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PROTECTING YOUR IDEAS

Patents protect ideas, which you
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have to file for, and they protect your
invention from outright thievery.
Patents must be new, novel, and non-obvious. Cost: Thousands of dollars

INVESTIGATION
The next steps include:
-Preliminary Evaluation of
Technology by EDI Office

IDEATION
First, make a meeting!
Come talk to the EDI Office!

copyright protects the expression

-Full Evaluation of Technology
(Prior Art Searches on Patent
Databases, Market Analysis, etc.)
This can take anywhere from
a few weeks to a few months,
depending on the invention.

After initial discussions,
submit an
Invention Disclosure Form
to the EDI Office. This will
open a file for you and start the
process.

COMMERCIALIZATION
Once patents are filed, we start on a
Commercialization Plan.
It may include:
-Finding a Licensee
-Creating a Start-Up Company

CONTRACTS &
PROTECTION

Forms can be found online at:
https://www.lakeheadu.ca/
research-and-innovation/forms

The EDI office helps put a plan
together that best suits your needs,
and helps you through the process.

If proceeding with a patent, there
are a few contracts to put in place.

STEPS TO

SUCCESS

Hopefully a License or Company will
then create jobs, and contribute to
economic development and growth.

First, an Assignment Agreement
is needed to assign your invention
to Lakehead, in order for LU to
file the patent on your behalf.

trademarks protect brand names,

Then, possibly Confidentiality
Agreements will be needed, and a
Letter of Shared Financial Obligation
between you and LU to share the
cost of patenting, and any
future revenue.

and their reputation. They are symbols,
words, logos, or shapes that differentiate your product, service or business
from others. Cost: $350 and a year, with
no issues, up to three years otherwise

Then, filing the patent!
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of your ideas (literary, musical,
dramatic, artistic), and shields your
expression from being copied. You own
your own copyright automatically
when you create something, but registering it offers you greater protection.
Cost: under $100, approx. 10 weeks
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PATENTING TIMELINE
public - anyone
can see your idea

Not public

File
provisional
Patent

(12 months until expiry)

This filing date is
very important.
being 1st to file
gives patent
priority
do not disclose or
publish before
filing

approximate costs:
$2K for filing

18 months

Patent
Granted!

3 years

5 years

15 years to earn back the million dollars it took to develop and patent

7 years

11 years

20 years

USA PATENT Maintenance fees

12 months

at 12 months from
filing date, you can:
choose to file a
PCT/International
patent, which delays
choosing countries
for 1 year
OR
you can choose The
countries you want
to file in

During this time, your
patent goes through a
Rigorous review
process, and you have
to defend your claims
based on reviewer
feedback.
You might get a first
action notice of
allowance, or it might go
through multiple rounds
with an examiner.
once the application is
allowed, there is an issue
fee (Canada: $585,
USA: $1200)

$2K for PCT/INTERNATIONAL
$2K for Canadian Filing
$3K for USA FILING

year 3.5: $1300
Year 7.5: $2700
Year 11.5:: $5360

Canada Maintenance fees
(due every 12 months)

-Years 1-4: $225 per year
-Years 5-9: $275 per year
-Years 10-14: $300 per year
-Years 15-19: $400 Per year

each countries Maintenance fees
are different

depending on Reviewer feedback, changing
claims PLUS maintenance fees, protection
can cost anywhere from $5-$25k

DIRECTOR, Innovation Development

emackay@lakeheadu.ca 807.343.8724

KELLY FETTES,

After 20 years,
you no longer have
a monopoly on your
invention, and
anyone can exploit
and sell your
product (ex.
generic brands of
medicine)

All costs are in canadian dollars

WHO CAN HELP?

Ellen MacKay,

Patent Expires.
patents last 20
years from the
filing date.

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

KAFETTES@lakeheadu.ca 807.343.8871

