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ANTH-2173-WA The Archaeology of North America 
Department of Anthropology/ Lakehead University/ Winter Semester 

 

Instructor Information 
 
Instructor:  Stefan Bouchard 
Office Location: TBD 
Telephone:  N/A 
E-mail:  sbouchar@lakeheadu.ca 
Office Hours:  Meet after class or arrange an alternative time 
 

Course Identification 
 
Course Number: ANTH-2173-WA 
Course Name: The Archaeology of North America 
Course Location: RB-3026 
Class Times:  Wednesday & Friday 8:30-10:00am 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description/Overview 
 
An examination of the transformation and adaptation of ancient Indigenous cultures of 
Canada and the USA using archaeological recoveries to aid interpretation. 

 
This course introduces the history and cultures of North America’s indigenous peoples 
from an archaeological perspective. It reviews the culture history, technology, economy 
and political organization from the various cultural areas across the continent. While 
regional cultural variability is important, the course also addresses trends evident across 
regions. Wherever possible, the class will focus on examples from sites located in 
Canada, and place additional emphasis on areas relevant to pursuing an archaeological 
career in Canada. Unfortunately, textbooks for this course tend to focus on areas in the 
United States. Therefore, as the textbook cannot provide all the necessary information 
to fully understand this course it is important that everyone attend the lectures.  
 

Assignments and Evaluations 
 
There will be five (5) small assignments due throughout the course, along with a 
midterm, term paper and a final exam. The assignments will serve to provide 
experience in diversifying your research, while the term paper allows you to focus on a 
specific interest. The midterm and final will test your knowledge of the course material 
and questions will be based off both the lecture material and the required readings. 
 
For the assignments, I want you to diversify your interests and become familiar with 
exploring the various journals that are available. For each assignment, you will select 
one journal article and provide the following: 

- bibliographical information  
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- the geographic location, the temporal period and cultural area  

- Provide a reason you selected the journal. What interested you?  

- Provide a summary of the article 

- Identify the purpose of the journal? Why was it written/published?  

- What do the authors conclude and what is the significance of this journal?  

These assignments are out of 10 marks each and worth 15% of your overall mark (3% 
per assignment). They are to be submitted throughout the course, but there is no 
reason they cannot be completed early in the course and aid you in selecting a topic for 
your research paper. 
 
The term paper is worth 25% of your overall mark. It should be somewhere between 7-
12 pages double spaced (1750-3000 words). A minimum of 5 sources should be used, 
but more are expected. Sources will be cited using APA format. Please come see me by 
February 2nd to discuss your topic, but the earlier you see me the better. Follow up this 
discussion with an email so I have your topic on file. Take this as an opportunity to 
research something that interests you or select one of the research questions from 
Table 2.1 (Pg 56) in your textbook. The term paper is due on the last day of class.  
 
There will also be a midterm worth 20% and a final exam worth 35%. They will follow 
similar a similar format with multiple choice, true and false, matching, artefact ID, and 
short paragraph answers. The final will place more emphasis on the written answers 
and include long answers and an essay question. 
 
In addition, 5% of your grade will be based on participation. This includes both class 
attendance and relevant participation in class discussions.  
 

Assignment/Test Due Date Value 

Journal Assignments Jan 19 

Feb 2 

Mar 2 

Mar 16 

Mar 28 (Wed) 

3% 

3% 

3% 

3% 

3%                  

15% 

Term Paper April 9 25% 

Mid Term Exam Feb 16 20% 

Class attendance/participation - 5% 

Final TBA 35% 

 
Late Assignments 
 
Late Journal Assignments will not be accepted after the day they are due. If you forget 
to bring it to class, you may email me a copy. They are not lengthy assignments and 
there should be no issues in their completion. Should circumstances arise, speak to me 
beforehand about an extension or hand the assignment in early.  
As term papers are due on the last day of class, late papers will not be accepted. 
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Academic Dishonesty Regulations (From Lakehead’s Website) 
 
The following information is from Lakehead University’s website 
(https://www.lakeheadu.ca/faculty-and-staff/departments/services/provost-vice-
president-academic/academic-integrity-plans-policies/academic-dishonesty-regulations) 
 
The University takes a most serious view of offences against academic honesty such as 
plagiarism, cheating, and impersonation. Penalties for dealing with such offences will be 
strictly enforced. 

