[bookmark: _GoBack]APPLICANT GUIDE AND APPLICATION FORM for CLEAN RAIL ACADEMIC GRANT PROGRAM
	Please read these instructions carefully before completing the Application Form. 



PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
Transport Canada is leading the Government of Canada’s efforts to reduce rail sector emissions by supporting research of new and emerging technologies. 

The Clean Rail Academic Grant Program (the “Program”) provides federal funds to academic research programs currently developing technologies and practices which aim to reduce air emissions from the rail sector. The Program also supports the communication of findings from funded research to other academic institutions or the rail industry. 

The amount of funding being allocated for research and development projects (“R & D Projects”) in this funding round is $250,000.  Each application is eligible to receive $25,000. 

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
(A) Who can apply: Universities located in Canada that are members of the Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada (the “Applicant(s)”, meaning also, once an agreement is formed, the university identified in Part 1 of the Application Form).  Only the principal researcher may apply on behalf of a university.
(B) Type of R & D Projects:  Ongoing R & D Projects that aim to develop/evaluate technologies or practices that will reduce greenhouse gases and criteria air contaminants from the rail sector. 

Examples of possible areas of research and development are:
· Locomotive systems: including mechanical changes to existing diesel-electric technology, as well as alternative approaches to powering locomotives
· Data Management: including the use of networked communications and monitoring systems to decrease stops and wait times
· Infrastructure: including the use of new materials in rail and tie applications and improvements to switching controls
· Railcars: including projects focusing on reducing frictional losses at the wheel-rail interface and using advanced material to lighten cars
· Fuels: including improvements to existing and alternative fuels
· Optimizing Railway Operations: including operator behavior, use of long trains, and rail yard efficiencies.

(C) Location of work: Work to be undertaken exclusively in Canada in existing facility premises. 
(D) A duly completed and signed Application Form must be received by the application deadline.
(E) Only one application may be submitted from each principal researcher. 
(F) Projects that have previously received funding under this Program are not eligible for funding

R & D Projects that do not meet the Eligibility Criteria will not be considered for funding. 



SELECTION CRITERIA
R & D Projects that meet the Eligibility Criteria will be evaluated against the following merit-based Selection Criteria to determine which R & D Projects will receive funding under the Program. This evaluation will be conducted by a committee of Transport Canada staff involved in matters of rail safety, regulatory requirements and research. 

· How does the R&D Project develop new technologies and/or practices that will reduce air emissions in the rail sector?
· Does the R&D Project involve people that have experience working towards a similar objective?
· How will the results of the R&D Project be shared or disseminated with other academic institutions and/or industry?
· How will the funding from this grant contribute to meeting the objectives of the R&D Project?

Canada reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to fund or not fund any particular R & D Project for which an application is submitted. The decision to fund the R&D Project will depend on its fit to the Program priorities, Eligibility Criteria and Selection Criteria and the overall demand of funds under the Clean Rail Academic Grant Program. 

NOTIFICATION AND SERVICE STANDARDS
Our goal is to provide Applicants with written acknowledgment of the receipt of their Application Form within 5 business days. 

Applicants will be notified of Canada’s decision regarding funding in writing at the mailing address provided in the Application Form. If an Applicant’s R & D Project is selected for funding, payment will follow after its notification letter.

HOW TO APPLY:
The Applicant must send completed and signed Application Form to Transport Canada by 11:59 p.m. Pacific Standard Time, on January 9th, 2015. 

The Application Form can be submitted either electronically or in hard copy.
· Electronic applications should be signed, scanned and emailed to cdt.tdc@tc.gc.ca.
· Hard copy submissions should be postmarked by the application deadline and sent to:
Transportation Development Centre
Transport Canada – ACAF
Place de Ville, Tower C
330 Sparks
Ottawa, ON K1A 0N5

Please ensure that all fields in the Application Form are fully completed and that the Application Form is duly signed. Incomplete Application Forms may not be processed, and may be returned to you at the email or mailing address you have provided. 
	
The personal information provided on this form is collected under the authorities of sections 5 and 48 of the Canada Transportation Act. This information is required for the purpose of determining eligibility for a grant under the Clean Rail Academic Grant Program. The personal information collected is described in a Personal Information Bank entitled Accounts Payable (bank number TC PSU 931). Under the provisions of the Privacy Act, individuals have the right of access to, correction of and protection of their personal information. Instructions for obtaining personal information are provided in Info Source, a copy of which is available in major public and academic libraries or online at http://www.infosource.gc.ca.
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APPLICATION FORM FOR CLEAN RAIL ACADEMIC GRANT PROGRAM

	PART 1: APPLICANT IDENTIFICATION

	University and faculty name: 

	Name of principal researcher: 

	Job title:  

	Business phone number:
	Business email address:

	University mailing address for notification and payment: 
(include office number, building name, city, province / territory and postal code)


	PART 2: APPLICANT ELIGIBILITY FOR A GRANT UNDER THIS PROGRAM

	Describe how your organization and the R & D Project meet the Eligibility Criteria as described in the Applicant Guide.





