lakeheadu.ca/faculty-and-staff/departments/services/human-rights-andequity/ 

resources. 
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