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English 1115 WA 2020: Foundations of Literary Study 

Course Location: RB 1022  
Class Times: Tuesday and Thursday 10:00-11:20am  
 
To our Student:  Should you require information or documents from our office in another 
format, please let us know. We are happy to help you.  Contact your instructor or our 
Department of English Administrative Assistant. 
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Instructor Information 
• Instructor: Dr. Douglas W. Hayes 
• Office: RB 3033 
• Telephone: 346-7885 
• Email: dhayes@lakeheadu.ca 
• Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:30-12:30 

Graduate Assistant Information 
• Graduate Assistant: 
• Office: 
• Telephone: 
• Email: 
• Office Hours: 
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Course Description/Overview 

An introduction to literary study, focusing on texts from the major genres (drama, poetry, 
prose) within their historical and cultural contexts. Emphasis will be given to the 
development of skills in critical analysis, research, writing, and documentation. This 
course is intended to provide students with the analytical, research, and writing skills 
needed to succeed in literary studies at the university level.  

Course Objectives and/or Learner Outcomes 

• Think independently and critically about literature and the issues raised by texts 
• Read texts of all kinds critically, and assess their rhetorical, ideological and 
aesthetic strategies. 
• Explain how a text is produced by, and produces, its historical and/or cultural 
contexts. 

 • Explain the role of literature in articulating and creating categories of identity. 
• Analyze texts from a variety of theoretical perspectives. 
• Identify the conventions of a variety of genres, both general (such as poetry) and 
specific (such as the sonnet), and to identify ways in which individual texts work 
within, or expand the definitions of, that genre. 
• Identify and assess the social, environmental and ethical themes presented in texts 
• Analyze specific literary devices and explain how those devices contribute to the 
meaning of a literary text. These will include scansion and different types of 
figurative language, among others. 
• Write well (grammatically correct, clear, effective prose). 
• Communicate ideas effectively and coherently, in both the persuasive essay, and a 
variety of other forms. 
• Use library resources to research a topic and use what they discover to illuminate a 
text. 
•Apply their knowledge of how literature works to their own writing.  

•Think independently and critically about literature and the issues raised by texts. 

Course Resources 

Required Course Texts 
• Lisa Chalykoff, Neta Gordon and Paul Lumsden, gen. eds., Broadview Introduction 

to Literature, 2nd ed. (Peterborough, ON: Broadview P, 2018) 

• W.F. Garrett-Petts, Writing about Literature: A Guide for the Student Critic 
(Peterborough, ON: Broadview, 2013) 

• Margaret Laurence, The Stone Angel (Toronto: Penguin, 2004) 

• MLA Handbook, 8th ed. (New York: MLA, 2016) 
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Course Schedule 
Week 1 (7-9 Jan.): Introduction to course; Broadview Introduction to Literature (BIL) 
"The Study of Literature" pgs. xxv-xxxvi 

Week 2 (14-16 Jan.): Unit 1: Prose Fiction Writing About Literature (WAL) pgs. xxi-xxv, 
Ch. 1; BIL pgs. 1-16, WAL Ch. 2 

Week 3 (21-23 Jan.): Chopin, "The Story of an Hour" BIL pgs. 26-28, Gauld, "Freyfaxi" 
BIL pgs. 358-66; Christie, "The Extra" BIL pgs. 346-57, WAL Ch. 3 

Week 4 (28-30 Jan.): Munro "Friend of My Youth BIL pgs. 137-54; Thien, "Simple 
Recipes" BIL pgs. 337-45 

Week 5 (4-6 Feb.): essay format and documentation; Short Essay Due (15%) 

Week 6 (11-13 Feb.): review; Midterm Test (25%) 

Week 7 (18-20 Feb.): Reading Week (No Class) 

Week 8 (25-27 Feb.): Unit 2: Poetry BIL pgs. 847-72; WAL Ch. 5; "The Wife's Lament" 
BIL pgs. 874, Chaucer, "To Rosemounde" BIL 877-79  

Week 9 (3-5 Mar.): Wyatt "Whoso List to Hunt" BIL pgs. 882, Marlowe, "Passionate 
Shepherd to His Love" BIL 887, Ralegh "Nymph's Reply to the Shepherd" BIL 886, 
Shakespeare, Sonnets 18 and 130 BIL 889-91; Donne, "The Flea" BIL pg. 892, "Holy 
Sonnets 10 and 14 BIL 893-94, Milton, "When I Consider How My Light is Spent" BIL 
902, Kay, "Her" BIL 1254 (Friday 6 Mar. last day to withdraw)  

Week 10 (10-12 Mar.): Unit 3: Drama: BIL pgs. 381-90; Shakespeare, Twelfth Night BIL 
391-484  

Week 11 (17-19 Mar.): Unit 4: the Novel Laurence, The Stone Angel; Research Essay 
due (30%)  

Week 12 (24-26 Mar.): The Stone Angel (cont.) 

