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RIVERVIEW
HEAITH CENTRE




Alzheimer Centre of Excellence

Call for Research Proposals
Riverview Health Centre is known for its ability to change with the times. Over the years, it has not only responded to the health care needs of the day, but it has also anticipated the needs of the future. The result was, and continues to be, ongoing development and updating of indispensable programs for Manitobans. Today, Riverview Health Centre is a 387-bed rehabilitation and long term care facility that offers progressive programming for patients and residents in both hospital and personal care home units and a day hospital. Its redeveloped complex is one of the first of its kind to incorporate a residential design on an all-encompassing scale. The home-like, nurturing space supports, enhances and complements patients' healing and care.

To improve the quality of care to and lives of persons with advanced dementias, Riverview Health Centre (RHC) will be renovating the units and surrounding grounds designated for residents with advanced Alzheimer’s Disease and other complex dementias.

This renovation offers a unique opportunity to determine the effect of the planned changes on the macro, meso and micro level.  RHC invites multidisciplinary research proposals to examine the pre- and post-renovation impact on residents, their families, and staff providing care.

Current Situation:   A general description of the services provided, as well as the areas to be renovated, can be found at http://www.riverviewhealthcentre.com/index.php/areas-of-specialized-care/special-needs-units. Research teams who wish to tour the facility to gain a broader understanding of the physical and organizational structure of RHC as they prepare their proposal should contact Dr. John Bond (jbond@rhc.mb.ca, 204-478-6215).

Overview of Renovation Plans:  On February 1, 2017, the renovations are scheduled to begin. During the next year, renovations will be made to all resident rooms, common areas and staff areas in the units for residents with advanced Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias. An external, year-round accessible covered walkway will be built, and garden areas developed. State-of-the art technological improvements will be made to enhance the lives of residents and facilitate care by staff members.

Scope of Proposals:  Proposals should consider collection of pre-renovation data during the period of July 1, 2016 to January 31, 2017, and post-renovation data from July 1, 2017 and January 31, 2018. Proposals must include evaluation of both Personal and Environmental variables. “Personal variables” should include (but are not limited to) the effects on the quality of life of residents, work experiences of staff, and perspectives of family members of residents. “Environmental variables” should include (but are not limited to) social interactions, the physical environment, and the technological environment.

Applicant Eligibility: Submissions are requested from multidisciplinary teams of investigators, with at least three disciplines represented. Each team member should relate how their research expertise contributes to the proposal. It is not necessary that applicant teams have worked together on previous investigations.  At least one of the investigators must have an appointment within a university and access to a research ethics board. Applications will be received from Canadian investigators.

As Riverview Health Centre is committed to the education of students and their involvement in research, proposals should outline significant roles for graduate student and/or post-doctoral involvement; as such, proposals should be submitted with an intention of subsequent (or simultaneous) submission to Mitacs (http://www.mitacs.ca/en/programs/accelerate). 

The Proposal: The written proposal should be submitted using the Riverview Health Centre Alzheimer Centre of Excellence Research Grant application. Attach additional pages as needed to explain the roles of each of the individual on the investigative team. On Part C, Qualifications and Experience for each team member please be sure to cite only publications of relevance to the project submission; curriculum vitae are not acceptable, nor will they be circulated to committee members reviewing submissions. Applications must describe the roles of students/trainees on the project.

This call for proposals is silent to the amount of funds available for the project. Therefore it is essential that all items within the budgets be definitively and clearly justified. Additional pages for budget justification are permitted, as needed.

Proposals should be sure to contain a timeline that includes milestones and deliverables.

After initial reviews are completed by the assessment committee, investigative teams of the highest ranking proposals (to a maximum of three teams) will be invited to make an oral presentation to the assessment committee. This will provide an opportunity for teams to highlight the most significant aspects of their proposals, and respond to questions about their proposal.

Approval from an ethics review board is not necessary at the time of application, but must be completed before any data are collected.

Publication Opportunities:  It is recognized that there is a period of time between completion of data collection from the pre-renovation phase and initiation data collection of post-renovation phase (February 1, 2017 – January 30, 2018). The successful applicants are granted permission to publish the preliminary data, prior to completion of the project, as well as results obtained subsequent to renovation completion.

Proposal Deadline: Proposals should be submitted as a single pdf to Dr. John Bond, Advisor Research and Applied Learning, Riverview Health Centre (jbond@rhc.mb.ca) not later than May 31, 2016. Oral presentations will be conducted in mid-June, 2016, and a final decision will be made, with initial release of funds, by July 1, 2016.
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