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Indigenous Learning 3612FA: Indigenous Women and Health
Department of Indigenous Learning/ Lakehead University
Monday and Wednesday 2:30pm to 4:00pm, ATAC 1010
Course Director: Dr. Kristin Burnett

Office Hours: TBA
Office: Ryan Building 2031
Email: kburnett@lakeheadu.ca
Phone: (807) 346-7721
Course Description: 

This course examines the socioeconomic, political, and cultural factors that affect the health status of Indigenous women. Particular attention will be paid to women’s roles as life givers, caregivers, and healers and how those roles have been distorted by government policy and colonialism.

Grade Breakdown: 
Tutorials and Participation




25%

-Article Summaries (x4)

Article Analysis





25%

Final Project






25%

Take Home Exam





25%
Details of Assignments:
Participation

Students are expected to attend lectures and tutorials and to participate in discussions having completed the assigned readings. Please see the lecture and tutorial schedule for details. Your presence is mandatory and we will take attendance. If a student has a significant number of absences (more than 3) without an appropriate excuse they will receive a participation grade of zero.

Tutorial and Article Summaries (Please see lecture schedule below)
This grade is comprised of several components: tutorial attendance, meaningful participation, and the submission of 4 article summaries.

Students are expected to attend four tutorials throughout the semester. Attendance will be taken. The class will be divided into two tutorial groups and the sign up sheet will be on my office door (RB 2031). Students are expected attend the tutorial they signed up for and do the assigned readings for each tutorial.
Article summaries are intended to be brief and assist students in tutorial participation. There are two components: a short (no more than 2 sentences per article) description of what the article is about and three discussion points/questions that can be raised in tutorial. Effective discussion points tie the articles together or speak to the relationship between the articles and the broader themes of the course. Students are expected to submit 4 of these article summaries at the beginning of the relevant tutorial.
Article Analysis (Due Wednesday February 15, 2017)

This 3 to 5-page paper (not including title page or bibliography) will be a critical analysis of two articles: 
Annette Browne and Vicki Smye, “A Post-Colonial Analysis of Healthcare Discourses Addressing Aboriginal Women,” Nurse Researcher, 9/3 (2002): 28-41.

Debbie Martin, “Two-Eyed Seeing: A Framework for Understanding Indigenous and Non-Indigenous Approaches to Health Research,” Canadian Journal of Nursing Research (CJNR) 44.2 (2012): 20-42.
First identify the authors’ thesis, major arguments, sources, strengths, and weaknesses. Why did the authors write these articles and for what purpose? How do the articles speak to each other and what is their relationship to the broader themes of the course? 

Please use Chicago Style for your footnotes and bibliography. 

Final Project (Due Monday April 3, 2017)
The final project will be a critical examination of the well-being/health (broadly define) of Indigenous women and their communities as they are shaped by one issue related to the social determinants of health. 
This assignment is designed to give you free rein to respond to the class material in a way you feel is appropriate. The one rule is that you have to actively engage with the course material.  In other words, you must demonstrate that you have been thinking about lectures, assigned readings, films, and tutorial discussions beyond the surface level, examining its fundamental and philosophical meanings.  
Your final project can take the shape of one of the following mediums: 

1) Write a traditional research essay (6 pages with references and a minimum of 8 secondary sources); 
2) A creative writing piece. For example, a poem or short story. Make sure such creative writing is clearly linked to the course material.  Unrelated creative writing will be returned unmarked. 
3) A visual medium. Respond by interpreting an image(s) visually (i.e. drawing pictures, sculpting, creating games, websites or interactive pieces).  Make sure the medium for such assignments is appropriate to the message(s) you wish to convey.  In your written explanation of your response, be sure to talk about your form as well as your content
Creative responses (literature, painting, sculpture, etc.) must be accompanied by a 250 word (minimum) analysis of your piece, explaining how it is related to the issue you are exploring.
Take Home Exam (Due April 12, 2017)

The take home exam will be handed out in class on Monday April 5. The questions will be drawn from lectures, course reading materials, and tutorial discussions. If you do not attend classes and tutorials you will not be equipped to answer the questions on the midterm.
Plagiarism

Lakehead University’s policy on academic honesty can be found at the following url

http://idc.lakeheadu.ca/wp/print.php?pg=14. I will assume that you have read and understand it, and are aware of its penalties. If you have any questions about the meaning of academic honesty, please raise them in class.

