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The Philosophy Department Newsletter is back! We will be publishing periodically concerning
items of interest to students of philosophy at Lakehead University.

Welcome Back from the Department of Philosophy!

To all of our students, whether you are return-

ing or starting your first year, we sincerely look
Special points of interest: forward to seeing you in our classrooms (and
Zoom screens) as we begin a new academic

* Special Topic Courses year. Let's hope that life at LU will be closer to

o Upcoming Philosophy Event: normal than it has been since the start of the
Consciousness and Con- pandemic in March 2020. We have all missed
science the interactions in and out of the classroom

that are so essential to the university experi-

o New Programs Offerings ’
ence, but we understand that, for a variety of

2 Ll Cma AL g s reasons, many students have come to prefer
ree Prepare You for Law i i
gchool? P online course delivery. In the years ahead we Fall leaves photo
’ will be in the process of discovering what post-
pandemic education should be. Some things,
however, will never change. September will
always be a time for professors and students
to enjoy the fresh start of a new academic
year. Make your resolutions carefully, and best
wishes for the year ahead!
Inside this issue:
Special Topic Fourth-year Courses:
How a Philosophy Degree 2
San Prepare You for Law 4811 WA Philosophy in a Time of Crisis 4811 WB Reality+
) ) The crises of the 20th C are necessarily con- This title for this course is taken from David
Academic Counselling 4 nected to crises within the university, including ~ Chalmers’ new book, Reality+: Virtual Worlds
) ) those impacting Philosophy. These include four and the Problems of Philosophy. Published in
Upcoming Philosophy Event 4 big crises that we will examine in this seminar --  winter 2022, Chalmers’ book has interesting
New P Minor 4 the Holocaust, the collapse of Soviet com- things to say about the notion of virtual reality,
Cgmp;?eﬂirsénhe"'ggnm munism, the crises of capitalism, and the cli- particularly its central claim that virtual reality is
mate emergency -- and the myriad responses genuine reality. Some maintain that we are
Interdisciplinary Health Care 5 we find within the academy, from Heidegger to already living in a virtual world “simulation.” We
thh'cs (i.emf'cate: Important Jameson to Baudrillard to the work of ‘climate will review Chalmers’ arguments and consider
ntormation philosophers’ like Byron Williston. Students will  the concerns of his critics.
New Award Opportunity 5 be asked to judge it all for themselves and fig-

ure out where they stand as philosophers and

Philosophy Student Club- 6 citizens of a planet in trouble.

Bursaries and financial aid - 6
You may be eligible!!
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The Law School Connection

This September, Michael Poirier (HBA Philosophy 2018, MBA 2019) will
begin study at Harvard Law School. lllustrious alumni of Harvard Law in-
clude two US Presidents, including Barack Obama, twelve Attorneys Gen-
eral of the United States, thirty-eight US Senators, 34 members of the US
House of Representatives, and 18 members of the US Supreme Court
(including three current members). Of his time studying Philosophy at LU,
he says:

"I may be biased, but | don't believe that there's any better undergraduate
preparation for law school than a philosophy degree. The critical thinking,
reading comprehension, and writing skills you'll develop provide a strong
foundation for success in the law school admissions process and, from
what I've been told from other lawyers and law students, in law school and
a future legal career. For example, being able to detect the difference be-
tween a valid and invalid argument, read a dense text and understand
what can and can't be inferred from it, construct a logically coherent argu-
ment, and generally pay attention to detail in your reading and writing are
all invaluable skills that you'll develop in philosophy and that will serve you
well in a legal environment as well as in your life outside of one."

We wish Michael all the best in his time at Harvard. However, Michael is
just one of many LU students over the years who have chosen to study law
following completion of a Philosophy undergraduate degree.

