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English 3115WA: 16th Century Literature – 2020 Winter term 

Course Location:  Ryan Building (RB)1045 

Class Times: 4:00pm-5:30PM  

Prerequisites: ENGL 1115; ENGL 2250; ENGL 2251; ENGL 2913 

To our Student:  Should you require information or documents from our office in 
another format, please let us know. We are happy to help you.  Contact your instructor 
or our Department of English Administrative Assistant.   
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Instructor Information 

• Instructor:  Dr. Angie Wong 
• Office:  RB 2036 
• Telephone:  343-8625 ext. 8531 
• Email:  awong9@lakeheadu.ca 
• Office Hours:  Tuesdays 11:00am-12:00PM or by appointment 

Course Description/Overview 

This course is a study of prominent prose, drama, and poetry from the sixteenth 
century. We will examine major authors of Western classics and discuss their influence 
and contexts in relation to the paradigmatic shifts taking place in Western Civilization at 
the time. We will also analyze the influences of storytelling and narrative function 
relative to new considerations of humanity/humanism emerging at this time in history. 

Course Objectives and/or Learner Outcomes 

• read texts of all kinds critically, and assess their rhetorical, ideological and aesthetic 
strategies. 

• write well (grammatically correct, clear, effective prose). 
• communicate ideas effectively and coherently, in both the persuasive essay, and a 

variety of other forms. 
• identify the conventions of a variety of genres, both general (such as poetry) and 

specific (such as the sonnet), and to identify ways in which individual texts work 
within, or expand the definitions of, that genre. 

• analyse specific literary devices and explain how those devices contribute to the 
meaning of a literary text. 

• explain the role of literature in articulating and creating categories of identity. 
• explain how a text is produced by, and produces, its historical and cultural context. 
• use library resources to research a topic and use what they discover to illuminate a 

text. 
• adapt the tools of literary analysis to cross-disciplinary and cross-cultural inquiry. 
• apply their knowledge of how literature works to their own writing. 
• read texts critically in a variety of historical contexts. 
• think independently and critically about literature and the issues raised by texts 
• identify and assess the social, environmental and other ethical themes presented in 

texts 
• analyze texts from a variety of theoretical perspectives. 
• research a topic and present their findings to a class of advanced English students 
• lead class discussion effectively 
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Course Resources 

Required Course Text(s) 

Greenblatt, Stephen, Maus, Katharine Eisaman, and George Logan, editors. The Norton 
Anthology of English Literature: The Sixteenth Century and Early Seventeenth Century. 
Volume B, tenth edition. W.W. Norton & Company, 2018. (available in the bookstore) 

Course Communications: 

• All secondary readings and/or communications will be conducted through Lakehead 
student emails (myinfo). 

Weekly Reading and Lecture Schedule 

Norton Anthology of English Literature= NAEL 

Week 1: Introduction to the course 

Jan 8: review basic principles of the course, course organization, core concepts, major 
areas of focus, theoretical perspectives 

Week 2: Rethinking the Social/Human (Thomas More) 

Jan 13 & 15: Utopia; Thomas More to Peter Giles; Book I—NAEL 

Week 3: Church and State; Society and Politics (More cont’d) 

Jane 20 & 22: Book II; Thomas More to His Friend Peter Giles—NAEL 

Week 4: Man, Faith, and Language (The Bible, Tyndale, Calvin) 

Jan 27 & 29: Corinthians 13; Tyndale’s Translation; The Geneva Bible; The Douay-
Rheims Version; The Authorized (King Janes) Version; The Obedience of a Christian 
Man; The Institution of Christian Religion; Book 3, Chapter 21—NAEL 

Week 5: Women: Patriarchy and Monarchy (Mary Queen of Scots) 

Feb 3 & 5: Casket Letter Number 2; Letter to Elizabeth I; Narrative of the Execution of 
the Queen of Scots—NAEL 

- Secondary reading: Heinrich Krämer and Jacob Sprenger, from The Malleus 
Malificarum 

- Feb 5: passage analysis due midnight 

Week 6: Monarchy: Women and Patriarchy (Elizabeth I) 
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Feb 10 & 12: Verses Written with a Diamond; Speech to the House of Commons; A 
Speech to a Joint Delegation of Lords and Common; A Letter to Mary, Queen of Scots; 
The “Golden Speech”—NAEL 

Week 7: Reading Week 

Week 8: Defending Expression (Sir Philip Sidney) 

Feb 24 & 26: The Defence of Poesy; selection of sonnets—NAEL  

Week 9: Man and Purpose (Christopher Marlowe) 

Mar 2 & 4: Doctor Faustus; The Tragical History of Doctor Faustus; the Two Text of 
Doctor Faustus—NAEL 

Week 10: Shakespeare and the Other 

Mar 9 & 11: Othello—NAEL  

Week 11: Into the 17th Century 

Mar 16 & 18: Paradise Lost—NAEL 

- Mar 16: Argumentative essay due midnight 

Week 12: Review 

Mar 23 & 25: final overview/review of the course 

Final exam scheduled by the university during exam period (April 2020) 

Assignments and Evaluation 

Assignment Due date Value 
Participation  Throughout term 10% 
Passage Analysis February 5 25% 
Argumentative Essay March 16  30% 
Final Exam Exam period 35% 

Assignment Policies 

• In an effort to reduce paper waste, all assignments are due via email submission to 
the instructor by 11:59pm (midnight) of the due date. 