Week 13 (31 Mar.-2 Apr.) review; last class 
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Assignments and Evaluation 
 

Assignment Due date Value Length 
Short Essay 6 February 15% 750 words 

Midterm Test 13 February  25% 1 hour 

Research Essay 19 March 30% 2000 words 

Final Exam TBA 30% 3 hours 

Assignment Policies 
• All assignments are individual assignments and cannot be completed collaboratively.   
• Assignments are due by 4:30pm on the dates indicated.  If you do not hand in your 

paper in class, have it date stamped by security and submit it either to the English 
department office (RB3029), or to the instructor’s office.   

• If you require an extension, you must ask for one BEFORE the due date.   
• No late graded work or missed test will be accepted without both prior consultation 

with me and verifiable documentation of serious extenuating circumstances (e.g. a 
physician's note). 

• All assignments must be in MLA format, double spaced, with 1” margins, and in 12 
point font.   

• Exceptions to these policies are allowed only with a physician’s note or other 
appropriate documentation. 

Details of Assignments 

Short Essay 
This will consist of one 750-word (3 double-spaced pages in a 12-point font) essay to be 
written on one of the following topics.  It is due on Thursday 6 February 2020. 15%. 

1. Discuss the narrator in Kate Chopin's "The Story of an Hour." 

2. Examine the use of character in Michael Christie's "The Extra." 

3. Analyze the importance of setting in Alice Munro's "Friend of My Youth." 

4. Discuss the importance of diction in Madeline Thien's "Simple Recipes." 

5. Analyze intertextuality in Thomas Gauld's "Freyaxi." 

Midterm Test 
This will consist of one essay to be written in class on Thursday 13 February 2020 on a 
topic to be provided. The test will take one hour to complete. 25%. 
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Research Essay 
This is a 2000-word (8 double-spaced typed pages in a 12-point font) research essay to 
be written on one of the following topics. Papers must include references to at least two 
secondary sources. It is due on Thursday 19 March 2020. 30%. 

1. Discuss the importance of setting in Margaret Laurence's novel The Stone Angel. 

2. Examine the narrative voice in The Stone Angel. 

3. Analyze the character of Malvolio in William Shakespeare's play Twelfth Night. 

4. Examine the importance of gender in Twelfth Night. 

Final Exam 
This will consist of two essays to be written on topics to be provided at a place, date and 
time to be determined. The exam will take 3 hours to complete. 30%.  

Marking Standards  
All assignments will be marked in accordance with the English Department Marking 
Standards1. 

Collaboration/Plagiarism Rules 
Plagiarism is the unacknowledged use of someone else's words and/or ideas. Not 
acknowledging your debt to the ideas of a secondary source, failing to use quotation 
marks when you are quoting directly, buying essays from essay banks, copying another 
student's work, or working together on an individual assignment, all constitute 
plagiarism. Resubmitting material you've submitted to another course is also academic 
dishonesty. All plagiarized work (in whole or in part) and other forms of academic 
dishonesty will be reported to the Dean, who is responsible for judging academic 
misconduct and imposing penalties. The minimum penalty for academic misconduct is a 
0 on the assignment in question. It might also be subject to more severe academic 
penalties. See the Code of Student Behaviour.  

Course Policies 
Video and audio recording is prohibited in class without the written permission of the 
professor.  

University Policies 
• Students in this course are expected to conform to the Code of Student Behaviour2.  

 
1 https://www.lakeheadu.ca/programs/departments/english/marking-standards 
2 https://www.lakeheadu.ca/students/student-life/student-conduct/academic-integrity/node/51239 
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• Lakehead University provides academic accommodations for students with 
disabilities in accordance with the terms of the Ontario Human Rights Code. This 
occurs through a collaborative process that acknowledges a collective obligation to 
develop an accessible learning environment that both meets the needs of students 
and preserves the essential academic requirements of the course.  

• This course outline is available online through the English Department3 homepage. 

 
3 https://www.lakeheadu.ca/programs/departments/english 


