
	

	

Department	of	Anthropology	
Introduction	to	Biological	Anthropology	and	Archaeology	

ANTH-1032		
Fall	2018	

CONTACT	INFORMATION	
	

Instructor:	Dr.	Katie	Whitaker	
Email:	kwhitake@lakeheadu.ca	
Office	Location:	Sessional	Desk	Area	 	
Office	Hours:	Tu	1:00-	2:00	

	

DELIVERY	MODE/LOCATION	
	

Course	Location:	OA1033	
Campus:	Orillia	
Times:	W/F	2:30	-	4:00	

	

COURSE	DESCRIPTION	

This	 course	 examines	 the	 fields	 of	 biological	 anthropology	 and	 archaeology	 and	 introduces	
students	to	the	theories,	concepts	and	real	world	applications	of	the	discipline.	

COURSE	OBJECTIVES							

Be	able	to	analyse	and	evaluate	scholarly	work.	
Have	a	solid	understanding	of	basic	archaeological	principles.	
Be	able	to	identify	the	fundamental	practices	of	a	biological	anthropologist.	
	

LEARNING	OUTCOMES	

To	recognize	and	analyse	evidence	and	processes	in	human	biological	and	social	development.	
To	think	and	write	critically.	
To	increase	and	expand	your	interest	in	archaeology	and	bioanthropology.	
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REQUIRED	MATERIALS	

The	assigned	readings	will	be	a	textbook:		

Ember	CR,	M	Ember,	PN	Peregrine,	RD	Hoppa	and	KD	Fowler.	2017.	Physical	Anthropology	and	
Archaeology.	Pearson	Canada:	Toronto	

As	well	as	 journal	articles.	You	are	expected	to	read	these	BEFORE	 the	class	 in	which	they	are	
assigned.	 These	 can	 be	 found	 in	 the	 appropriate	 folder	 on	MyCourseLink.	We	may	 not	 always	
discuss	these	specifically,	however	feel	free	to	ask	questions	if	anything	is	unclear.		

	

ASSESSMENTS	

Assessment	 Grade	Percentage	 Due	Date	

Scavenger	Hunt	 2%	BONUS	 11:30PM	September	12	

Attendance	 5%	 N/A	

Reading/Discussion	Group	 15%	 Various	dates	

Article	Summaries	 20%	 October	5,	in	class	

Midterm	 20%	 October	24	

Pub	Quiz	 15%	 November	23	

Final	Exam	 25%	 Exam	Period		

	

COURSE	SCAVENGER	HUNT	2%	BONUS	
On	the	course	website	you	will	find	a	quiz	which	is	focussed	on	being	aware	and	understanding	
the	 content	of	 the	 course.	The	aim	 is	 to	make	sure	you	are	 familiar	with	 the	 course	 rules	with	
respect	to	expectations	as	well	as	the	various	documents	found	in	the	Content	section.	You	will	
have	 up	 to	 10	 attempts	 to	 get	 100%	 on	 the	 quiz,	 but	 it	 must	 be	 completed	 by	 11:30pm	 on	
September	12.	If	you	achieve	100%	you	will	receive	a	2%	bump	to	your	final	mark.	
	
ATTENDANCE	5%		
Attendance	will	 be	 taken	 every	 class,	 considering	 that	 lecture	 slides	 and	 notes	will	 NOT	be	
posted,	you	are	encouraged	to	attend	and	participate	in	order	to	get	full	marks.	Attendance	will	be	
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taken	every	class	for	5%	of	your	final	mark.	Marks	will	be	based	on	the	following	criteria:	attending	
90%	or	more	classes	receive	5%,	attending	70-89%	of	classes	receive	3%,	attend	50-69%	of	classes	
receive	1.5%,	attend	less	than	50%	and	you	will	receive	no	credit.		
	
