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Anthropology 3715

Plagues and People
Winter 2017
Orillia Campus OA 2020
Instructor Information
	Instructor: Dr. Jennifer Newton
	Email: TBD

	Office: TBD
	Office Hours: Thursdays 11am-1pm


Course Schedule

	Day/Time: Thursday 1:00pm-4:00pm
	Location: OA 2020


Course Description:
An examination of selected historic, recent and emerging infectious disease epidemics within an evolutionary, ecological and epidemiological context, and considers the complex biological, social and economic repercussions for human populations. 
Course Learning Objectives:
By the end of this course, students will be able to:

· Understand the relationship between human behaviour and the emergence of infectious diseases – past and present

· Appreciate the importance of studying historic plagues for understanding current and future plagues

· Have the framework for interpreting the origins, spread and consequences of diseases

· Be able to read and think critically

· Be able to synthesize, analyse, and interpret epidemiological data

· Be able to communicate information in a concise and coherent manner using appropriate terminology

Required Course Text:
1) Barnes E. 2005. Diseases and Human Evolution. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press.

2) Additional Readings (available through links on D2L) – see weekly list on the course D2L site that will normally be available at least 1 week ahead of time. 

Desire2Learn: 

This course will be setup on Desire2Learn to disseminate information and provide links for a variety of items related to the course. Please check your email and the class website prior to lecture/lab each week for important announcements and support material (e.g., class cancellations, additional lecture material, additional readings).
Tentative Course Schedule:
	Date
	Topic
	Readings

	January 12
	The anthropology of infectious disease; war and plagues
	Barnes Chapters  1 & 15


	January 19
	The origins of plagues; epidemiological principles
	Barnes Chapter 2

	January 26
	Human evolution and disease; epidemics in history
	Barnes Chapters 3, 4, 8 & 11

	February 2
	The Black Death
	Barnes Chapter 14

	February 9
	The speckled monster
	Barnes Chapter 13

	February 16
	Midterm Exam
	

	February 23
	Reading Break – No Classes
	

	March 2
	The forgotten plague
	Barnes Chapter 20

	March 9
	The secret plague
	Barnes Chapter 12

	March 16
	The white plague
	Barnes Chapter 9

	March 23
	The hot plague
	Barnes Chapter 17

	March 30
	The moral plague
	Barnes Chapter 10

	April 6
	Emerging and re-emerging infectious diseases
	Barnes Chapters 21-23


*Friday March 10 is the final date to drop winter 2017 courses.
Assignments:
	Assignment
	Due Date
	Value

	Class participation
	Throughout term
	10%

	Plague Assignment 1
	March 2nd at 5:00pm
	15%

	Plague Assignment 2
	March 23rd at 5:00pm
	20%

	Midterm
	Scheduled during class on Thursday February 16th 
	25%

	Final
	To be scheduled by the Registrar’s Office during the April final exam period
	30%


Class participation (10%) – This grade will be based on attendance, punctuality and individual contribution to the discussion in class. Each week, some themes and/or questions to consider while reading will be discussed in an interactive manner by both students and instructor. A question/discussion period will also follow at the end of each seminar. Grades will be assigned with quality and preparedness being given more weight than quantity. 

Midterm exam (25%) – This exam will be comprised of a mix of multiple choice, matching, definitions, fill-in-the-blank, and short answer questions and will be based on the course material covered up to this date. The midterm is scheduled during class on Thursday February 16th. Once the midterm begins, students will not be allowed to enter the classroom – don’t be late!
Final exam (30%) – The final exam will be similar in format to the Midterm. The exam is cumulative (covers material for the entire term) and will take place during the winter final exam schedule. The date/time will be determined by the Registrar’s Office.

Plague Assignments 1 & 2:  Further details will be provided during the first class, in addition to D2L.

Missed exams/Late assignments:
Missed exams will not be made-up unless official documentation of a reasonable excuse is submitted (e.g. student or family illness, death of family member, car accident).   The same policy applies to missed due dates for assignments.  Please contact me within 48 hours of any missed due date or test.  Late assignments without reasonable excuses will not be accepted.

Course/University Policies:
Students are directed to Lakehead University’s policy can be found at: http://navigator.lakeheadu.ca/Catalog/ViewCatalog.aspx?pageid=viewcatalog&catalogid=23&chapterid=5698&loaduseredits=False.  
All students should familiarize themselves with this policy which covers such misconduct as plagiarism, cheating, and disruption of teaching.

Collaboration/Plagiarism Rules:
The IDC’s Academic Integrity guides can be found here. 

The following is found in the University Policies:

Note: "Plagiarism" shall be deemed to include:

1. Plagiarism of ideas as where an idea of an author or speaker is incorporated into the body of an assignment as though it were the writer's idea, i.e. no credit is given the person through referencing or footnoting or endnoting.

2. Plagiarism of words occurs when phrases, sentences, tables or illustrations of an author or speaker are incorporated into the body of a writer's own, i.e. no quotations or indentations (depending on the format followed) are present but referencing or footnoting or endnoting is given.

3. Plagiarism of ideas and words as where words and an idea(s) of an author or speaker are incorporated into the body of a written assignment as though they were the writer's own words and ideas, i.e. no quotations or indentations (depending on format followed) are present and no referencing or footnoting or endnoting is given.
Accommodation for Students with Disabilities – please refer to the following website: https://www.lakeheadu.ca/about/accessibility
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