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Department News

Well it’s been an ‘interesting’ few months since our last 
newsletter back in December of 2019. Thanks to the hard 

work of faculty, our students willingness to be flexible and sup-
port from the Administration we managed to run our fourth year 
field school and hold all our labs face-to-face despite the best 
efforts of the pandemic to mess things up!  

The last few months have seen quite a few changes in the 
department. Dr. Hollings completed his ninth year as Chair of the 
Department and has been replaced by Dr. Andrew Conly, who is 
looking forward to leading the Department for the next three years. In oth-
er big news Dr. Mary Louise Hill announced that she would be starting her 
phased retirement from the Department. Over the next three years Mary 
Louise will be gradually reducing her teaching load while still maintaining 
her active role in the research activities of the Department.

In February, 2021 it was announced that Dr. Pete Hollings was ap-
pointed the NOHFC Industrial Research Chair in Mineral Exploration. 
This $2.15 million collaboration with the Northern Ontario Heritage Fund 
Corporation, the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of 
Canada, Impala Canada Ltd. and Lakehead University will support five 
MSc students, one Postdoctoral Fellow and five Honours students over the 
next five years. The research group will be investigating the lithologic, pe-
trographic, lithogeochemical and isotopic attributes of known mineralized 
intrusions of the Archean Lac des Iles complex and their country rocks in 
order to determine the source of the magma(s), its crystallization and dif-
ferentiation history, the source of the metals and what role if any contami-

Adapting our labs to Covid

A socially distanced 4th 
year field school

Noah is excited to be moving to Thunder Bay in January from Texas, 
where he has been working as an NSERC postdoctoral fellow at Texas 

A&M University. Noah is a structural geologist who studies deformation 
processes in faults and shear zones to better understand the earthquake cy-
cle, the movement of tectonic plates, and the structural controls of mineral, 
hydrocarbon, and water resources. His favorite tools of the trade are de-
tailed geologic mapping, microstructural studies, experimental rock defor-
mation, and numerical modelling. He is excited to pursue new field- based 
studies of terrane bounding faults and shear zones in the Superior Province 
and to incorporate Lakehead students into his research. Noah is a graduate 
of the University of British Columbia (BSc), the University of New Bruns-
wick (MSc), and McGill University (PhD), and spent seven summers work-
ing on mineral exploration projects in British Columbia and the Yukon.Noah 

nation played in the magma evolution. Although Dr. Hollings will still be an active member of the Department, 
the University has backfilled his position allowing us to hire a new Tenure Track faculty member - Dr. Noah 
Phillips!
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Want to know more? Please visit our web site at www.geology.lakeheadu.ca

Student Success

Three of our MSc students have recently received awards from the 
Society of Economic Geologists with Tianna Groeneveld and Spen-

cer Killins receiving $5,000 and Mitch Marcelissen receiving $10,000. 

The Clean Air Metals 
research team at work 

Faculty Success

Dr. Amanda Diochon has had a busy time during the 
last year or so of lock downs, serving as one of the 

Editors and co-authoring the first chapter of a new text 
book on Canadian soils. The textbook provides supplemen-
tary materials that are specific to regions in Canada, or may 
be of specific interest beyond what might be considered in-
troductory soil science material. The book has been getting 
great reviews and is available for free here. She has also 

been awarded two NSERC Alliance grants one with the  Grain Farmers of Ontario and the other with Resolute 
Forest Products and a third grant from Agricultural Research Capacity Development Program. Combined these 

Paige Kobe setting up one 
of  Dr. Diochon’s field 

have been keeping her busy all summer, but she still found time to write 
a successful application for a $500,000 grant to establish the “Center for 
Healthy Ecosystems and Environmentally Conscious Economic Develop-
ment”.

The Alliance program has also been funding Dr. Hollings re-
search, who in addition to his project with Impala Canada Ltd, has 
received funding for four other Alliance projects with Clean Air Met-

als Ltd., Wesdome Gold Mines Ltd, Enersoft/Generation Mining and Romios Gold 
Resources Inc.. Combined these five projects will support 10 MSc students, two Post-
doctoral Fellows and at least 10 HBSc students, making the Lakehead Geology Depart-
ment a hub for industry supported research in Northern Ontario. Dr. Hollings and his 
team have been busy in the field this summer, so stay tuned for some exciting results.

Sampling at 
Eagle River

Second year field school 
looked a little different 
this year. Many of you 
will remember tramping 
through the snow along 
the Current River dur-
ing the April field work. 
Due to the pandemic we 
ended up rescheduling to 
August this year giving 
the students a lot of extra 
outcrop to work with.

These awards are highly competitive so congratulations to all three! We also gave 

Tianna

Mitch

out a number of internal awards in the last year. Rebecca Price received 
the Barrick Gold graduate Scholarship, Khalid Yahia and Victoria Currie 

Vicky

RebeccaKhalid

received the Bernie Schnieders Memorial Schol-
arship and the Ben Cowan Graduate Scholarship 
went to Spencer Killins. Congratulations to all our 
students and thanks to the donors who have made 
all these awards possible!

Spencer

https://openpress.usask.ca/soilscience/