READING	PRESENTATION	AND	DISCUSSION	15%	
Each	group	of	5	(five)	students	will	pick	from	the	classes	marked	with	an	asterix	(*)	and	present	
the	readings	to	the	class	and	lead	a	discussion.	The	presentation	must	include	a	PowerPoint	and	
should	take	about	5	(five)	minutes	to	set	the	scene	and	provide	a	summary	of	the	articles	under	
review.	Be	sure	to	provide	a	complete	reference	for	each	article	as	well	as	any	relevant	images	to	
better	explain	the	articles.	Afterwards	the	group	will	lead	a	15	(fifteen)	minute	discussion.	This	
will	include	creating	a	series	of	leading	questions	(questions	that	cannot	be	answered	with	simple	
yes	or	no	responses)	that	will	be	submitted	to	me	on	the	Monday	before	the	class	and	encouraging	
the	whole	group	to	participate.	If	this	is	not	your	week	to	present,	you	must	come	prepared	with	a	
written	question	for	the	group	that	you	will	turn	in	after	the	presentation.	These	questions	will	
help	go	towards	your	participation	mark.	The	night	before	your	presentation,	each	group	member	
will	 E-mail	 me	 a	 brief	 note	 about	 how	 they	 contributed	 to	 the	 group.	 Unless	 there	 are	 huge	
disparities	in	workload	and	effort,	group	members	will	receive	the	same	mark.	
	
ARTICLE	SUMMARIES	20%	
Choose	one	article	from	those	tagged	with	a	#	and	create	two	summaries.	The	first	will	be	a	one	
page	summary.	Make	sure	you	state	the	thesis/research	question	and	provide	an	overview	of	the	
content	 of	 the	 article.	 See	 the	 first	 lecture	 for	 more	 details.	 You	 must	 reference	 throughout,	
referring	 to	 the	article	by	author	 last	name	and	year	NOT	 the	article	 title,	 and	 if	using	specific	
information	or	quotes	you	must	 include	a	 specific	page	number	 in	your	 reference.	The	 second	
summary	is	a	tweet	of	that	same	article.	You	must	follow	all	of	the	rules	that	you	would	for	a	tweet	
(140	characters,	only	use	short	forms	that	are	considered	common	knowledge).	For	this	part,	your	
goal	is	to	get	right	to	the	point.	What	was	the	purpose	of	the	article	and	what	did	they	find;	these	
are	what	you	need	to	determine.	There	is	no	need	to	include	a	citation	within	the	tweet,	though	if	
you	include	quotes	you	need	to	which	means	learning	to	paraphrase	concisely	will	save	you	the	
characters	you	need.		Make	sure	you	reference	your	article	in	a	separately-paged	Reference	List	
and	 create	 a	 single	 overall	 title	 page	 (therefore	 you	 will	 submit	 a	 four-page	 package).	 The	
summaries	are	due	together,	as	a	package,	on	October	5	in	class.	
	
Example	of	a	tweet	for:	Buckberry	JL	and	DM	Hadley.	2007.	An	Anglo-Saxon	execution	cemetery	at	
Walkington	Wold,	Yorkshire.	Oxford	Journal	of	Archaeoogy	26:	309-29.	
	
“Did	criminals	receive	different	burials	in	England	in	the	past?	Yes,	they	were	buried	prone	in	the	
8th	century	and	comingled	in	the	10th.”	
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MIDTERM	20%	
The	 midterm	 (October	 24)	 will	 cover	 everything	 from	 September	 5	 to	 October	 19	 including	
lectures	and	all	readings.	The	format	will	be	discussed	and	reviewed	on	October	19.		
	
PUB	QUIZ	15%	
On	November	23,	in	small	groups,	the	class	will	do	a	pub	quiz.	It	will	cover	the	entire	course,	with	
the	aim	being	to	both	demonstrate	your	knowledge	and	review	for	 the	 final,	 this	 is	open	book.	
Questions	will	be	asked	orally	and	each	group	will	submit	a	 list	of	answers.	To	prepare	simply	
review	as	you	would	for	your	final.	You	will	be	relying	on	yourselves	and	your	group	members	for	
the	answers	and	there	are	no	make-ups.	
	
