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MEMORANDUM 
 
Date: October 28, 2015 
 
To: Doug Ivison, Chair, Senate Academic Committee 
 
From: Peggy Smith, Chair, SAC-OAGC Joint Sub-Committee 
 
Subject: Indigenous Content Requirement—Definition of “Indigenous” 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
	
Dear SAC Committee Members, 
 
The SAC-OAGC Joint Sub-Committee was asked to clarify the definition of 
“Indigenous”. In the Learner Outcomes for Indigenous Courses document (dated 
January 29, 2015) and submitted to SAC for approval, we included the following 
footnote on definitions: 
 
“Although ‘Aboriginal’ is the term defined in section 35 of the Constitution Act as 
including Indian, Métis and Inuit, not all communities like the term. Most Aboriginal 
communities like to be identified by their Nation’s name, e.g. Anishinaabe, Cree 
(Mushkegowuk), Sto:lo, Nisga’a. A more neutral and acceptable term is “Indigenous” 
which is commonly used in the international arena. We use the terms “Aboriginal” and 
“Indigenous” interchangeably.” 
 
The Joint Sub-Committee has further discussed the definition and is making the 
recommendation that, acknowledging there is no one accepted definition for 
“Indigenous”, we will follow the criteria described by the United Nations Permanent 
Forum on Indigenous Issues described in the Factsheet, Who are Indigenous Peoples? 
(http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/5session_factsheet1.pdf). 
 
These criteria include: 

• Self-identification as Indigenous peoples at the individual level and accepted by 
the community as their member; 

• Historical continuity with pre-colonial and/or pre-settler societies; 
• Distinct social, economic or political systems; 
• Distinct language, culture and beliefs; 
• Form non-dominant groups of society; and 
• Resolve to maintain and reproduce their ancestral environments and systems as 

distinctive peoples and communities. 
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We would also like to recommend that the University adopt the style of capitalizing 
“Indigenous” and other related terms—“Aboriginal”, “Métis”, “Inuit”—as per the 
Canadian Style recommendations for capitalization below: 
 
From http://www.btb.termiumplus.gc.ca/tcdnstyl-
chap?lang=eng&lettr=chapsect4&info0=4 
 
“4.11 Races, languages and peoples 
Capitalize nouns and adjectives referring to race, tribe, nationality and language: 

• Amerindian 
• Anglophone 
• Arabic 
• Caucasian 
• Cree 
• Francophone 
• French 
• Indian 
• Inuk (plural: Inuit) 
• Métis 

… The form of some words may vary depending on the meaning: 

• Highlander (inhabitant of the Scottish Highlands) 
o highlander (inhabitant of any highland area) 
• Aborigine (one of the indigenous peoples of Australia) 
o aborigine (indigenous inhabitant of a region) 
• Pygmy (member of a group of African peoples) 
o pygmy (small in stature; insignificant) 

Capitalize the singular and plural forms of the nouns Status Indian, Registered Indian, 
Non-Status Indian and Treaty Indian, as well as the terms Aboriginal, Native and 
Indigenous when they refer to Aboriginal people in Canada. 

… For further information on the representation of Aboriginal (Native) peoples in written 
communications, see Chapter 14 Elimination of Stereotyping in Written 
Communications.” 

Respectfully submitted, 

 


