
ENGL 4013: Magic in Medieval and Early Modern Literature 

Course Location:  OA 2008 

Class Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:30-1:00 

Prerequisites: May only be taken by Honours students or with permission of the Chair of 
the Department. English 4013 counts toward fulfillment of the Area 1 requirement. 

To our Student:  Should you require information or documents from our office in 
another format, please let us know. We are happy to help you.  Contact your instructor 
or our Department of English Administrative Assistant. 
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Instructor Information 
Instructor:  Dr. Kathryn Walton 
Office:  Simcoe Hall, Third Floor, Desk Area A, Desk 1 
Email:  kwalto@lakeheadu.ca 
Office Hours:  Thursdays 10:00-11:00 
 or by appointment 
  



Course Description 

The medieval and early modern periods are often seen as historical moments when 
intense fears over magic and the supernatural inspired violent reactions and vicious 
persecutions. Images of witches being burnt or drowned in lakes are as closely 
associated with the Middle Ages as images of knights jousting. However, magic and the 
supernatural were not only accepted in the culture of medieval and early modern 
England but subjects of entertainment and fascination. This course will introduce 
students to the many and various ways that magic and the supernatural shape the 
dominant forms of literature from those periods: from romance texts that feature magic 
rings, invisibility cloaks, evil sorceresses, and magic swords, to religious texts that 
depict women, men, and objects endowed with extraordinary supernatural power. 
Through consideration of the way in which magic, the supernatural, and the occult 
manifest themselves in medieval and early modern literature, this course will show how 
closely magic is bound up not only in conceptions of religion and divinity, but also in 
issues of gender, race, identity, authority, and power. The course will move from Anglo-
Saxon charms that seek to banish bothersome elves, to Middle English romances that 
reanimate the dead, to depictions of fairies and fiends on the early modern stage. 
Throughout, students will be immersed in the vibrant literary culture surrounding magic 
in medieval and early modern England and consider where the contemporary 
fascination with magical forms finds its origin. 

Learning Objectives 

By the end of the course students will be able to… 

• Trace the historical trajectory of attitudes towards magic and the supernatural 
across the medieval and early modern periods.  

• Read, comprehend, and analyze a variety of medieval and early modern texts 
both in translation and in the original language (depending on difficulty). 

• Situate medieval and early modern texts within their historical context – both 
social and literary. 

• Characterize a variety of medieval and early modern texts according to their 
genre, form and techniques.   

• Identify and critique issues of gender, race, sexuality, religion, and identity in the 
literary texts studied.  

• Speak and write critically, coherently, and persuasively about medieval and early 
modern literature at an elevated academic level.  

• Find and evaluate secondary material on the topic of magic and the supernatural 
and/or medieval and early modern literature.  

• Produce a sustained academic research paper on the topic of magic and the 
supernatural in medieval and early modern literature.  

  



Course Resources 

Required Course Texts 

• Walton, Kathryn, ed. Course Pack. ENGL 4013 WAO: Magic in Medieval and Early 
Modern Literature. Lakehead University, 2019. 

• Greene, Robert. Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay. University of Nebraska Press, 1963.  
• Marlow, Christopher. Dr Faustus and Other Plays. Edited by David Bevington and 

Eric Rasmussen, Oxford University Press, 2008.  
• Shakespeare, William. The Tempest. Edited by Stephen Orgel, Oxford University 

Press, 2008.  
• Shakespeare, William. The Tragedy of Macbeth. Edited by Nicholas Brooke, Oxford 

University Press, 2008.  

Course Website 

• Desire2Learn (or myCourseLInk)1 

 

Course Schedule 

Week 1: Introduction 

First Class: Introduction…………………………………..……………... January 7 

• No Readings 

Second Class: Introduction to Medieval Magic ………….…………. January 9 

• Kieckhefer, Richard. Introduction. “Magic as a Crossroads.” Magic in 
the Middle Ages. 2nd edition. Cambridge University Press, 2016, pp. 1-
17. (available on D2L) 

Week 2: Anglo-Saxon Magic 

 First Class: Anglo-Saxon Charms …………………….……………… January 14 

• Select Charms (available online via D2L link) 

Second Class: The Wife’s Lament …………….……………...……… January 16 

• The Wife’s Lament: Old English Version (which I do not expect you to 
understand) and Translation (in Course Pack).  