Lecture and Reading Schedule
I reserve the right to revise the lecture and reading schedule, particular topics may require more time to explore and the class schedule is designed to be flexible in order to reflect those needs. 

Monday January 9, 2017 - Wednesday January 11, 2017 

Introduction

Monday January 16, 2017 -  Wednesday January 18, 2017
Lecture: Defining ‘Health’

Monday January 23, 2017 – Tutorial Group 1
Readings: 

Michael Marmot, “Social Determinants of Health Inequalities,” Lancet, 265 (2005): 1099-104.
Naomi Adelson, “The Embodiment of Inequality: Health Disparities in Aboriginal Canada,” Canadian Journal of Public Health, 96 supplement 2 (2005): 45-61.
Wednesday January 25, 2017 – Tutorial Group 2
Readings: 

Michael Marmot, “Social Determinants of Health Inequalities,” Lancet, 265 (2005): 1099-104.
Naomi Adelson, “The Embodiment of Inequality: Health Disparities in Aboriginal Canada,” Canadian Journal of Public Health, 96 supplement 2 (2005): 45-61.
Monday January 30, 2017 

Lecture: Indigenous Women’s Healing and Curative Work
Wednesday February 1, 2017
Lecture: Imposition of Colonial Health Care Structures 

Monday February 6, 2017
Lecture: Imposition of Colonial Health Care Structures cont.

Wednesday February 8, 2017
Lecture: Cultural Safety 

Monday February 13, 2017
Lecture: Indigenous Women and the Indian Act 

Wednesday February 15, 2017 – Article Analysis is Due
Lecture: Indigenous Women and the Indian Act cont.

READING WEEK NO CLASSES – 20 TO 24 FEBUARY 2017
Monday February 27, 2017 – Tutorial Group One
Readings:

Caroline Fidan Tyler Donmez, “The Unmournable Body of Cindy Gladue: On Corporeal Integrity and Grievability,” in Forever Loved: Exposing the Hidden Crisis of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls in Canada, edited by D. Memee Lavell-Harvard and Jennifer Brant (Bradford: Demeter Press, 2016), 111-27. 
Vicki Chartrand, et al., “Visualizing Grassroots Justice: Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women,” in Forever Loved, 247-58.

Human Rights Watch, Those Who Take Us Away: Abusive Policing and Failure in Protection of Indigenous Women and Girls in Northern BC, Canada, 2012.

https://www.hrw.org/report/2013/02/13/those-who-take-us-away/abusive-policing-and-failures-protection-indigenous-women

Wednesday March 1, 2017 – Tutorial Group Two

Readings:

Caroline Fidan Tyler Donmez, “The Unmournable Body of Cindy Gladue: On Corporeal Integrity and Grievability,” in Forever Loved: Exposing the Hidden Crisis of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls in Canada, edited by D. Memee Lavell-Harvard and Jennifer Brant (Bradford: Demeter Press, 2016), 111-27. 

Vicki Chartrand, et al., “Visualizing Grassroots Justice: Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women,” in Forever Loved, 247-58.

Human Rights Watch, Those Who Take Us Away: Abusive Policing and Failure in Protection of Indigenous Women and Girls in Northern BC, Canada, 2012.

https://www.hrw.org/report/2013/02/13/those-who-take-us-away/abusive-policing-and-failures-protection-indigenous-women

Monday March 6, 2017

Lecture: Motherhood and Childbirth

Wednesday March 8, 2017

Lecture: Motherhood and Childbirth cont.

FRIDAY MARCH 10, 2017 FINAL DAY TO DROP CLASSES

Monday March 13, 2017 – Tutorial Group One
Readings: 

Rachel Olson et al., “Introduction: Prioritizing Indigenous Maternal and Infant Health,” Pimatisiwin Journal, 10/3 (2012).

Karen Lawford and Audrey Giles, “Marginalization and Coercion: Canada’s Evacuation Policy for Pregnant First Nations Women Who Live on Reserves in Rural and Remote Regions,” Pimatisiwin Journal, 10/3 (2012).

