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Cinemas of Extraction
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Film credit sequences in The Face of the High Arctic (1958), 
Underground East (1953), and Search into White Space (1970)

Cinemas of Extraction



Popular Science Films

• Scientific Discourses about Canadian Physical 
Geography & Geology

• Social Dimensions of Mining and Extractive Industry
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Oil and Mining Films Produced by the National Film Board
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1. Canada as a Nation of Resources via Geology



The Great Canadian Shield (1945)
Produced by Laurence Hyde

National Film Board with the Dept. of Mines and Resources



The Face of the High Arctic (dir. Dalton Muir, 1958)
Produced by the Science Film Unit of the National Film Board



The Face of the High Arctic (1958)



The Face of the High Arctic (1958)



Riches of the Earth (Revised) (dir. Colin Low, 1966)
National Film Board with assistance from the Geological Survey of Canada



Riches of the Earth (Revised) (dir. Colin Low, 1966)



Riches of the Earth (Revised) (dir. Colin Low, 1966)



Riches of the Earth (Revised) (dir. Colin Low, 1966)



1I. “Progress” and the Social Dimensions of 
Extractive Industry



The North Has Changed (Produced by David Bairstow, 1967)
National Film Board and the Dept. of Indian Affairs and Northern Development



The North Has Changed (1967) 



Search into White Space (dir. James Carney, 1970) 
National Film Board and the Dept. of Indian Affairs and Northern Development



Search into White Space (1970)



Search into White Space (1970)



Conclusion: 
Film as a Cultural History of Sustainability



Know Your Resources (dir. David A. Smith, 1950)



The Face of the High Arctic (1958)



Search into White Space (1970)
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