
 

Update to March 18, 2020 Travel Directive:  RE:  Domestic 
Research Travel and Fieldwork 

To:  Lakehead University Faculty Member, 

As the University continues to take steps to help ensure the health and safety of all members of 
our Lakehead community by adhering to advisories and recommendations made by health and 
government authorities, I would like to thank you for your understanding and all you’ve done to 
modify your work and research routines.  

Further to the announcement made on March 18 to not approve “any work-related travel by 
employees until further notice”, please be advised that all research-related domestic travel for 
faculty, students, and research personnel is suspended until further notice.   

If you have any questions, please speak to your supervisor.   

Should research-related domestic travel (e.g. field work) be perceived by a researcher to be 
critical, the Principal Investigator must complete and submit a Domestic Researcher Travel – 
Request for Approval Form. Such a request must first be approved by the faculty member’s 
Dean and then submitted to the Vice-President (Research and Innovation) for final approval. 
Such assessments will be made on case-by-case basis and will be in accordance with provincial 
and federal guidelines that are subject to change with little to no notice. 

All field-based plant, animal and geography research, that involves person-to-person contact 
for collection or analysis is suspended until further notice.  The University cannot guarantee the 
integrity of samples stored offsite until normal access resumes.  The University also recognizes 
that live specimens may be seasonal.  Only critical fieldwork may occur and researchers must 
obtain authorization for the work to proceed by completing the Domestic Research Travel - 
Request for Approval Form.   

The criteria that will be used to determine what constitutes critical fieldwork will be as follows: 

• The time-sensitive nature of the project (i.e. the topic of interest can only be observed, 
measured, evaluated during the spring/summer season), 

• The collection of field-based data is part of a longitudinal study, 
• The field work is on a topic that will contribute to advanced knowledge of COVID-19. 

 
The following conditions must be observed: 
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• The field research can be conducted while complying with social distancing and hygiene 
protocols as required by Thunder Bay and District Health Authority, Government of 
Canada, and Province of Ontario. The following should be considered: 

o Transportation plan 
o Accommodation/lodging plan 

• The project does not require face-to-face interaction with human participants, 
• The project does not require new animals to be cared for in the Animal Care Facility  
• The project does not require travel to remote and rural communities in Northern 

Ontario including Indigenous communities  
• Mitigation plan to return safely from the field if you become ill or injured   

 

In the case where a researcher needs to access laboratories or the greenhouse for analysis of 
samples, they are also required to complete the  Request to Continue Essential Research in on-
campus research laboratories and facilities Form to ensure Security Services is aware of who is 
authorized to access on-campus laboratories or the greenhouse.  Please refer to the VPRI’s 
Message dated March 26, 2020 related to Continuity of Essential Research On-Campus:  
https://www.lakeheadu.ca/research-and-innovation/research-faqs-relating-to-covid-
19/continuity-of-essential-research-on-campus- 
 
For research involving human-subject research please refer to the COVID19 Research Q&A 
Section on Human Subjects: https://www.lakeheadu.ca/research-and-innovation/research-
faqs-relating-to-covid-19/research-faqs-for-covid-19- 

Where research staff are feeling unwell, care should be taken to stay home to prevent 
transmission of any illness.  If COVID-19 is known or suspected, Public Health Ontario protocols 
should be followed. 

Andrew P. Dean, PhD 
Vice-President, Research and Innovation 
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