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English 3031 WA 2020: Advanced Rhetoric: Classical Rhetoric 

Course Location: ATAC 1005 

Class Times: Monday and Wednesday 1:00-2:20pm 

Prerequisites: Two FCEs in English, including at least one half-course at the second-
year level, or permission of the Chair of the Department 

To our Student:  Should you require information or documents from our office in another 
format, please let us know. We are happy to help you.  Contact your instructor or our 
Department of English Administrative Assistant.   
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Instructor Information 

• Instructor: Dr. Douglas W. Hayes 
• Office: RB 3033 
• Telephone: (807) 346-7885 
• Email: dhayes@lakeheadu.ca 
• Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:30-12:30 

Course Description/Overview 

(From the university calendar): A study of a variety of rhetorical theories, strategies, and forms. 
Topics will vary according to the instructor, but may include political rhetoric, oratory, classical 
and modern rhetorical theory, and rhetoric in contemporary media.  

We will study rhetoric, the art of persuasion, as it was first developed and practised by the 
ancient Greeks and Romans.  The system of rhetoric they developed became the foundation of 
education in the western world from their own time until the 1800’s, a period of some two 
thousand years.  Thus, the study of classical rhetoric not only provides students with the tools to 
write and speak more effectively, but also provides an indispensable link to how people in the 
western world thought about speaking and writing of all kinds for most of recorded history.   

Course Objectives and/or Learner Outcomes 

• read texts of all kinds critically, and assess their rhetorical, ideological and aesthetic 
strategies. 

• write well (grammatically correct, clear, effective prose). 
• communicate ideas effectively and coherently, in both the persuasive essay, and a 

variety of other forms. 
• identify the conventions of a variety of genres, both general and specific, and to 

identify ways in which individual texts work within, or expand the definitions of, that 
genre. 

• analyse specific literary devices and explain how those devices contribute to the 
meaning of a literary text. 

• explain the role of literature in articulating and creating categories of identity. 
• explain how a text is produced by, and produces, its historical and cultural context. 
• use library resources to research a topic and use what they discover to illuminate a 

text. 
• adapt the tools of literary analysis to cross-disciplinary inquiry. 
• apply their knowledge of how literature works to their own writing. 
• read texts critically in a variety of historical contexts. 
• think independently and critically about literature and the issues raised by texts 
• identify and assess the social, environmental and other ethical themes presented in 

texts 
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Course Resources 

Required Course Text(s) 

• Edward P. J. Corbett and Robert J. Connors, Classical Rhetoric for the Modern Student, 4th 
ed. (New York and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999) 

Course Schedule    

Jan.  

06–introduction to course  

08– reading: Chapter I “Introduction” pg. 1-26  

 

13–Invention reading: Chapter II “Three Modes of Persuasion” pg. 27-84 

15–" Three Modes of Persuasion” cont.  

 

20–Fable Due (10%); reading: Chapter II “The Topics” pg. 84-130 

22–" The Topics” cont.   

 

27–reading: Chapter II “Looking for an Argument” pg. 130-36, “External Aids to Invention” pg. 
141-84 

29–reading: Chapter II “Socrates’ Apology” and rhetorical analysis pg. 195-209 

Feb.  

03–Arrangement reading: Chapter III pg. 256-92 

05–reading: Chapter III “Letter from Birmingham Jail” and rhetorical analysis pg. 301-19 

 

10–reading: Quintilian Institutio Oratoria Bk. 1 Ch. 1 (supplied) 

12–Quintilian Institutio Oratoria Bk. 2 Ch. 4 (supplied) 

 

17-19–Reading Week (No Class) 

 

24–Refutation Due (25%); Style reading: Chapter IV “Diction and Sentences” pg. 337-59  
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26–reading: Chapter IV “Study of Style” pg. 359-77  

Mar. 

02–reading: Chapter IV “Figures of Speech” pg. 377-411 

04–“Figures of Speech” cont.; last day to drop classes Friday 09 March 2018 

 

09–Encomium Due (25%); “Figures of Speech”; (Argument 30% take-home final assigned) 

11–reading: Chapter IV “Imitation” pg. 411-24  

 

16–reading: pg. 424-48  

18–rhetoric and belles lettres 

 

23–Commonplace Book Due (10%) 

25–reading: Chapter IV “Hugh Blair” pg. 448-59  

30–summary 

Apr. 

