
Graduate Course offerings 2021-2022 

ENGL/SOCJ 5215 FDE – Special Topics in Literature, Culture, & Social Justice: 

Narratives of Climate Change – Dr. D Ivison - Zoom 

Note: cross-listed with SOCJ 5215 FDE - Zoom 

“The climate crisis is also a crisis of culture, and thus of the imagination.” (Amitav 
Ghosh, The Great Derangement 9) 

“As we hear one piece of bad news after another, you might expect us to feel that we 
had shifted from a mere ecological crisis into what should instead be called a profound 
mutation in our relation to the world. And yet this is surely not the case.” (Bruno Latour, 
Facing Gaia 8) 

“Global warming has performed a radical shift in the status of the weather. Why? 
Because the world as such – not just a specific idea of world but world in its entirety – 
has evaporated. Or, rather, we are realizing that we never had it in the first place.” 
(Timothy Morton, Hyperobjects 101) 

Climate change, or global warming, or the climate crisis, or the climate emergency, is 
one of the most prominent issues of our era. Its prominence is not always reflected in 
contemporary culture, but an increasing number of texts in a variety of genres and 
media have engaged directly or indirectly with climate change. In this course we will 
read a selection of narratives of climate change and in doing so examine the 
representation of climate change and the challenge of effectively and meaningfully 
engaging with climate change. 

Discussion of climate change is not just discussion of climate change, however. 
Frequently, climate change functions as a means of discussing other issues: modernity, 
capitalism, consumerism, industrialization, humanity’s relationship to the ‘nature’, 
technology, culture, the world order, European imperialism, white supremacy, and 
American power, etc. In reading climate change narratives, then, we will examine the 
ideological work performed and the range of issues addressed by such narratives. 

ENGL 5411 FDE Special Topics 1 – English and Scottish Popular Ballads and their 

Afterlife – Dr. Douglas Hayes - Zoom  

Note: cross-listed with ENGL 4010 FDE 

Francis James Child's 1860 collection, English and Scottish Popular Ballads, brought 

together 305 different ballads and their variants, almost all from the "long Renaissance" 

of the 14th through 18th centuries.  Coming as it did at the birth of English Studies as an 

academic discipline, the ballads became a mainstay of curricula in English Departments 

nearly everywhere. Elizabeth Waterson, writing of the English curriculum at Montreal's 

McGill University in 1939, explains: "The Legend at McGill is that if you want to pass 

freshman English, you need to know the Ballads, Burns, and the Bible" (Rapt in Plaid: 



Canadian Literature and Scottish Tradition 4). While this requirement was dropped 

nearly everywhere over time, the ballads have had a lasting and living influence in 

popular culture to this day in British and North American old-time and folk music, blues, 

country, bluegrass, Newfoundland trad, the Folk Revival of the 1960's and the 

Transnational Roots Revival of the 2010's. We will read a selection of ballads with an 

eye for recurring motifs, patterns, and themes including fatalism, gender-based 

violence, transgression and punishment, exile and longing, and others. We will balance 

this by listening to more recent performances of the ballads, both in the important 

collection performed by Ewan McColl in the Smithsonian Folkways recordings and in 

other renditions by artists as various as the Carter Family, Bill Monroe, Doc Watson, 

Jean Ritchie, Bob Dylan, Joan Baez, Fairport Convention, Simon and Garfunkel, Led 

Zeppelin, Roseanne Cash, Fleet Foxes, Anais Mitchell, and others. 

ENGL 5430 FA – Special Topics in Victorian Literature: Victorian Life Writing – Dr. M 

Flegel – on campus 

This course will focus on life writing in Victorian England. It will focus on a number of 

different genres from a variety of subject positions, such as testimony, working-class 

biography, bildungsroman, and animal autobiography.  

ENGL 5770 FDE – Advanced Scholarly Methods – Dr. D Hannah - Zoom 

This course will offer instruction in graduate-level research, writing, and reading skills. 

The course will provide an overview of major modes of literary studies scholarship with 

special attention paid to: conceptualizing a research project; accessing and evaluating 

primary and secondary sources; and planning, drafting, and revising proposals and 

essays. The course will build toward a conference of student work. 

** This is a required course for all first-year graduate students. Students who have taken 

English 5790 are not required to take English 5770. 

 

ENGL 5090 WA – Special Topics in Children’s Literature: – Young Adult Fiction and 

the Crises of Late Capitalism – Dr. C Parkes – on campus 

This course will examine contemporary YA fiction and the ways in which it represents 

the problems faced by young readers as they confront the challenges of a late capitalist 

society marked by environmental catastrophe, economic insecurity and social 

injustice.  It will explore the ways in which YA literature constructs identities in relation to 

these issues and the ways in which it has, as a genre, been transformed by them.  

ENGL/SOCJ 5215 WDE - Special Topics in Literature, Culture, & Social Justice: 

Queer-Black-Planet-Canada-Feminism: The Writings of Dionne Brand – Dr. C Lousley -   

Zoom 

Note: cross-listed with SOCJ 5215 WDE - Zoom  



A study of the oeuvre of one of the most significant contemporary Black writers, Dionne 

Brand, and the multiple sites that her theoretical, poetic, and historiographic work has 

confronted and reimagined. The seminar will cover Brand’s poetry, fiction, and 

nonfiction, the historical/materialist contexts in which she writes, how she addresses 

them, the extensive body of literary criticism on her work, and the theoretical 

conversations in which she is situated.   

ENGL/SOCJ 5750 WA – Special Topics in Indigenous Literature: Tricksters in 

Indigenous Literature – Dr. J Leggatt – on campus 

Note: cross-listed with SOCJ 5750 WB – on campus 

In this course, we will study the ways in which Indigenous writers use traditional trickster 

figures in contemporary literary and cultural storytelling genres. We will begin with an 

examination of a traditional trickster cycle. We will then move on to contemporary 

Indigenous literature, which we will study in the context of a variety of anthropological, 

cultural, nationalist, aesthetic and literary theories about tricksters. 

 


