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ENGLISH/INDIGENOUS LEARNING 3751 WAO:  

Indigenous Children’s and Youth Adult Literature 

Class Times: Tuesdays/Thursdays 2:30-4:00 pm 

Location: OA2018 

Prerequisite: Two FCEs in English, including at least one half-course at the second-
year level; or two FCEs in Indigenous Learning, including at least one half-course at the 
second-year level; or permission of the Chair of the Department of English. 

To our Student:  Should you require information or documents from our office in 
another format, please let us know. We are happy to help you.  Contact your instructor 
or our Department of English Administrative Assistant.   

Course Description: 
A study of children’s and young adult literature written by First Nations, Native 
American, Métis, and Inuit authors. Texts to be studied will cover a range of genres, 
such as picture books, graphic novels, fiction, television, and games. 

Course Learner Outcomes  
At the end of the course, students will be able to:  
• Think independently and critically about Indigenous children’s and young adult 
literature and the issues raised by texts.  
• Explain how Indigenous children’s literature is produced by, and produces, its 
historical and/or cultural contexts  
• Explain the role of Indigenous children’s literature in articulating and creating 
categories of identity. 
 • Analyse texts from a variety of theoretical perspectives.  
• Analyse specific storytelling devices and explain how those devices contribute to the 
meaning of a literary or cultural text.  
• Identify and assess the social, environmental and ethical themes presented in texts.  
• Demonstrate knowledge of Indigenous literatures. 
 • Demonstrate knowledge of the effects of stereotyping, prejudice, and racism on 
interactions between First Nations, Inuit, and Métis and others in Canadian society.  
• Demonstrate knowledge of anti-colonialism, decolonization and other strategies to 
resist assimilation. • Articulate an understanding of Indigenous worldviews.  
• Demonstrate knowledge of the effects of assimilation and deculturalization. 
• Write well (grammatically correct, clear, effective prose).  
• Communicate ideas effectively and coherently, in both the persuasive essay, and a 
variety of other forms.  
• Use library resources to research a topic and use what they discover to illuminate a 
text. 
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Instructor Information: 
 
Course Instructor: Doe O’Brien-Teengs, PhD Candidate 

Office space: TBA, email to make an appointment 

Email: dmobrie1@lakeheadu.ca 
 
Course Resources: 
There is a Desire2Learn (D2L) site for this course where you can access course 
readings and other materials, such as this outline, website links, and where you will 
submit assignments. It is available through the MyCourseLink tab in the Academics 
section of the university website or through MyInfo. 
 
Required Texts 
Available online in D2L: 
Coyote’s Crazy Smart Science Show. 
Never Alone (website) 
 
Available for 2-hour loan at the Lakehead University Library: 
Freda Ahenekew, Wisahkecahk flies to the moon. Illustrated by Sherry Farrell Racette.  

Winnipeg: Pemmican Publications Inc. 1999. 
 

mailto:dmobrie1@lakeheadu.ca
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Available at the bookstore: 
Dimaline, Cherie. The Marrow Thieves. Manitoba: Cormorant Books Inc. 2017. 
E-Yeh-Shure (Blue Corn), I am a Pueblo Indian Girl (Course pack) 
Gray Smith, Monique. My heart fills with happiness. Illustrated by Julie Flett. United 

States: Orca Books Publishers. 2016. 
Hayden Taylor, Drew. Night Wanderer: A Native graphic novel. Art by Michael Wyatt. 

U.S.A.: Annick Press Ltd. 2017. 
Highway, Tomson. Caribou Song. Illustrated by John Rombough. Markham, Ontario: 

Fifth House Publishing. 2013. 
Johnson, E. Pauline. “We-rho’s Sacrifice” (Course pack) 
King, Thomas. A Coyote Columbus story. Illustrated by William Kent Monkman. 

Toronto: Groundwood Books House of Anasazi Press. 2018. 
Paniaq, Herve. Takannaaluk. Illustrated by Germaine Arnaktauyyok. Nunuvut: Inhabit 

Media Inc, 2018. 
Robertson, David Alexander. 7 Generations: A Plains Cree saga. Illustrated by Scott B.  

Henderson. Winnipeg: Highwater Press. 2012. 
Robertson, David A. When we were alone. Illustrated by Julie Flett. Manitoba: 

Highwater Press. 2016 
 
Course Schedule: 
You should have readings complete by the first day the text will be discussed in 
class. If possible, bring the relevant text to class with you. 
 
