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Overview 

• T’kemulps & Skeetchestn Indian Bands

• Relationship of T’kemulps & Skeetchestn Indian 

Band with New Gold Inc.

• Strength of Claim

• New Afton Participation Agreement

• Permitting

• Environmental Monitoring

• Community Economic Development Agreement 

• Challenges 



Kamloops Agency

Map 1916 – Mckeena/McBride



Letter of Intent 

Benefits:

Joint Position:

Employment

Contract

Own Source Revenue

Ecological Concerns:

Water Quality & Quantity

Reclamation of Brownfield 



Strength of Claim

Determined by: Environmental 

Assessment Act, [2002] c. 43; s.11(2)(f):

the persons and organizations, including 

but not limited to the public, first nations, 

government agencies and, if warranted in 

the executive director's opinion, 

neighbouring jurisdictions, to be consulted 

by the proponent or the Environmental 

Assessment Office during the assessment, 

and the means by which the persons and 

organizations are to be provided with 

notice of the assessment, access to 

information during the assessment and 

opportunities to be consulted

Determined by: 

Ministry of the Attorney General of BC 



T’kemulps Indian Reserve 



T’kemulps Indian Band 



Skeetchestn Indian Reserve 



Skeetchestn Indian Band



New Afton Participation 

Agreement
• Employment

• Contracts

• Revenue Sharing

• Quiet Enjoyment 

Clause 

• Joint Implication 

Committee



2007 Regional 

Stk’emlupsemc

communities, other than the 

Skeetchestn and Tk’emlups,

felt that they were not 

included in the consultation 

process related to the mine 

development.  



Permit Application

New Afton was 

classified as a 

brownfield and the 

permitting was 

managed by the South 

Central Office of the 

Ministry of Energy, 

Mines and Petroleum 

and Natural Gas 

Resources





Mine Permit 229

• 5. New Afton Monitoring Board 

• Work Systems

• Waste Rock Dumps, Ore 

Stockpiles and 

• Soil Storage Stockpiles

• 3. Tailing Management Facility

• 4. Surface Water Management 

Structures

• 6. Mine Roads 



• Protection of the Land and 

Watercourses

• 1. Environmental Management Plans

• 3. Metal Leaching and Acid Rock 

Drainage

• 4. Water Management, Sediment 

Control and Monitoring

• 5. Soil Salvage and Storage

• 6. Vegetation Management 

• 7. Wildlife Protection

• 8. Archaeological and Cultural 

Heritage 

• Resources

• 9. Air Quality

• Reclamation Program

• 1.Reclamation Security

• 3. Land Use

• 4. Capability

• 5. Long-term Stability

• 6. Re-vegetation

• 8. Landforms

• 10. Waste Dumps

• 11. Erosion Control 

• 12. Watercourses

• 13. Impoundments

• 14. Roads

• 16. Metal Uptake in Vegetation

• 18. Monitoring

• 22. Reclamation/Closure Plan



Environmental Monitoring Board

• Water Use – Water Quality 

• Permitting and Licences

• Site Reclamation, Closure and Post-

Closure



Water Study

• Water intake study to 

determine if 

Kamloops grey and 

storm water was 

viable for mineral 

processing

• Use to control dust

• Tailing Ponds water 

and evaporation 

control 



Additional Permitting 

• Exploration

• Renewal of 

existing Permits 

• Water Licence 

Review

• Review of Dust 

and Site Air Quality



Site Reclamation and Post-

Closure 
• Review of Reclamation 

Plan

• Review of 

Closure Plans

• Tailings Pond

Construction 

Tailings Ponds

Closure

Issues:

Legacy Concerns



Announcement from British Columbia to 

share Mineral Tax Revenue 2008

• Provincial 

announcement to 

revenue share on all 

new mines initially 

offered at 3% of 13% 

of Mineral Tax on Net 

Revenue

• Currently being 

expanded to existing 

mines…

.



Economic and Community 

Development Agreement
• Stk’emlupsemc 

communities, other than 

the Skeetchestn and 

Tk’emlups independently 

negotiated 37% of 13%

• Infrastructure money

• Modeled after the Forest 

and Range Community 

Economic Development 

Agreements

• Quiet Enjoyment Clause



Challenges 

– Water Use

– Emphasis on Reclamation as part of the 

Mine Design

– Emphasis on Waste Management as part 

of initial Permitting process

– Separate Assurance for Tailings Ponds

– Crown and Mine Management turn over  

– Knowledge Transfer