Wednesday March 15, 2017 – Tutorial Group Two
Readings: 

Rachel Olson et al., “Introduction: Prioritizing Indigenous Maternal and Infant Health,” Pimatisiwin Journal, 10/3 (2012).

Karen Lawford and Audrey Giles, “Marginalization and Coercion: Canada’s Evacuation Policy for Pregnant First Nations Women Who Live on Reserves in Rural and Remote Regions,” Pimatisiwin Journal, 10/3 (2012).

Monday March 20, 2017 
Lecture: Indigenous Children, Health Care, and Education

Wednesday March 22, 2017 

Lecture: Indigenous Children, Health Care, and Education cont.

Monday March 27, 2017 – Tutorial Group One

Readings: 

Jennifer King, “But how could anyone rationalize policies that discriminate?: Understanding Canada’s Failure to Implement Jordan’s Principle,” First Peoples Child and Family Review, 7/1 (2012): 29-39.

Jason Brown, et al, “Housing for Aboriginal Youth in the Inner City of Winnipeg,” First Peoples Child and Family Review, 3.2 (2007): 56-64.
Wednesday March 29, 2017 – Tutorial Group Two

Readings: 

Jennifer King, “But how could anyone rationalize policies that discriminate?: Understanding Canada’s Failure to Implement Jordan’s Principle,” First Peoples Child and Family Review, 7/1 (2012): 29-39.

Jason Brown, et al, “Housing for Aboriginal Youth in the Inner City of Winnipeg,” First Peoples Child and Family Review, 3.2 (2007): 56-64.

Monday April 3, 2017 – Final Project is Due
Lecture: Housing and Poverty

Wednesday April 5, 2017 – Last Class

Pick up take home exam
FINAL EXAM IS DUE APRIL 12, 2017
Additional Instructions
EFFECTIVE READING






    Why is reading so important in Indigenous Learning? Indigenous Learning is a reading discipline. This means that students are required to read articles and books in order to gain knowledge. Reading is not optional and students are expected to have read all of the assigned course material in addition to other research material required for assignments. At times the amount of reading may seem overwhelming.  In order to manage the reading expectations, you must learn to read effectively. The crux of effective reading is the ability to focus on an author(s) argument and how it is 'built' and supported by evidence. The following guidelines are intended as tips to strengthen effective reading skills.
Determine the main argument or thesis: Isolate the author's main thesis (argument) and themes. These are found in the introduction so be sure to read that part of the article carefully.  It may be beneficial to re-read it after you finish the article in order to ensure that you have understood it and can explain it in your own words. Try to sum up the author's argument in a sentence or two. (How would you explain die author's argument to classmates in 2 sentences?) Think about the strengths and weaknesses of the argument as you read the book/chapter/article. What is the most compelling aspect of the author's argument? What is the least convincing aspect of the author's argument?

Evaluate the evidence: Look at the evidence the author provides to support her argument(s). This will require examining the footnotes and endnotes.  Does the author rely on archival documents, newspapers, quantitative evidence, other written documents, material artefacts, oral histories, other scholars? What are the strengths and limitations of the sources the author uses? Does the author borrow ideas or concepts from other disciplines, such as history, anthropology, sociology, economics, or psychology? How does the author use these concepts? Is it effective? What are the strengths and limitations of the approach/theoretical perspective?

Determine the author's point of view and purpose in writing:  Scholarly literature is published because it adds something new to our knowledge of a particular area. What does this book or article tell us about a subject that we didn't know before? Typically authors will tell you this information in the introduction or the historiography section.  How is the author's point of view different from older historians?

Examine the Conclusion: Evaluate the author's conclusion and compare it to their thesis statement.  Did they prove the thesis? Is their overall conclusion convincing given their purpose and argument? Did they prove everything they claim to have discussed? What are some of the broader implications of the work?

Analyze connections among the course readings: What common themes, problems, and issues do the readings address? How do the varied perspectives in the readings complicate and/or clarify your understanding of these issues? As the course proceeds, think about how the readings each week relate to previous readings.

Overall: Academics write as individuals and part of a wider community. After reading the piece reflect on what it adds to our historical knowledge and how the article/chapter/books fits into the 'wider picture'.