• All assignments should be submitted as MS word doc. or doc.x file (no pdf) 
• Extension requests should be made no less than one week prior to assignment due 

dates (except for SAS accommodation)  
• Unless you ask for (and receive) an extension, late essays will be penalized by 2% 

per day (to a maximum of 20%) and will not be accepted after midnight of the 
deadline date.  
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• The final exam must be written on the date scheduled by the university, so do not 
make travel plans for the exam period until the exam schedule is posted.  

• All assignments must be in MLA format, double spaced, with 1” margins, and in 12-
point font.   

• Exceptions to these policies are allowed only with a doctor’s note or other 
appropriate documentation. 

Details of Assignments 

Participation 

Your voice matters in this course and your learning depends on sharing your 
thought/insights respectfully and by listening to others. While participation begins with 
attendance, student engagement with the instructor and with other students are 
effective pedagogical and social practices. Each lecture/seminar is an opportunity for 
participation. Evaluating participation is based on whether or not the student appears to 
have done the course readings and whether or not the student listens and speaks 
respectfully to the ideas of others. 

Passage Analysis 
This assignment asks students to practice and further develop their understanding/use 
of critical, historical, and literary theory by comparing and contrasting two or more 
selected passages. Passages will be provided with the assignment guidelines. Students 
may discuss the passages in terms of themes, rhetorical devices, linguistic structure, 
narratological function, etc.  

Argumentative Essay 

The final essay of this course asks students to write an argumentative essay; one that 
offers a historical, plot-based, or critical argument that can be supported by the text. 
Given the style of argumentative essays, students are encouraged to develop rich 
textual analyses and offer critical insights into the overall influence of 16th century 
literature. 

Final Exam 

The final exam will be scheduled for the last day of classes and will be conducted in-
class during lecture period. The final exam will consist of a matching reading quiz and 
one essay, which will be chosen from a list of three questions. 

Marking Standards 

All assignments will be marked in accordance with the English Department Marking 
Standards1.  

  

                                                           
1 https://www.lakeheadu.ca/academics/departments/english/marking-standards 

https://www.lakeheadu.ca/academics/departments/english/marking-standards
https://www.lakeheadu.ca/academics/departments/english/marking-standards
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Collaboration/Plagiarism Rules 

Plagiarism is the unacknowledged use of someone else's words and/or ideas. Not 
acknowledging your debt to the ideas of a secondary source, failing to use quotation 
marks when you are quoting directly, buying essays from essay banks, copying another 
student's work, or working together on an individual assignment, all constitute 
plagiarism. Resubmitting material you've submitted to another course is also academic 
dishonesty. All plagiarized work (in whole or in part) and other forms of academic 
dishonesty will be reported to the Dean, who is responsible for judging academic 
misconduct and imposing penalties. The minimum penalty for academic misconduct is a 
0 on the assignment in question. It might also be subject to more severe academic 
penalties. See the Code of Student Behaviour2.  

Course Policies 

• Student Accessibility Services (SAS) accommodations should be disclosed to the 
instructor as soon as possible 

• Laptops and electronic devices for note taking are permitted in this course 
• Students do not have permission to audio/video record any lecture or 

presentation materials from this course 
• Please email the instructor if you have any questions about the syllabus, 

schedule, course organization and expectations 

University Policies 

• Students in this course are expected to conform to the Code of Student Behaviour - 
Academic Integrity3.  

• Accommodations: Lakehead University is committed to achieving full accessibility 
for persons with disabilities in accordance with the terms of the Ontario Human 
Rights Code4. This occurs through a collaborative process that acknowledges a 
collective obligation to develop an accessible learning environment that both meets 
the needs of students and preserves the essential academic requirements of the 
course. Part of this commitment includes arranging academic accommodations for 
students with disabilities to ensure they have an equitable opportunity to participate 
in all of their academic activities. If you think you may need accommodations, you 
are strongly encouraged to contact Student Accessibility Services (SAS)5 and 
register as early as possible.  

• This course outline is available online through the English Department homepage6. 

 

                                                           
2 https://www.lakeheadu.ca/current-students/student-conduct/academic-integrity/node/51239 
3 https://www.lakeheadu.ca/faculty-and-staff/policies/student-related/code-of-student-behaviour-and-
disciplinary-procedures 
4 http://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/ontario-human-rights-code 
5 https://www.lakeheadu.ca/faculty-and-staff/departments/services/sas 
6 https://www.lakeheadu.ca/academics/departments/english 

https://www.lakeheadu.ca/faculty-and-staff/policies/student-related/code-of-student-behaviour-and-disciplinary-procedures
https://www.lakeheadu.ca/current-students/student-conduct/academic-integrity/node/51239
https://www.lakeheadu.ca/current-students/student-conduct/academic-integrity/node/51239
http://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/ontario-human-rights-code
http://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/ontario-human-rights-code
https://www.lakeheadu.ca/faculty-and-staff/departments/services/sas
https://www.lakeheadu.ca/academics/departments/english
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