Rheanna Geisel (HBA Philosophy/Psychology 2019) is
currently studying Law at Western University. Comment-
ing on Philosophy as a foundation for studying law, she
says:

“Studying philosophy at Lakehead helped prepare me for
law school in more ways than one. Philosophy improved
my critical thinking skills, analytical thinking skills and
helped me understand the components of a logical argu-
ment. | have been able to distill the complex concepts
and questions that law school has thrown my way. The
close-knit philosophy program at Lakehead also allowed
me to connect with my professors and colleagues on a
personal level. Learning how to build lasting relationships
has prepared me for a profession where the importance
of networking cannot be understated.”
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Continued on next page
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Jasmine (Kruschel) Salamon (HBA Philosophy 2017) practices
law in Thunder Bay with Carrel & Partners:

“When it comes to law school, you can choose to get an under-
graduate education in any subject. While this freedom of choice
can be exciting, it can also lead to decision fatigue and be quite
overwhelming. The best advice | can give in making this decision
is to choose something that will set you up for success and pre-
pare you for law school: philosophy.

As many can attest, philosophy pairs very well with law school. In
my experience, the education | received in my philosophy cours-
es prepared me wonderfully for the particular style of teaching,
learning, and even more importantly, testing your knowledge,
which are most prevalent in law school (and on the LSATSs). Fur-
ther, given the core beliefs and structures underlying legal sys-
tem derived from some of the key philosophers taught at LU, a
philosophy degree also prepares you for the broader concepts
and ideas that you will be presented with in your first year.

Overall, if | had to do post-secondary education all over again, |
can say with certainty that | would not change my undergraduate
degree choice.”

Karen Drake completed her HBA in Philosophy at Lake-
head before earning an MA in Philosophy at Queen’s
and a J.D. at the University of Toronto. After teaching
law at the Bora Laskin Faculty of Law at LU, Karen
joined the faculty at Osgoode Hall Law School. Of her
study of Philosophy as preparation for the law, she com-
ments:

"The education | received from Lakehead's Philosophy
Department was integral to my success in law school. In
my Philosophy courses, | learned how to think critically
and analytically, which are foundational skills for engag-
ing in legal reasoning and formulating legal arguments.
To this day, | still rely on the tools | acquired during my
studies with Lakehead's Philosophy program to develop
compelling legal arguments."
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Academic Counselling

With the start of a new academic year, you may want to review your course
selections and academic plan with our faculty advisor, Dr. Blahuta. No matter /

where you are in your degree program, you might also want to explore post- *
graduate options: graduate school, professional school, and career pathways. /
You can make an appointment by emailing jblahuta@lakeheadu.ca. v

Dr. Jason Blahuta photo

Your Admin Assistant

Fourth-year student, Layla Wiitala, will be Admin Assistant for History/Philosophy until March 27,
2023. Layla can help with questions about registration, class timetabling and navigating support
services. Her office is RB-3014 in the Ryan Building.

Layla Wiitala photo

Upcoming Philosophy Event

September 15-18, Urban Abbey will be hosting “Consciousness and Conscience,” a conference devoted to the search for meaning:
https://events.eventzilla.net/e/consciousness--conscience-2138584969

Guest speakers will include John Vervaeke, Professor of Cognitive Science at the University of Toronto, Quebec artist Jonathan
Pageau, Paul Vanderklay, a Pastor from California, and LU’s Richard Maundrell.

Full price for the weekend is $235, but Dr. Maundrell has a limited number of free tickets for students. Contact Dr. Maundrell at
rmaundre@lakeheadu.ca if interested.

New Program: Minor in Comparative Religion

Philosophy students may be interested to know that this September will see the launch of a new Minor program in Comparative
Religion. Two Philosophy courses count toward the Minor.

The program consists of 3 FCEs:
a) Religious Studies 1100 Introduction to World Religions; and
b) any 2 FCE electives from the list below:

Religious Studies 2501 - Introduction to the Bible
Religious Studies 2715 Special Topic

Religious Studies 3705 Special Topic

Religious Studies 3715 Special Topic

Anthropology 3718 - Anthropology of Magic and Religion
Philosophy 2811 - Asian Philosophy

Philosophy 3813 - Philosophy of Religion

Religious symbols photo
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Interdisciplinary Health Care Ethics (IHCE) Certificate

Any student preparing to enter a healthcare profession or a health-related field (e.g. Nursing, Social Work, Medicine, Dentistry, etc.)
would benefit from classroom exposure to the issues they will face and the conceptual resources available for navigating them. The
IHCE Certificate aims at this by linking the fundamental theoretical considerations covered in philosophy ethics courses with the clini-
cal realities explored in such fields such as gerontology, nursing, sociology, and women'’s studies.