Date Topic Reading Assignment 

Due Date 
Jan 7 Introduction   
Jan 9 Culture in stories “We-rho’s Sacrifice”  
Jan 14 Indigenous worldviews I am a Pueblo Indian Girl  
Jan 16 Oral to Literary Wisahkecahk flies to the 

moon 
 

Jan 21 Language and our 
environment 

Takaanaaluk  

Jan 23 Telling Survivor Stories When we were alone  
Jan 28 What is knowledge? Coyote’s Crazy Smart 

Science Show: Episode 1 
Light 

 

Jan 30 What do Tricksters teach 
us? 
Talk about Short Paper 

Coyote’s Crazy Smart 
Science Show: Episode 12 
Science of Art 

 

Feb 4 Advancing Indigenous 
Knowledge systems 

Coyote’s Crazy Smart 
Science Show: Game 
Never Alone (game) 

 

Feb 6 Mixing Genres Night Wanderer Short paper 
due 
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Feb 11 Coming Home Night Wanderer  
Feb 13 Getting ready for the final 

assignment: situating your 
argument in larger 
discourse and writing 
proposals 

Night Wanderer  

Feb 18 Reading Week   
Feb 25 How we tell these stories 7 Generations  
Feb 27 Making links  7 Generations  
Mar 3 Resurfacing 7 Generations Proposal and 

Bibliography 
Mar 5 Perspective The Marrow Thieves  
Mar 10 Community The Marrow Thieves  
Mar 12 Metaphor The Marrow Thieves  
Mar 17 Language The Marrow Thieves  
Mar 19 Challenging histories A Coyote Columbus Story  
Mar 24 Creating New Themes A Coyote Columbus Story  
Mar 26 Identity and Reclamation Caribou Song Major Paper 
Mar 31 Bring it all together Caribou Song   
Apr 2 What children need to hear My Heart fills with Happiness  

 
Assignments and Evaluation 
Assignment Due Date Value  Length 
Short Paper Feb 6th, 2020 20% 1000 words 
Proposal and 
Bibliography 

March 3rd, 2020 10% 300-500 words + 
bibliography 

Research Project March 26th 2020 30% 2000 words 
Participation Throughout term 10%  
Final Exam TBA 30% Three Hours 

 
Assignment Policies 

• All assignments are individual assignments and cannot be completed 
collaboratively. 

• Assignments are due at 11:00 pm on the day that they are due. All assignments 
must be submitted on the D2L site under the appropriate assignment tab. 

• Save your assignments as follows: Last name. First name. Assignment. For 
example: 
Smith.Jane.Shortpaper 

• If you require an extension, you must ask for one BEFORE the due date. 
• Unless you ask for (and receive) an extension, late assignments will be penalized 

by 2% per day (to a maximum of 20%) and will not be accepted after 5:00 pm on 
April 10th, 2020. 

• The Final Exam must be written on the date scheduled, so do not make travel 
plans for the exam period until the exam schedule is posted. 
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• All assignments must be in MLA format, double spaced with 1-inch margins, and 
in 12-point font. 

• Exceptions to these policies are allowed only with a doctor’s note or other 
appropriate documentation. 

 
Details of Assignments 
 
Short Paper 
 
Due February 6th, 2020 
Value: 20% 
Length: 1000 words 
 
Provide a close reading of one of the following: 
 

• The picture and image for “Deer, Antelope and Buffalo” OR for “Birds and Their 
Feathers” in I am a Pueblo Girl. 

• Wisahkecahk flies to the moon 
• Takaanaaluk 
• ONE of the animations or live action science lessons on the “Coyote Science” 

website EXCEPT the ones that appeared in the episode 1 and 12 (which we 
discussed in class) 

 
Keep the following in mind as you develop your ideas and write your essay: 
 

• Narrow the focus of your close your reading so that you are proving a precise, 
analytic, and interesting thesis. 

• Make sure to back up your analysis with detailed references to the text you are 
discussing. 

• Your paper should focus on your own reading. I want to hear how you relate to 
this story or animated experience.  

• You are not required to use secondary sources for this assignment, but if you do, 
make sure you cite them properly. 

Research Project 
 
Rather than assigning topics, I am asking you to come up with your own research 
topics, according to what interests you about the course. You can deal in depth with a 
single text, or make an argument about a trend, examining linked texts. Your project 
should include both literary and cultural analysis and be situated in larger discourses 
using appropriate research. While academic essays are encouraged, you are also free 
to express your ideas in another format (story, visual art, video, etc), so long as you are 
engaging with texts and have a research component. Creative projects, such as story or 
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picture, should be accompanied by an explanation of how they operate as literary 
analysis (pro-tip…this is where your research will likely come in). If you are having 
difficulty coming up with a topic, make an appointment to see me. I am happy to talk 
through ideas with you and help you find a focus. If I am not on campus, I would be 
happy to set up a face-to-face meeting over the internet. 
 