FINAL	25%	
This	exam,	though	based	on	the	entire	course,	will	not	simply	be	a	recitation	of	course	content.	The	
bulk	 of	 the	 exam	will	 be	 short	 essay	 questions	 that	 require	 you	 to	 extrapolate	 data	 and	 think	
critically.	As	a	result	of	the	labs	along	with	the	lectures	in	class	and	the	assigned	readings,	you	will	
have	developed	these	skills	throughout	the	course	and	as	long	as	you	have	reviewed	all	of	these	
components	(which	will	enable	you	to	draw	in	examples	and	create	a	discussion),	this	should	be	
straightforward.	There	will	be	a	review	and	discussion	session	during	the	last	class	and	you	are	
free	to	discuss	any	concerns	and	questions	you	have	in	class	or	with	me	during	office	hours.	
	

Lecture	Outline	

DATE	 LECTURE	TOPIC	 READINGS	

SEPTEMBER	5	 COURSE	INTRODUCTION		 	

SEPTEMBER	7	 ARCHAEOLOGICAL	METHODS	I	
T=pg	27-36;	#BONNICHSEN	

1973	

SEPTEMBER	12	 ARCHAEOLOGICAL	METHODS	II	 T=pg	36-47;	SPITALFIELDS	

SEPTEMBER	14	 DATA	ANALYSIS	 T=pg	51-58	+	61-68	

SEPTEMBER	19	 EVOLUTION	I	
T=pg	81-89	+	96-97;	#JONES	

2013	

*SEPTEMBER	21	 EVOLUTION	II	 T=	pg	89-91;	#GREEF	2007	

*SEPTEMBER	26	 PRIMATES		 T=pg	144-151;	176-188	

*SEPTEMBER	28	 EARLY	HOMININS	I	
T=pg	189-195;	199-209;	

#STRAIT	ET	AL	2013	

*OCTOBER	3	 EARLY	HOMININS	II	 T=pg	209-220;	GIBBONS	2002	

*OCTOBER	5	 EARLY	HOMO	 T=pg	220-227;	232-245	
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*OCTOBER	17	 HOMO	I	
T=pg	245-261;	TATTERSALL	

2006	

OCTOBER	19	 HOMO	II	 STRINGER	2016	

OCTOBER	24	 MIDTERM	 	

*OCTOBER	26	 HUMAN	VARIATION	I	 T=pg	116-126;	WEISS	1998	

*OCTOBER	31	 HUMAN	VARIATION	II	
T=pg	133-140;	JABLONSKI	

AND	CHAPLIN	2017	

*NOVEMBER	2	 MIGRATION	 T=pg	264-270	+	280-288	

*NOVEMBER	7	 DOMESTICATION	+	PRODUCTION	
T=pg	272-74,	292-312;	

BARRIER	2011	

*NOVEMBER	9	 DOMESTICATION	+	HEALTH	
T=pg	313-322;	BOCQUET-

APPEL	2011	

*NOVEMBER	14	 COMPASSION	+	ART	
T=pg	275-80,	VARGAS	ET	AL.	

2009	

*NOVEMBER	16	 STATUS	+	WEALTH	
EMBER	ET	AL.	2015;	CURET	

2010	

*NOVEMBER	21	 POWER	+	ECONOMY	 T=pg	326-334;	GIBSON	2008	

NOVEMBER	23	 PUB	QUIZ	 	

NOVEMBER	28	 TRAVEL	+	TRADE	
T=pg	335-342;	CHIRIKURE	ET	

AL.	2010	

NOVEMBER	30	 REVIEW	AND	CLASS	WRAP-UP		 ROBERTS	2010	

DECEMBER	6-16	 FINAL	EXAM	PERIOD	 	

	

Journal	Articles	

Bonnichsen	R.	1973.	Millie’s	Camp:	An	experiment	in	archaeology.	World	Archaeology	4	(3):	277-91.	