01–Argument Due (30%)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Assignments and Evaluation 

Table of Assignments  
Assignment Due date Value Length 
Fable 20 Jan. 10% 2 pages 
Refutation 24 Feb. 25% 3 pages 
Encomium 09 Mar. 25%  4 pages 
Commonplace Book 23 Mar. 10% varies 
Argument 01 Apr.       30% 5 pages 

• All assignments are individual assignments and cannot be completed collaboratively.   
• Assignments are due by 4:30pm on the dates indicated.  If you do not hand in your 

paper in class, have it date stamped by security and submit it either to the English 
department office (RB3029), or to the instructor’s office.   

• If you require an extension, you must ask for one BEFORE the due date.   
• Unless you ask for (and receive) an extension, late essays will be penalized by 2% 

per day (to a maximum of 20%), and will not be accepted after 4:30pm on deadline 
date.  
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• The final exam must be written on the date scheduled, so do not make travel plans 
for the exam period until the exam schedule is posted.  

• All assignments must be in MLA format, double-spaced, with 1” margins, and in 12-
point font.   

• Exceptions to these policies are allowed only with a doctor’s note or other appropriate 
documentation. 

Details of Assignments 

Fable 

This assignment, the first and most elementary exercise of the classical 
progymnasmata, should be two double-spaced typed pages (500 words) in length. It is 
worth 10% and is due on 20 January. Grammar and mechanics count, so proofread 
your work. Read the following fable by Aesop (Greek, fl. 620-650 BCE) and re-tell it by 
expanding its details, assigning speeches to its characters, and amplifying its meaning. 

A Lion was awakened from sleep by a Mouse running over his face. Rising up angrily, he 
caught him and was about to kill him, when the Mouse piteously entreated, saying: “If you would 
only spare my life, I would be sure to repay your kindness.” The Lion laughed and let him go. It 
happened shortly after this that the Lion was caught by some hunters, who bound him by strong 
ropes to the ground. The Mouse, recognizing his roar, came and gnawed the rope with his 
teeth, and set him free, exclaiming: 

"You ridiculed the idea of my ever being able to help you, not expecting to receive from me any 
repayment of your favor; now you know that it is possible for even a Mouse to confer benefits on 
a Lion." (From Aesop, Fables, ed. George Fyler Townsend, 10th ed., 1880) 

Refutation 

This assignment, the fifth exercise of the classical progymnasmata, should be three 
double-spaced typed pages (750 words) in length. It is worth 25% and is due on 24 
February. Grammar and mechanics count, so be sure to proofread. 

Robert J. Connors, the contributor who wrote the section on the progymnasmata in our 
textbook, has this to say of the exercise: 

Refutation is the disproving of some claim, but Apthonius says that the writer must 
be certain not to challenge anything that is factual or to bother with anything 
manifestly impossible. The usual structure of a refutation is first to state the false 
assertion, then to demonstrate why it is false with reference to its being unclear, 
improbable, impossible, illogical, unsuitable, or, finally, impractical. (Corbett and 
Connors, Classical Rhetoric for the Modern Student, 4th ed., 485-86) 

Refute the following claim: The study of rhetoric is a waste of time and resources 
because it fails to prepare students for a specific job and therefore draws on public 
funds without contributing anything useful to society. 
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Encomium 

This assignment, the eighth exercise of the classical progymnasmata, should be four 
double-spaced typed pages (1000 words) in length. It is worth 25% and is due on 09 
March. Grammar and mechanics count, so be sure to proofread. 

Choose a prominent person in contemporary Canadian culture and write an extended 
encomium of that person's actions, character, or place in history.  