A copy of the "Code of Student Behaviour and Disciplinary Procedures" including 
sections on plagiarism and other forms of misconduct may be obtained from the Office 
of the Registrar. 

The following rules shall govern the treatment of candidates who have been found guilty 
of attempting to obtain academic credit dishonestly. 

a. The minimum penalty for a candidate found guilty of plagiarism, or of cheating 
on any part of a course will be a zero for the work concerned 

b. A candidate found guilty of cheating on a formal examination or a test, or of 
serious or repeated plagiarism, or of unofficially obtaining a copy of an 
examination paper before the examination is scheduled to be written, will 
receive zero for the course and may be expelled from the University. 

Students disciplined under the Code of Student Behaviour and Disciplinary 
Procedures may appeal their case through the Judicial Panel. 

Plagiarism shall be deemed to include: 

1. Plagiarism of ideas as where an idea of an author or speaker is incorporated 
into the body of an assignment as though it were the writer's idea, i.e. no 
credit is given the person through referencing or footnoting or end noting. 

2. Plagiarism of words occurs when phrases, sentences, tables or illustrations of 
an author or speaker are incorporated into the body of a writer's own, i.e. no 
quotations or indentations (depending on the format followed) are present but 
referencing or footnoting or end noting is given. 

3. Plagiarism of ideas and words as where words and an idea(s) of an author or 
speaker are incorporated into the body of a written assignment as though 
they were the writer's own words and ideas, i.e. no quotations or indentations 
(depending on format followed) are present and no referencing or footnoting 
or end noting is given. 

 

Additional information on academic integrity and policies can be found at: 
https://www.lakeheadu.ca/faculty-and-staff/departments/services/provost-vice-
president-academic/academic-integrity-plans-policies 

https://www.lakeheadu.ca/faculty-and-staff/departments/services/provost-vice-president-academic/academic-integrity-plans-policies/academic-dishonesty-regulations
https://www.lakeheadu.ca/faculty-and-staff/departments/services/provost-vice-president-academic/academic-integrity-plans-policies/academic-dishonesty-regulations
https://www.lakeheadu.ca/faculty-and-staff/departments/services/provost-vice-president-academic/academic-integrity-plans-policies
https://www.lakeheadu.ca/faculty-and-staff/departments/services/provost-vice-president-academic/academic-integrity-plans-policies
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Course Schedule/Outline 
 
Week 1 (Jan 10 & 12): Introduction 
Required Reading: Chapters 1 & 2 
 
Week 2 (Jan 17 & 19): First Peoples and Paleo Cultures 
Required Reading: Chapter 3 
Assignment 1 – January 19 
 
Week 3 (Jan 24 & 26): The Arctic and Subarctic 
Required Reading: Chapter 4 
 
Week 4 (Jan 31 & Feb 2): The Northwest Coast 
Required Reading: Chapter 5 
Assignment 2 – Feb 2 
Informal Term Paper Proposal – Feb 2 
 
Week 5 (Feb 7 & 9): The Plateau 
Required Reading: Chapter 6 
 
Week 6 (Feb 14 & Feb 16): California 
Required Reading: Chapter 7 
Midterm – Feb 16 
 
Reading Week – Feb 17 to Feb 25th 
 
Week 7 (Feb 28 & Mar 2): The Great Basin and the Southwest 
Required Reading: Chapter 8 & 9 
Assignment 3 – Mar 2 
 
Week 8 (Mar 7 & 9): The Plains 
Required Reading: Chapter 10 
 
Week 9 (Mar 14 & 16): The Woodlands 
Required Reading: Chapter 11 & 12 
Assignment 4 – Mar 16 
 
Week 10 (Mar 21 & 23): The Woodlands continued 
Required Reading: Chapter 11 & 12 
 
Week 11 (Mar 28): The Woodlands 
Required Reading: Chapter 11 & 12 
Assignment 5 – Mar 28 
 
Week 12 (Apr 4 & 6): Into the Modern World and the Future of North American 
Archaeology 
Required Reading: Chapter 13 & 14 
 
Final Class Monday April 9th: Course Review 
Term Paper Due – Apr 9 