Spitalfields		-	Introduction,	Excavation,	Safety	
http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/patois/module4/index.html	

Jones	 CB.	 2013.	 Constraints	 on	 speciation	 in	 human	populations:	 phenotypic	 diversity	matters.	Human	
Biology	Review	2:	263-279.	

Greeff	JM.	2007.	Deconstructing	Jaco:	Genetic	heritage	of	an	Afrikaner.	Annals	of	Human	Genetics	71:	674-
88.	
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Strait	DS,	P	Constantino,	PW	Lucas,	BG	Richmond,	MA	Spencer,	PC	Dechow,	CF	Ross,	IR	Grosse,	BW	Wright,	
BA	Wood,	GW	Weber,	Q	Wang,	C	Byron,	DE	Slice,	 J	Chalk,	AL	Smith,	LC	Smith,	S	Wood,	M	Berthaume,	S	
Benazzi,	 C	 Dzialo,	 K	 Tamvada	 and	 JA	 Ledogar.	 2013.	 Viewpoints:	 Diet	 and	dietary	 adaptations	 in	 early	
Hominins:	the	hard	food	perspective.		American	Journal	of	Physical	Anthropology	151:	339-355.	

Gibbons	A.	2002.	In	search	of	the	first	Hominids.	Science,	New	Series	295	(No.	5558):	1214-1219.	

Tattersall	 I.	 2006.	Neanderthal	skeletal	structure	 and	the	place	of	Homo	neanderthanlensis	 in	European	
hominid	phylogeny.	Human	Evolution	21:	269-74.	

Stringer	C.	2016.	The	origin	and	evolution	of	Homo	sapiens.	Philosophical	Transactions	B	371:	20150237.	

Weiss	KM.	1998.	In	search	of	human	variation.	Genome	Research	8:	691-7.	

Jablonski	NG	and	G	Chaplin.	2017.	The	colours	of	humanity:	the	evolution	of	pigmentation	in	the	human	
lineage.	Philosophical	Transactions	of	the	Royal	Society	B	372:	20160349.	

Barrier	CR.	2011.	Storage	and	relative	surplus	at	the	Mississippian	site	of	Moundville.	Journal	of	
Anthropological	Archaeology	30:	206-19.	
	
Bocquet-Appel	 JP.	 2011.	 The	 agricultural	 demographic	 transition	 during	 and	 after	 the	 agriculture	
inventions.	Current	Anthropology	52	(S4):	S497-S510.	

Vargas	RC,	Vázquez	López	and	S	Martin.	2009.	Daily	life	of	the	ancient	Maya	recorded	on	murals	at	Calakmul,	
Mexico.	Proceedings	of	the	National	Academy	of	Science	106:	19245-49.	

Ember	CR,	M	Ember	and	PN	Peregrine.	2015.	Human	Evolution	and	Culture.	Pearson;	Boston:	286-99.	

Curet	 LA	 and	 WJ	 Pestle.	 2010.	 Identifying	 high-status	 foods	 in	 the	 archaeological	 record.	 Journal	 of	
Anthropological	Archaeology	29:	413-31.	

Gibson	DB.	2008.	Chiefdoms	and	 the	 emergence	of	 private	property	 in	 land.	 Journal	 of	Anthropological	
Archaeology	27:	46-62.	

Chirikure	 S,	 A	 Sinamai,	 E	 Goagoses,	M	Mubusisi	 and	W	Ndoro.	 2010.	Maritime	 archaeology	 and	 trans-
oceanic	trade:	A	case	study	of	the	Oranjemund	shipwreck	cargo,	Namibia.	Journal	of	Maritime	Archaeology	
5:	37-55.	
	
Roberts	C.	2010.	Adaptation	of	populations	to	changing	environments:	Bioarchaeological	perspectives	on	
health	for	the	past,	present	and	future.	Bulletins	et	mémoires	de	la	Société	d’anthropologie	de	Paris	22:	38-
46.	