 

                                                           
1 https://mycourselink.lakeheadu.ca/d2l/home 

https://mycourselink.lakeheadu.ca/d2l/home
https://mycourselink.lakeheadu.ca/d2l/home


Week 3: Breton Lais  

First Class: Marie de France …………………………………………... January 21  

• Marie De France: Les Deux Amanz and Guigemar (in Course Pack) 

Second Class: Sir Orfeo ………………………..……………………… January 23 

• Sir Orfeo (available online via D2L link) 

Week 4: Romance Magic  

First Class: Ywain and Gawain ………………………..……………... January 28  

• Ywain and Gawain (available online via D2L link) 

Second Class: Ywain and Gawain (cont.) …..……………………… January 30 

***READING QUIZ 1*** 

• Ywain and Gawain (available online via D2L link) 

Week 5: Religious Magic  

First Class: Virgin Martyrs ……………………………………………... February 4  

• The Life of Saint Margaret (available online via D2L link)  
• The Life of Saint Katherine (available online via D2L link) 

Second Class: Local Saints …………………..……..………………… February 6 

• Saint Erkenwald (in Course Pack) 

Week 6: Religious Magic/Romance Magic 

 First Class: Amis and Amilioun …………………………………….. February 11 

• Amis and Amilioun (available online via D2L link) 

Second Class: King of Tars………………………………………….. February 13 

***SHORT ESSAY DUE*** 

• King of Tars (available online via D2L link) 

Reading Week: No Class 

Week 7: Chaucer’s Magic 

 First Class: Natural Magic ……...…………………………………….. February 25 



• The Franklin’s Tale (in Course Pack) 

Second Class: Romance/Religious Magic …………..…………….. February 27 

• The Wife of Bath’s Tale (in Course Pack) 
• The Prioress’s Tale (in Course Pack) 

Week 8: Witches and Demons 

 First Class: Demonic Women ...……………………………….………….. March 3 

• The Romans of Partenay (available online via D2L link) 

Second Class: Demons ………………………………………...………….. March 5 

***ESSAY PROPOSAL DUE*** 

• The Romans of Partenay (cont.) (available online via D2L link) 

Week 9: Early Modern Magicians  

 First Class: Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay …………….….………….. March 10 

• Robert Greene, Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay 

Second Class: Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay………….....………….. March 12 

***READING QUIZ 2*** 

• Robert Greene, Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay (cont.) 

Week 10: Early Modern Damnation 

 First Class: Dr Faustus ……………………..………………...………….. March 17 

• Christopher Marlowe, Dr Faustus 

Second Class: Dr Faustus …………………………………...………….. March 19 

• Christopher Marlowe, Dr Faustus (cont.) 

Week 11: Early Modern Witches 

 First Class: Macbeth …..……………………..……………….………….. March 24 

• William Shakespeare, Macbeth 

Second Class: Macbeth ….…………………………………...………….. March 26  

• William Shakespeare, Macbeth (cont.) 



Week 12: Colonizing Magic 

First class: The Tempest……………………….………………………… March 31 

• William Shakespeare, The Tempest 

Second Class: The Tempest ………………………………………………..April 2 

• William Shakespeare, The Tempest (cont.) 
 

***Research Paper Due April 6th*** 

Assignments and Evaluation 

Table of Assignments  
Assignment Due date Value Length 
Participation Throughout term 15% N/A 
Seminar Presentation Throughout term 10% 5-10 minutes 
Short Essay February 13  20% 5-6 pages 

(1500 words) 
Essay Proposal March 5 15% 2-3 pages 
Reading Quizzes January 30 

March 12 
10% 
(5 % 

each) 

20 minutes 

Research Paper April 6 30% 8-10 pages 

Assignment Policies 

• Submission of Assignments: Hard copies of the assignments should be 
submitted at the start of class on the day they are due. Late assignments can be 
emailed to me as an attachment. A hard copy must still be submitted to my desk 
or in the next class. The exception is the final research paper which can be 
submitted on D2L.  

• Late Policy: Assignments submitted after the due date will be penalized 2% a 
day to a maximum of 20%.  

• Extensions: Students are welcome to request an extension on an assignment. 
Extensions must be requested at least two days before the assignment is due. 
Extensions will not be granted in the two days prior to the due date except in the 
case of documented illness.  

• Format: All assignments must be in MLA format, double spaced, with 1” margins, 
and in 12-point font.   

• Collaboration: All assignments are individual assignments and cannot be 
completed collaboratively. 

  



Details of Assignments 

Participation 

 Due Date: Throughout Term 

Value: 15% 

Description: Every class, students will be expected to participate in seminar 
discussions. Participation will be graded according to the frequency and quality of 
students’ participation in class. Opportunities will be given to participate in a 
variety of forms including but not limited to class discussion, small group work, 
and writing activities. However, as this is a small seminar, most participation will 
be in the form of class discussion. Attendance is vital to success. If you do not 
attend class, you will not be able to receive participation marks. You must be 
present and contribute. 