	PART 3: R & D PROJECT DESCRIPTION

	Title of R & D Project: 
(Note that this may be used by Transport Canada for publication purposes.)



	R & D Project abstract: (limit 250 words)
(Note that this may be used by Transport Canada for publication purposes.) 



	Describe the R & D Project and its potential contribution to the Program’s goal of developing new technologies and/or practices that will reduce air emissions from the rail sector. (limit 500 words)




	Describe the challenges and benefits of implementing the Project. (limit 250 words)



	Describe the research team and their experience in working towards a similar objective. (limit 250 words)



	Describe how and when the R &D Project findings will be shared with other academic institutions, community of practice and Transport Canada.  (limit 250 words)


	How will the funding be used? (limit 250 words)


	Is any part of the R & D Project to be carried out on federal lands? If yes, you may be contacted for more information prior to Canada making a determination on the eligibility of the Applicant’s R & D Project to receive a grant. 




	PART 4: PRINCIPAL RESEARCHER DECLARATION 

	
I declare that:
· I have read, understood and agree to abide by all the terms and conditions, instructions and notices set out in the Application Guide, Terms and Conditions and Application Form. 
· the information I have provided in the Application Form is true, accurate and complete in every respect.
· I agree to inform the Applicant immediately of any change in the application that may have an impact on the approval of this grant. 


	PART 5: APPLICANT COVENANTS, AKNOWLEDGMENTS, REPRESENTATIONS AND WARRANTIES

	The  Applicant covenants that:
· It will use the grant only to increase support for academic research programs currently developing technologies and practices that could reduce air emissions from the rail sector and to support the communication of findings from funded research to other academic institutions or the rail industry.
· It will inform Canada immediately and in writing of any change in the application that may have an impact on the approval of this grant. 
· It will abide by all the terms and conditions, instructions and notices set out in the Application Guide, Terms and Conditions and Application Form.
The Applicant acknowledges:
· Canada may seek a reimbursement, in whole or in part, of the grant funding if: the Applicant or the Principal Researcher are not in compliance with the grant agreement; if the information provided in the application form has changed in any way that affects the eligibility to receive a grant; or, if the information provided is inaccurate, false or misleading.
The Applicant represents and warrants that:
· The information provided in the Application Form is true, accurate and complete in every respect.
· It has read and understood the Application Guide, Terms and Conditions and Application Form. 


	
	
	

	Name and title of Principal Researcher
	Signature
	Date

	
	
	

	Name and title of official representative of University
	Signature
	Date



The Application Guide, Terms and Conditions and Application Form will, upon approval by Canada, constitute a grant agreement. A grant cheque will follow if you receive written notification that a grant has been approved.


TERMS AND CONDITIONS
1. Grant Agreement
The Application Guide, Terms and Conditions and Application Form constitute the grant agreement between Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Canada (“Canada”) and the Applicant (collectively referred to as the “Parties”).
2. Effective Date

The grant agreement will come into effect upon approval by Canada of the Applicant’s request for funding.
3. Entire Grant Agreement
The grant agreement comprises the entire agreement between the Parties. No prior document, negotiation, provision, undertaking or agreement in relation to the subject has legal effect, unless incorporated by reference into the grant agreement. No representation or warranty express, implied, or otherwise, is made by Canada to the Applicant except as expressly set out in the grant agreement.
4. Basis of Payment
Payment of $ 25,000 to the applicant will be made in a lump-sum payment upon approval by Canada of the Applicant’s request for funding. 
5. Appropriations and Funding Levels
Notwithstanding Canada’s obligation to make any payment under the grant agreement, this obligation does not arise if, at the time when a payment under the grant agreement becomes due, the Parliament of Canada has not passed an appropriation that is sufficient and constitutes lawful authority for making the payment.  Canada may reduce or terminate any payment under the grant agreement in response to the reduction of appropriations or departmental funding levels in respect of transfer payments, the program under which the grant agreement was made or otherwise, as evidenced by any appropriation act or the government’s main or supplementary estimates expenditures. Canada will not be liable for any direct, indirect, consequential, exemplary or punitive damages, regardless of the form of action, whether in contract, tort or otherwise, arising from any such reduction or termination of funding.
6. Public Acknowledgement of Funding

The Applicant agrees that:
a) its name, the grant amount awarded and the general nature of the activities supported by the grant may be made publicly available by Canada;
b) it will be required to recognize Canada’s funding in all of its public communications related to the R & D Project by including the following text:
This R & D Project was supported by a grant from Transport Canada’s Clean Rail Academic Grant Program.	
7. Audit
The Applicant agrees that the Auditor General of Canada may, at Canada’s cost, after consultation with the applicant conduct an inquiry under the authority of subsection 7.1(1) of the Auditor General Act in relation to the use of grant. For the purposes of any such inquiry undertaken by the Auditor General, the applicant will provide, upon request and in a timely manner, to the Auditor General or its designated representative,	
a) all records held by the applicant, or by its agents or third parties relating to the grant agreement and the use of the funds; and 
b) such further information and explanations as the Auditor General, or its designated representative, may request relating to any of the grant agreement or the use of the funds.
		
