
English / Social Justice Studies 5215 WB: Narratives of Climate Change 

Course Location:  RB 3023 

Class Times: Tuesdays 8:30-11:30 pm 

Should you require information or documents from our office in another format, please let us 
know. We are happy to help you.  Contact me or Cindy Haggerty, the Department of English 
Administrative Assistant.   
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Instructor Information 

• Instructor: Dr. Douglas Ivison   
• Office:  RB 3038 
• Telephone:  346-7825 
• Email:  divison@lakeheadu.ca 
• Office Hours:  Mondays 11-12, Tuesdays 1-2, and Thursdays 1-2, or by 

appointment 

Course Description 

“The climate crisis is also a crisis of culture, and thus of the imagination.” (Amitav 
Ghosh, The Great Derangement 9) 

“As we hear one piece of bad news after another, you might expect us to feel that we 
had shifted from a mere ecological crisis into what should instead be called a profound 
mutation in our relation to the world. And yet this is surely not the case.” (Bruno Latour, 
Facing Gaia 8) 

“Global warming has performed a radical shift in the status of the weather. Why? 
Because the world as such – not just a specific idea of world but world in its entirety – 
has evaporated. Or, rather, we are realizing that we never had it in the first place.” 
(Timothy Morton, Hyperobjects 101) 

Climate change, or global warming, or the climate crisis, or the climate emergency, is 
one of the most prominent issues of our era. Its prominence is not always reflected in 
contemporary culture, but an increasing number of texts in a variety of genres and 
media have engaged directly or indirectly with climate change. In this course we will 
read a selection of narratives of climate change and in doing so examine the 
representation of climate change and the challenge of effectively and meaningfully 
engaging with climate change. 

Discussion of climate change is not just discussion of climate change, however. 
Frequently, climate change functions as a means of discussing other issues: modernity, 
capitalism, consumerism, industrialization, humanity’s relationship to the ‘nature’, 
technology, culture, the world order, European imperialism, white supremacy, and 
American power, etc. In reading climate change narratives, then, we will examine the 
ideological work performed and the range of issues addressed by such narratives. 

Course Resources 

Required Course Texts 

• Barbara Kingsolver, Flight Behavior. Harper Collins. 
• Elizabeth Kolbert, Field Notes from a Catastrophe. Revised Edition. Bloomsbury. 
• Ian McEwan, Solar. Vintage. 
• Kim Stanley Robinson, New York 2140. Orbit. 
• Greta Thunberg. No One is Too Small to Make a Difference. Penguin. 



• George Turner, The Sea and Summer. Gollancz. 
• David Wallace-Wells, The Uninhabitable Earth. Tim Duggan Books. 
• Alexis Wright, The Swan Book. Constable and Robinson. 
• An Inconvenient Truth (DVD) 
• The Day After Tomorrow (DVD) 
• The Age of Stupid (DVD) 
• An Inconsistent Truth (Youtube) 

Course Website  

Desire2Learn (or myCourseLInk)1 

Course Schedule 
 
Jan. 7: Introduction to course 
 
Jan. 14: An Inconvenient Truth & excerpt from The Great Derangement 
 
Jan. 21: The Sea and Summer 
 
Jan. 28: Solar – DUE: Story Analysis 
 
Feb. 4: The Day After Tomorrow & No One is Too Small to Make a Difference 
 
Feb. 11: Field Notes from a Catastrophe 
 
Feb. 18: Winter Study Break – No Class 
 
Feb. 25: The Age of Stupid & The Inconsistent Truth 
 
Mar. 3: New York 2140 
 
Friday, Mar. 6: Last day to drop classes 
 
Mar. 10: Flight Behavior 
 
Mar. 17: The Swan Book 
 
Mar. 24: The Uninhabitable Earth 
 
Mar. 31: Conference Presentations 
 
Tuesday, April 14: Research Essay DUE 
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Assignments and Evaluation 

Assignment Due date Value Length 
Seminar Presentation TBD 25% 30 minutes 
Critical Presentation TBD 15% 10-15 minutes 
Conference Presentation March 31  10% 10-15 minutes 
Story Analysis January 28 10% 500-750 words 
Research Essay April 14 30% 3000 words 
Participation Throughout term 10%  

Assignment Policies 

• All assignments are individual assignments and cannot be completed collaboratively.   
• Written assignments are due by 4:30pm on the dates indicated.  See individual 

assignments for submission guidelines.   
• If you require an extension, you must ask for one BEFORE the due date.   
• Unless you ask for (and receive) an extension, late assignments will be penalized by 

3% per day.  No assignments will be accepted more than two weeks late. 
• Missed presentations will be assigned a mark of 0. If you will be unable to attend 

class when scheduled to present, please contact me as soon as possible to discuss 
alternate arrangements. 