	

COURSE	POLICIES	

Class	expectations:	You	are	expected	to	read	this	outline	in	its	entirety	and	follow	all	guidelines	as	they	
are	clearly	set	out.	If	you	have	any	questions,	ask	them	as	soon	as	possible.	I	will	not	necessarily	be	checking	
my	e-mail	the	night	before	an	assignment	is	due	so	please	plan	accordingly.	Although	we	will	be	discussing	
evolution	 throughout	 this	course,	we	will	be	maintaining	a	scientific	 focus.	We	will	not	be	debating	 the	
merits	 or	 the	 accuracy	 of	 evolution	 in	 comparison	 to	 religious	 thought.	 You	 are	 free	 to	 have	whatever	
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opinions	you	may	have	on	the	matter	but	please	leave	these	non-scientific	opinions	at	the	door,	as	this	is	
not	the	appropriate	forum	for	them.	This	class	will	be	a	respectful	place;	no	insulting	language	or	actions	
will	be	tolerated.	There	is	absolutely	no	photography	or	lecture	recording	permitted	in	this	class.	

Communication	with	 Dr.	Whitaker:	 Feel	 free	 to	 email	 me	 regarding	 concerns,	 however	 please	 read	
through	the	course	outline	first,	as	often,	the	answer	can	be	found	here.	In	composing	your	email	please	
send	it	from	your	Lakehead	account,	 include	your	course	number	in	the	subject	field	and	write	a	formal	
email,	 addressing	 myself	 in	 a	 respectful	 manner	 (see	 the	 beginning	 of	 this	 paragraph),	 use	 complete	
sentences	and	sign	your	email	with	your	full	name	and	student	number.	I	will	try	to	answer	emails	in	a	
timely	manner,	usually	within	48	hours.		

Readings:	 You	 are	 expected	 to	 complete	 all	 readings	 BEFORE	 the	 assigned	 class.	We	may	 discuss	 the	
readings	in	class	but	your	lectures	will	not	follow	them	so	come	to	class	prepared	to	answer	questions.		

Attendance:	It	is	HIGHLY	recommended	you	attend	all	classes	and	labs.	It	is	expected	you	will	show	up	and	
participate	in	every	class.	Lecture	notes	and	power	point	presentations	WILL	NOT	be	provided	so	it	is	up	to	
you	to	ensure	you	are	keeping	up	with	the	pace	of	the	course.	Please	see	me	as	soon	as	possible	if	you	feel	
you	are	getting	behind.	

Late	Assignments:	You	are	expected	to	submit	all	work	on	time	and	be	in	class	for	all	tests.	If	an	assignment	
is	late,	5%	will	be	deducted	for	24	hours	past	the	due	date	(specifically	in	class,	received	by	4:00pm)	and	
will	not	be	accepted	after	three	days	(72	hours	after	the	deadline).	The	Anthropology	Department	will	not	
accept	assignments	in	person	or	by	e-mail.	Deadlines	are	firm	and	no	extensions	will	be	given	unless	there	
are	extenuating	circumstances	and	the	appropriate	documentation	(e.g.	doctor’s	note,	obituary)	is	provided.		
If	 an	 extension	 is	 required,	 Dr.	 Whitaker	 must	 be	 informed	 by	 e-mail	 at	 least	 24	 hours	 BEFORE	 the	
assignment	 is	 due	 by	 e-mail.	 Required	 documentation	 will	 be	 specific	 to	 each	 case	 but	may	 include	 a	
Lakehead	 medical	 certificate	 or	 death	 certificate	 as	 appropriate.	 You	 must	 have	 a	 response	 from	 Dr.	
Whitaker	indicating	the	granting	of	an	extension	as	confirmation	it	has	been	accepted.	If	you	feel	a	mark	
should	be	reconsidered,	please	discuss	it	with	Dr.	Whitaker,	in	person,	during	the	next	available	office	hour.	
ALWAYS	keep	a	backup	copy	of	your	work!		