8. Indemnification 
The Applicant will at all times indemnify and save harmless Canada, its officers, servants, employees or agents, from and against all actions, whether in contract, tort, or otherwise, claims and demands, losses, costs, damages, actions, suits or other proceedings by whomsoever brought or prosecuted in any manner based upon, or occasioned by any injury to persons, damage to or loss or destruction of property, economic loss or infringement of rights caused by, in connection with, or arising directly or indirectly from: (a) the R & D Project; (b)  the performance of the grant agreement or the breach of any term or condition of the grant agreement by the Applicant or third party and their respective officers, servants, employees or agents; (c) any omission or other wilful or negligent act of the applicant or third party and their respective servants, employees, officers, or agents;  or (d) the entering into by the applicant or its officers, servants, employees and agents, of a loan, capital lease or other long term obligation in relation to the R & D Project. 
The Applicant will not be required to indemnify and save harmless Canada, its officers, servants, employees or agents where such claims, demands, losses, costs, damages, actions, suits, or other proceedings relate to the negligence of an officer, servant, employee, or agent of Canada in the performance of his or her duties.

9. Limitation of liability
	
Subject to the Federal Crown Liability and Proceedings Act, Canada, its officers, servants, employees and/or agents shall not be held liable for any injury, including death to any person, or for any loss or damage to property of the applicant or any obligation of the applicant or anyone else, incurred or suffered by the applicant, its officers, servants, employees and/or agents arising directly from: (a) the R & D Project; (b) the performance of the grant agreement or the breach of any term or condition of the grant agreement by the Applicant or third party and their respective officers, servants, employees or agents; (c) any omission or other wilful or negligent act of the Applicant or third party and their respective officers, servants, employees, or agents; or (d) the entering into by the Applicant or its officers, servants, employees or agents, of a loan, capital lease or other long term obligation in relation to the R & D Project.

10. Members of the House of Commons and Senate

No member of the House of Commons or the Senate will be admitted to any share or part of this grant agreement, or to any benefit arising from it, that is not otherwise available to the general public. The Applicant shall promptly inform Canada of the existence of any such situation.

11. No agency, partnership, joint venture, etc.

No provision of the grant agreement and no action by the Parties will establish or be deemed to establish a partnership, joint venture, principal-agent relationship, or employer-employee relationship in any way or for any purpose whatsoever between Canada and the Applicant or between Canada and a third party.
The Applicant agrees not to represent itself, including in any agreement with a third party, as a partner or agent of the Crown.

12. Conflict of Interest

No current or former public servant or public office holder to whom any post-employment, ethics and conflict of interest legislation, guidelines, codes or policies of Canada applies will derive direct benefit from the grant agreement unless the provision or receipt of such benefits is in compliance with such legislation, guidelines, policies or codes. The Applicant will promptly inform Canada of the existence any such situation.


13. Use of Lobbyists

The Applicant warrants to Canada that:
a) any person it has hired, for payment, to speak to or correspond with any employee or other person representing Canada on the applicant’s behalf, concerning any matter relating to the grant under the grant agreement or any benefit hereunder and who is required to be registered pursuant to the Lobbying Act, is registered pursuant to that Act; and, 
b) it has not and will not make a payment or other compensation to any legal entity that is contingent upon or is calculated upon the grant hereunder or negotiating the whole or any part of the terms and conditions of the grant agreement.

14.  	Intellectual Property
All intellectual property that arises in the course of the R & D Project will vest in the Applicant.
The Applicant will obtain the necessary authorizations, as needed, for the implementation of the R & D Project, from third parties who may own the intellectual property rights or other rights in respect of the R & D Project. Canada will assume no liability in respect of claims from any third party in relation to such rights and to the grant agreement.
The applicant grants Canada a non-exclusive, world-wide, fully-paid, and royalty-free licence to reproduce, translate, communicate and publish, in whole or in part, the R & D Project title and abstract provided by the Applicant for the purpose of the Clean Rail Academic Grant Program.

15. 	Compliance with Laws
The Applicant will comply with all applicable laws and regulations and all requirements of all regulatory bodies having jurisdiction over the subject matter of the project.
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