In order to register for this certificate, students currently enrolled in a program at Lakehead can email Ashley Beda from Enrolment
Services at navigator@lakeheadu.ca so that it can be noted on their record that they are working towards the certificate. A current
student is unable to be "active" in the certificate program as they can only have one active program at a time. Those not currently
enrolled in any program at Lakehead can register for the IHCE Certificate through Admissions. Please note that Philosophy majors
do not qualify for this certificate.

For more information on what the certificate entails, visit
https://www.lakeheadu.ca/programs/faculties/health-and-behavioural-
sciences/cpd/interdisciplinary-health-care-ethics-ihce-certificate

New Award Opportunity

All students should set aside some time to browse the scholarships and
awards available to them in the MyAwards portal. This year, a new award
has been funded by the Rotary Club of Port Arthur. It will go to an applicant
studying biomedical ethics. If you have taken, or are planning to take Philos-
ophy/Gerontology 2511 this year, you are eligible to apply for the award.

Stethoscope and scrubs photo

Value: $1,000 annually for 5 years

Academic year of first disbursement: 2022/2023

Background: From the earliest days to the present time, Rotarians have been concerned about ethical relationships. Rotarians are
promoting The Four-Way Test as a practical way to attend to ethics in our daily lives. One sector where ethical standards are partic-
ularly crucial is healthcare, because people who are sick or injured are already disadvantaged, vulnerable and dependenton others.

The current COVID-19 pandemic revealed the critical importance of well-considered ethical decisions both in personal care, for ex-
ample in determining who will be given priority in care at the time of extreme scarcity of hospital beds and equipment, and in public
health policies, as in ordering mandatory vaccination.

This award was created to encourage undergraduate students to pursue studies in biomedical ethics (also called healthcare ethics),
especially if they study social sciences, humanities or health sciences.

The award, a framed diploma, will be presented at a club meeting. The award recipient will be invited as a guest of the club to one
or more meetings of the Rotary club to speak about their involvement in healthcare ethics.

Criteria: Awarded to a full-time in-course student enrolled in the Faculties of Health and Behavioural Sciences or Social Sciences
and Humanities based on high academic standing.

The applicants are expected to enroll in and successfully complete a Biomedical Ethics course at Lakehead University.

Both Domestic and International Students Eligible
Both Campuses

Undergraduate

In-Course




Philosophy questions: "What is truth? What is knowledge? What
I TY is the good? What is justice? How should we
live?" However, philosophy is not just a subject of
study but a discipline involving the practical skills of

m . . What is Philosophy?

e Department of Philosophy is concerned with the most fundamental
‘aaema

- UNIVERS

thinking.
. . ] Philosophy will Include:
Lakehead UanerSlty Department of PhllOSOphy study ofassumptions and concepts in
955 Oliver Road science and society
Thunder Bay, ON P7B 5E1 examination and criticism of fundamental ideas

critical and practical thinking

Phone: 807 346-7725
Fax: 807 343-8023
If you have news or information that you would like
us to share in the newsletter or on our website,
forward to rmaundre@lakeheadu.ca

I Visit our website
. . https:/A .lakeheadu.ca/academics/depart ts/
Dr. Maundrell is the Chair of the ps://www.1ate eap;,l,-f;ig;,a,yemlcs epartments.

Department. His office is on the third
floor of the Ryan Building, Office 3001.
To meet with your Chair, email
rmaundre@lakeheadu.ca

‘ Lakehead University Philosophy Student Club

The Philosophy Students’ Club is making a comeback! We hope to revive the club
this fall.

If interested, contact Youssef Khanjari by email at ylkhanja@lakeheadu.ca to have
your name be added to the sign up list.

... Scholarships, Awards and Bursaries can help fund your education. All students are encouraged fto fill out Lakehead’s
general application to be considered for a number of financial aid opportunities from a variety of sponsors. The short,
online application is available through your myinfo account (Student Tab > Financial Aid & Rewards> myAwards).

The deadline to apply is Saturday, Oct. 15, don’t delay or you will miss out on this great opportunity. If you have any
questions, please contact Student Cenftral by email at studentcentral@lakeheadu.ca.