Details of Assignments 

Seminar 

You will present a 30-minute seminar on an assigned text. You must meet with me at 
least once prior to your presentation in order to discuss the focus and format of your 
presentation. You will be assessed not only on your presentation but also on your ability 
to respond to questions and comments. Your seminar does not have to be a formal 
paper, but should provide a coherent, structured, clearly organized discussion of the 
text.  

Critical Presentation 

You will give a 10-15 minute presentation on a critical/theoretical reading. You are not 
expected to provide a thorough critique or summary of the reading, but to identify key 
issues and questions worthy of further discussion and to highlight what you determine to 
be the most important points made by the reading. No additional research is required for 
this assignment. The list of readings will be distributed no later than January 14. 

Conference Presentation 

In our final class (March 31), each student will present a 15-minute (max.) presentation 
on a text not previously discussed in the course. A list of possible texts and a more 
detailed description of this assignment will be distributed no later than January 14. 



Story Analysis 

Due January 28. You will write a 500-750 word analysis of one of the stories collected in 
Cli Fi: Canadian Tales of Climate Change or Loosed Upon the World: The Saga 
Anthology of Climate Fiction (both available on reserve in the Library). Your analysis 
should focus on how climate change is represented and functions in the story, and the 
issues raised by the text’s engagement with climate change. No secondary sources are 
required for this assignment. 

Research Essay 
 
Due April 14. You will write a 3000-word research essay on a text or texts of your 
choice. Your essay may be based on your Seminar or Conference Presentation. As this 
is a research assignment, any essay that does not incorporate secondary sources will 
be limited to a maximum mark of 69 no matter how brilliant. You must meet with me no 
later than March 24 to discuss the topic of your essay. I must approve your topic. If you 
fail to meet with me and receive topic approval, you will receive a penalty of 20 marks 
on your essay. 

Marking Standards 
 
All assignments will be marked in accordance with the English Department Marking 
Standards2.  

Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty 

Plagiarism is the unacknowledged use of someone else's words and/or ideas. Not 
acknowledging your debt to the ideas of a secondary source, failing to use quotation 
marks when you are quoting directly, buying essays from essay banks, copying another 
student's work, or working together on an individual assignment, all constitute 
plagiarism. Resubmitting material you've submitted to another course is also academic 
dishonesty. All plagiarized work (in whole or in part) and other forms of academic 
dishonesty, including collaborating on individual assignments, will be reported and 
infractions penalized as required by the Student Code of Conduct – Academic Integrity. 

Course Policies 

• I will take attendance every class. Frequent absences from class (without a 
legitimate, documented reason) will have an adverse impact on your participation 
mark. 

• In graduate seminars, the expectation is that students will regularly attend class and 
be prepared to actively contribute to class discussion. 

• You are expected to read (or view) the required texts in advance, and be ready to 
discuss them in class. 

• Eight books have been ordered for this course, and all are available in the campus 
bookstore. They should also be easily accessible from Amazon and, in some cases, 
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at Chapters. E-books are acceptable, and in some cases are significantly cheaper 
than the print version. You are expected to have access to each of the books and 
bring the appropriate one to each class. 

• An Inconvenient Truth, The Day After Tomorrow, and The Age of Stupid will be 
available on reserve in the Library. The Inconsistent Truth can be viewed on 
Youtube. 

• I will provide each student with a copy of the critical reading they are presenting. A 
copy of each reading will also be available in the course folder in the English 
graduate student office (RB 3032). 

University Policies 

• Students in this course are expected to conform to the Code of Student Behaviour - 
Academic Integrity3.  

• Accommodations: Lakehead University is committed to achieving full accessibility 
for persons with disabilities in accordance with the terms of the Ontario Human 
Rights Code4. This occurs through a collaborative process that acknowledges a 
collective obligation to develop an accessible learning environment that both meets 
the needs of students and preserves the essential academic requirements of the 
course. Part of this commitment includes arranging academic accommodations for 
students with disabilities to ensure they have an equitable opportunity to participate 
in all of their academic activities. If you think you may need accommodations, you 
are strongly encouraged to contact Student Accessibility Services (SAS)5 and 
register as early as possible. 

• This course outline is available online through the English Department homepage6 
and/or the Desire2Learn or My Courselink1 site for the course.  
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