Seminar Presentation  

 Due Date: Selected by you. Thursday on the week you chose.  

 Value: 10% 

Description: During the second class of the semester students will sign up for a 
week to do a seminar presentation. These presentations are individual. Students 
will have the several options as to what they want to present on. In their 
presentation, students will find and assess scholarly material on either the text(s) 
under discussion that week or some aspect of the history of magic or of 
medieval/early modern society. I encourage students to find something of 
particular interest to them. In the presentation, students will present their findings 
– give a summary of what the research says – and then use the research to 
develop discussion questions to which the class will respond.  

Reading Quizzes 

 Due Date: January 30th, March 12th 

 Value: 10% (5% each) 

Description: Twice over the course of the semester students will be given 
reading quizzes to test their comprehension of the texts. The quizzes will require 
students to translate a passage and connect its significance to the overall text 
from which it comes.  

Short Essay 

 Due Date: February 13th 

 Value: 20% 

Description: For the first essay of the semester students will prepare a 5-6 page 
paper (roughly 1500 words) on a topic of their choice. I will provide suggestions, 



but I also encourage students to develop their own ideas. This essay will focus 
primarily on analysis of the medieval texts, but students will be given the option 
to compare a modern text with a medieval text. Secondary research is welcome 
but not required for this assignment. A detailed assignment sheet will be given 
out ahead of time.  

Essay Proposal 

 Due Date: March 5th 

 Value: 15% 

Description: In preparation for their research paper, students will craft an essay 
proposal. The proposal will include the student’s intended topic, their proposed 
course of research, and what the student hopes to achieve by completing that 
research. A bibliography must be included. An example and a specific 
assignment sheet will be given out ahead of time.  

Research Paper 

 Due Date: April 6th 

 Value: 30% 

Description: For the final essay of the semester students will prepare an 8-10 
page research paper (roughly 2500 words) on a topic of their choice. I will 
provide suggestions for topics but encourage students to come up with a topic 
that is of key interest to them. Essays must reference at least two of our course 
texts and make use of at least four secondary sources. An assignment sheet will 
be provided ahead of time.  

Marking Standards 

All assignments will be marked in accordance with the English Department Marking 
Standards2.  

Collaboration/Plagiarism Rules 

Plagiarism is the unacknowledged use of someone else's words and/or ideas. Not 
acknowledging your debt to the ideas of a secondary source, failing to use quotation 
marks when you are quoting directly, buying essays from essay banks, copying another 
student's work, or working together on an individual assignment, all constitute 
plagiarism. Resubmitting material you've submitted to another course is also academic 
dishonesty. All plagiarized work (in whole or in part) and other forms of academic 
dishonesty will be reported to the Dean, who is responsible for judging academic 
misconduct and imposing penalties. The minimum penalty for academic misconduct is a 

                                                           
2 https://www.lakeheadu.ca/academics/departments/english/marking-standards 

https://www.lakeheadu.ca/academics/departments/english/marking-standards
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0 on the assignment in question. It might also be subject to more severe academic 
penalties. See the Code of Student Behaviour3.  

Course Policies 

• Students in the course will come to class having completed the readings and 
ready to engage with the material. 

• Academic discussion and debate are highly encouraged in class, but students 
will treat each other and the instructor with politeness and respect.  

• Cellphones are to be kept out of sight during class (in pockets or bag) and not to 
be used during class except in the case of emergency.  

• Only those students who attend class regularly will be successful in the course.  

 

University Policies 

• Students in this course are expected to conform to the Code of Student Behaviour - 
Academic Integrity4.  

• Accommodations: Lakehead University is committed to achieving full accessibility 
for persons with disabilities in accordance with the terms of the Ontario Human 
Rights Code5. This occurs through a collaborative process that acknowledges a 
collective obligation to develop an accessible learning environment that both meets 
the needs of students and preserves the essential academic requirements of the 
course. Part of this commitment includes arranging academic accommodations for 
students with disabilities to ensure they have an equitable opportunity to participate 
in all of their academic activities. If you think you may need accommodations, you 
are strongly encouraged to contact Student Accessibility Services (SAS)6 and 
register as early as possible. 

• This course outline is available online through the English Department homepage7 
and/or the Desire2Learn or My Courselink1 site for the course.  

                                                           
3 https://www.lakeheadu.ca/current-students/student-conduct/academic-integrity/node/51239 
4 https://www.lakeheadu.ca/faculty-and-staff/policies/student-related/code-of-student-behaviour-and-
disciplinary-procedures 
5 http://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/ontario-human-rights-code 
6 https://www.lakeheadu.ca/faculty-and-staff/departments/services/sas 
7 https://www.lakeheadu.ca/academics/departments/english 
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