Commonplace Book 

This assignment, a model of the commonplace books in which people in the ancient, 
medieval, and early modern worlds, recorded speech and spoken texts they wished to 
remember, is completed throughout the term on a daily basis. Each class day will begin, 
as classes in rhetoric did for 2000 years, with a dictated text that students will write 
down. Research has shown that the cognitive benefits of handwriting as opposed to 
typing are different, so please handwrite if possible to maximize the impact of this 
ancient assignment. For a popular overview of the academic research, see 
<https://www.theguardian.com/science/2014/dec/16/cognitive-benefits-handwriting-
decline-typing>. It is worth 10% and is due on 23 March. 

Argument 

This assignment, the thirteenth exercise of the classical progymnasmata, should be five 
double-spaced typed pages (1250 words) in length. It is worth 30% and is due on 01 
April. Grammar and mechanics count, so be sure to proofread. Use MLA style to 
document all quotations and paraphrases, and refer to the guidelines for writing 
arguments on page 488 of Classical Rhetoric for the Modern Student, 4th ed. 

Write an argument in response to the following: Is the study of classical rhetoric useful 
in the twenty-first century? 

Marking Standards 

All assignments will be marked in accordance with the English Department Marking 
Standards1.  

Collaboration/Plagiarism Rules 

Plagiarism is the unacknowledged use of someone else's words and/or ideas. Not 
acknowledging your debt to the ideas of a secondary source, failing to use quotation 
marks when you are quoting directly, buying essays from essay banks, copying another 
student's work, or working together on an individual assignment, all constitute 
plagiarism. Resubmitting material you've submitted to another course is also academic 
dishonesty. All plagiarized work (in whole or in part) and other forms of academic 
                                                           
1 https://www.lakeheadu.ca/academics/departments/english/marking-standards 

https://www.lakeheadu.ca/academics/departments/english/marking-standards
https://www.lakeheadu.ca/academics/departments/english/marking-standards
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dishonesty will be reported to the Dean, who is responsible for judging academic 
misconduct and imposing penalties. The minimum penalty for academic misconduct is a 
0 on the assignment in question. It might also be subject to more severe academic 
penalties. See the Student Code of Conduct - Academic Integrity2.  

Course Policies 

Video and audio recording is prohibited in class without the written permission of the 
professor. 

Students with no prior familiarity with the literature of the European Middle Ages and 
Early Modern period are advised that the vast majority of extant poetry, prose, and 
drama composed in Latin and vernacular languages from 400–1700 CE contains overt 
Christian content and themes. Please note that we will study the texts with Christian 
content as literary and cultural exemplars rather than as expressions of religious faith, 
and no prior familiarity with the Christian tradition is expected.   

University Policies 

• Students in this course are expected to conform to the Student Code of Conduct3.  
• Accommodations: Lakehead University is committed to achieving full accessibility 

for persons with disabilities in accordance with the terms of the Ontario Human 
Rights Code4. This occurs through a collaborative process that acknowledges a 
collective obligation to develop an accessible learning environment that both meets 
the needs of students and preserves the essential academic requirements of the 
course. Part of this commitment includes arranging academic accommodations for 
students with disabilities to ensure they have an equitable opportunity to participate 
in all of their academic activities. If you think you may need accommodations, you 
are strongly encouraged to contact Student Accessibility Services (SAS)5 and 
register as early as possible.    

• This course outline is available online through the English Department homepage6 
and/or the Desire2Learn7 site for the course. 

 

 

                                                           
2 https://www.lakeheadu.ca/students/student-life/student-conduct/academic-integrity 
3 https://www.lakeheadu.ca/students/student-life/student-conduct 
4 http://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/ontario-human-rights-code 
5 http://studentaccessibility.lakeheadu.ca 
6 https://www.lakeheadu.ca/academics/departments/english 
7 http://lakeheadu.desire2learn.com/d2l/home 

https://www.lakeheadu.ca/students/student-life/student-conduct/academic-integritynode/51239
https://www.lakeheadu.ca/students/student-life/student-conduct
http://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/ontario-human-rights-code
http://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/ontario-human-rights-code
http://studentaccessibility.lakeheadu.ca/
https://www.lakeheadu.ca/academics/departments/english
http://lakeheadu.desire2learn.com/d2l/login
http://studentaccessibility.lakeheadu.ca/
https://lakeheadu.desire2learn.com/d2l/home
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