That being said, I will not likely respond to emails after 8:00 pm or before 9:00 am each 
day, so please manage your time accordingly. Please understand that I might be 
teaching during the day, and so have some patience when expecting a response. 
 
Proposal and Bibliography 
 
Due: March 31st, 2020 
Value: 10% 
Length: 300-500 words + bibliography 
 
You will submit a 300-500-word proposal for your major project, which can deal with any 
aspect of Indigenous children’s and young adult literature in any form appropriate to 
your topic.  
 
Your proposal should explain: 

a) What you intend to research and discuss, being explicit about what texts and 
topic you will be addressing 

b) How you will pursue your topic, including your medium if you are not writing a 
traditional academic paper. 

c) The significance of your topic, and what you hope to prove (ie, your working 
thesis). 

 
Your bibliography must include at least three secondary sources that go beyond the 
assigned texts for the course; make sure your sources include both secondary sources 
by Indigenous thinkers and scholarly books or journal articles (the two often overlap). 
You should also include your primary texts and another course texts you cite in your 
proposal. 
 
Submission of Completed Project 
Due: March 26th, 2020 
Value: 30% 
Length: 2000 words 
 
The final version of your project should meet the requirement noted in the description 
above and take into account the feedback received on your proposal. You should be 
working on the project throughout the second half of the semester, so that you can hand 
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in something you are proud of. If you have any questions or run into any problems as 
you are working on the project, please contact me. 
Participation 
Due: Throughout Course 
Value: 10% 
 
Class participation is a necessary and important part of university courses, in which we 
all learn by exchanging ideas and information. Participation can include asking 
questions, answering questions, making suggestions, providing information, and friendly 
debates. While disagreement over ideas is encouraged, personal attacks are 
unacceptable. Make sure you leave room for your classmates to participate too. 
Absences will adversely affect your participation mark. The class participation mark will 
be divided into two halves, with the first mark assigned at the end of the 6th week, to 
allow feedback as the course progresses. 
 
Final Exam 
Due: As scheduled during exam period. 
Value: 30% 
Length: 3 hours 
 
The exam will consist of short answer questions and an essay question. You should be 
prepared to demonstrate an understanding of all the readings in the course and how 
different readings relate to concepts discussed in class.  
 
The final exam must be written at the scheduled time. Do not make arrangements 
to leave campus for the year until the exam schedule is posted. 
 
Marking Standards 
 
Assignments will be marked in accordance with the English Department Marking 
Standards1. 
A Note on Plagiarism  
 
Plagiarism is the unacknowledged use of someone else's words and/or ideas. Not 
acknowledging your debt to the ideas of a secondary source, failing to use quotation 
marks when you are quoting directly, buying essays from essay banks, copying another 
student's work, or working together on an individual assignment, all constitute 
plagiarism. Resubmitting material you've submitted to another course is also academic 
dishonesty. All plagiarized work (in whole or in part) and other forms of academic 
dishonesty will be reported to the Dean, who is responsible for judging academic 
misconduct and imposing penalties. The minimum penalty for academic misconduct is a 
                                                           
1 Lakehead Marking Standards 

https://www.lakeheadu.ca/academics/departments/english/marking-standards
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0 on the assignment in question. It might also be subject to more severe academic 
penalties. See the Code of Student Behaviour. 
  
Class Policies 
 
• Students are expected to have read the text materials before the class 
• Students will be prepared with talking points and willing to answer questions and 

dialogue with one another 
• Laptops, tablets and phones will be limited to announced activities during in class 

time 
• All individuals will treat each other with respect and kindness during class time 

discussions 
 
University Policies  
•  Students in this course are expected to conform to the Code of Student Behaviour2.  
 
•  Accommodations: Lakehead University is committed to achieving full accessibility 

for persons with disabilities in accordance with the terms of the Ontario Human 
Rights Code3. This occurs through a collaborative process that acknowledges a 
collective obligation to develop an accessible learning environment that both meets 
the needs of students and preserves the essential academic requirements of the 
course. Part of this commitment includes arranging academic accommodations for 
students with disabilities to ensure they have an equitable opportunity to participate 
in all their academic activities. If you think you may need accommodations, you are 
strongly encouraged to contact Student Accessibility Services (SAS) and register as 
early as possible4.  

• This course outline is available online through the English Department homepage5 
and/ the Desire2Learn site for the course6. 

 

                                                           
2 Student Code of Conduct 
3 Ontario Human Rights Code 
4 Student Accessibility Services 
5 English Academics information 
6 D2L home link 
 

https://www.lakeheadu.ca/students/student-life/student-conduct
http://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/ontario-human-rights-code
https://www.lakeheadu.ca/students/student-life/student-services/accessibility
https://www.lakeheadu.ca/academics/departments/english
http://lakeheadu.desire2learn.com/d2l/home
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