Missed	Midterm:	If	you	miss	the	midterm	you	must	inform	Dr.	Whitaker	within	24	(twenty-four)	hours	
with	a	clear	explanation	of	the	circumstances	and	associated	documentation.	Required	documentation	will	
be	specific	to	each	case	but	may	include	a	Lakehead	medical	certificate	or	death	certificate	as	appropriate.	
A	new	date	for	the	make-up	will	be	arranged	based	on	Dr.	Whitaker’s	schedule	and	the	format	will	involve	
both	short	and	long	essay	questions.	

Academic	Conduct:	You	are	expected,	as	a	university	student,	to	abide	by	and	follow	the	student	code	of	
conduct.	This	means	you	will	submit	only	your	own,	original	work.	If	it	is	found	that	you	have	been	less	than	
honest	 in	 your	 submission	you	may	 receive	 a	mark	of	 zero	 for	 the	 assignment	or	 the	 course,	 and	may	
possibly	face	further	penalties.	Just	don’t	do	it.	

GENERAL	REGULATIONS	

	 Student	Accessibility	Services	(SAS)	(Thunder	Bay)	and	Student	Affairs	(Orillia)	coordinate	services	and	
facilitates	reasonable	academic	accommodations	for	students	with	disabilities.		Academic	accommodations	
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are	provided	on	the	basis	of	documentation	of	a	disability.		Additional	information	is	available	at	the	
following	campus	websites:	

	 	 Thunder	Bay:	 	http://learningassistance.lakeheadu.ca/.	

	 	 Orillia:			 http://orillia.lakeheadu.ca/about-us--orillia-student-affairs/		

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY: 

The University takes a most serious view of offences against academic honesty such as plagiarism, cheating and 
impersonation. Penalties for dealing with such offences will be strictly enforced. 

A copy of the "Code of Student Behaviour and Disciplinary Procedures" including sections on plagiarism and other 
forms of misconduct may be obtained from the Office of the Registrar. 

The following rules shall govern the treatment of candidates who have been found guilty of attempting to obtain 
academic credit dishonestly. 
(a) The minimum penalty for a candidate found guilty of plagiarism, or of cheating on any part of a course will be a 
zero for the work concerned. 
(b) A candidate found guilty of cheating on a formal examination or a test, or of serious or repeated plagiarism, or of 
unofficially obtaining a copy of an examination paper before the examination is scheduled to be written, will receive 
zero for the course and may be expelled from the University. 

Students disciplined under the Code of Student Behaviour and Disciplinary Procedures may appeal their case 
through the Judicial Panel. 

Note: "Plagiarism" shall be deemed to include: 
1. Plagiarism of ideas as where an idea of an author or speaker is incorporated into the body of an assignment as 
though it were the writer's idea, i.e. no credit is given the person through referencing or footnoting or endnoting. 
2. Plagiarism of words occurs when phrases, sentences, tables or illustrations of an author or speaker are 
incorporated into the body of a writer's own, i.e. no quotations or indentations (depending on the format followed) 
are present but referencing or footnoting or endnoting is given. 
3. Plagiarism of ideas and words as where words and an idea(s) of an author or speaker are incorporated into the 
body of a written assignment as though they were the writer's own words and ideas, i.e. no quotations or 
indentations (depending on format followed) are present and no referencing or footnoting or endnoting is given. 

A listing of University Regulations can be found at: 
http://calendar.lakeheadu.ca/current/contents/regulations/univregsintro.html 

The code of student behaviour and disciplinary procedures can be found at: 

http://policies.lakeheadu.ca/policy.php?pid=60  

MISSED FINAL EXAMS:Make-up examinations will only be given with written documentation from a healthcare 
practitioner using the official Student Health Certificate, available at 
http://registrar.lakeheadu.ca/uploads/docs/F.HealthCertificate.pdf   

Final examinations run from December 6th to 16th, 2018, inclusive.  There will be no rescheduling of examinations to 
accommodate holiday travel or extracurricular activities. No one will be allowed to write examinations prior to the 
scheduled date. 


