
 

 

 

 
 
Intent: 
 
This document provides direction to ensure that University employees (staff/faculty) follow 
procedures that maintain functional emergency facilities.   
 
 
Scope: 
 
This policy applies to all eyewash stations and emergency showers on campus.   
 
 
Definitions: 
Emergency Shower  A drench or deluge shower that is designed to sustain a water 

cascade over the entire body. 
 
Eyewash Station Designed to flush the eyes and face only.  The units installed by the 

University can maintain an uninterrupted supply of water. 
 
 
Legislation and Standards 
 
O. Reg 851, Industrial Establishments, Sections 81, 124, 125. 
 
American Standards Institute (ANSI) Standard: Z358.1 – 2009: Emergency Eyewash and Shower 
Equipment 
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Procedure:  
 
The need for and type of equipment shall be determined by the area Supervisor in consultation 
with the Office of Human Resources – Health and Safety. 
 
1. New emergency equipment shall conform to the American National Standard Institute (ANSI) 

Z358.1 – 2009 Emergency Eyewash and Shower Equipment and all amendments. 
 

 
Guidelines:  
 
Emergency Showers: 
1. Shower locations must be identified with a highly visible sign; the areas must be well lit and 

free from obstructions. 
2. It is the responsibility of the Department Chair or the area Supervisor to assign responsibility 

for the testing of the shower facilities and to ensure compliance to these guidelines. 
3. The function of the shower shall be verified every six months and recorded on the 

Emergency Shower Record Tag.  The tag shall be displayed in a visible location near the 
shower unit.  See Appendix A for testing parameters. 

4. Replacement tags are available from Human Resources. 
5. Arrangements can be made to borrow shower testing equipment from Physical Plant, 343-

8273. 
6. Electrical equipment must never be placed near the shower.  Should an electrical panel be 

located adjacent to a shower unit, it must be covered with a plastic panel.  If the cover is 
missing Physical Plant must be immediately notified at 343-8273. 

 
Eyewash Stations: 
7. It is the responsibility of the Department Chair or the area Supervisor to assign responsibility 

for the testing of the eyewash facilities and to ensure compliance to these guidelines. 
8. Plumbed eyewash stations shall be activated weekly when labs are in use to verify proper 

operation.  The check shall be recorded on the supplied record tag.  See Appendix A for 
testing parameters. 

9. Replacement tags are available from Human Resources. 
10. Periods of inactivity in the lab (eyewash station testing not required) must be noted on the 

eyewash record tag. 
11. The nozzles on the eyewash unit must be protected from airborne contaminants.  Dust covers 

are supplied with the units.  Activation of the unit will remove the dust covers without a 
separate motion by the operator.  This shall be verified as part of the weekly check. 

12. Eyewash locations shall be identified with a highly visible sign and the areas shall be well lit 
and kept free from obstructions. 

13. Personal eyewash equipment can be used as support to plumbed eyewash units or where 
there is no access to plumbing (i.e. Field trips).  Instructions and the expiration date must be 
affixed to the unit or bottle.  Expired solutions must be disposed. 

 
Evaluation: 
 
This procedure shall be evaluated by the Health and Safety Officer every two years.   



 

 

Appendix A 
 

Emergency Eyewash Testing Parameters  
 

  Is the eyewash identified by a highly visible sign? 
 

  Has the eyewash been checked on a weekly basis or period of inactivity noted? 
 

  Are all weekly checks recorded on the attached record tag?  Is the tag visible?  
 

  Is the area surrounding the eyewash station free of all obstructions? 
 

  Is the unit free from visible hazards (i.e. Sharp objects protruding)? 
 

  Is the unit easily activated by depressing the hand panel? 
 

  Are the nozzles protected by dust covers? 
 

  Are the covers removed by activation of the unit? 
 

  Is the water flowing to both eyepieces? 
 

  Is the water flowing equally from both eyepieces? 
 

  Is the water clear? 
 

  Is the water lukewarm to the touch? 
 

  If not initially clear, is the water clear after running for 2 minutes? 
 

  Does the water continue to flow until the hand paddle is returned to its resting 
position? 
 

  Any other concerns not listed? 
 

  Eyewash Station meets the standards listed above. 
 



 

 

Emergency Shower Testing Parameters  
 

  Is the shower identified by a highly visible sign? 
 

  Has the shower been checked every 6 months? 
 

  Is the shower check recorded every six months on the record tag?  Is the tag visible?  
 

  Is the area surrounding the shower free of all obstructions? 
 

  If present, are adjacent electrical panels covered with plastic panels? 
 

  Is the unit easily activated by pulling the chain? 
 

  Is the water flowing evenly from the shower head? 
 

  Is the water clear? 
 

  If not initially clear, is the water clear after running for 2 minutes? 
 

  Does the water continue to flow until the chain is returned to its resting position? 
 

  Any other concerns not listed? 
 

  Shower meets standards listed above. 
 
 
 
 


