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Programs Reviewed
Undergraduate Programs
· Honours BA program 
· Three and four year BA programs 
· Three year BA program in Economics and Mathematics 

Undergraduate Science Programs: 
· Honours BSc program 
· Three and four year BSc programs 
· Three year BSc program in Mathematics and Physics 

Undergraduate Concurrent Education Programs: 
· HBABed and HBScBEd programs - PJ and IS levels 
· BABEd and BScBEd programs - PJ and IS levels 

Minor in Mathematics 

Graduate Programs: 
· MSc  (Thesis)
· MSc (Course-based)

Executive Summary
In accordance with the Lakehead University Institutional Quality Assurance Process (IQAP) and the Ontario Quality Assurance Framework (QAF), the Department of Mathematical Sciences submitted a self-study (September 2019).  Volume I presented the undergraduate and graduate program descriptions and outcomes, an analytical assessment of the programs, and program information along with institutional information and statistical data. Volume II provided course syllabi. Volume III provided the CVs for core faculty and contract lecturers contributing to the delivery of the programs.
The Review Team for this cyclical program review included two external reviewers and one internal reviewer selected by the Senate Academic Quality Assurance Sub-Committee (SAC-QA) from a set of proposed reviewers. The reviewers examined materials and completed a two-day site visit on November 22 – November 23, 2018. The site visit included meetings with the Provost and Vice-President (Academic), Deputy Provost, Dean of Science and Environmental Studies, the Chair of the Department of Mathematical Sciences, the Associate Vice-President (Research and Graduate Studies), the Vice-Provost (International), the University Librarian and Liaison Librarian, full-time, tenure-track faculty members, a group of undergraduate students, and a group of graduate students and alumni. The Review Team toured the Thunder Bay campus including classrooms, offices, the Chancellor Paterson Library including the Teaching Commons and Northern Studies Research Centre (fifth floor). 
In their report (January 2019), the Review Team provided feedback that describes how the programs delivered by the Department of Mathematical Sciences meet the Quality Assurance Framework evaluation criteria and align with the University mission, strategic plan and academic plan. The Review Team noted that the programs are of high quality and offer students a regionally connected and learner-centred experience supported by the full-time faculty members and highly qualified contract lecturers.
At the undergraduate and graduate level, students must meet the standard University admission policies which are appropriate for the Program Learning Outcomes.  Curriculum structure and delivery, and teaching and assessment methods are appropriate, are aligned with comparable programs across Canada at the undergraduate and graduate level, reflect the current state of the discipline, and are effective in preparing graduates to meet defined program outcomes and the University’s Undergraduate and Graduate Degree Level Expectations.  

The Review Team noted several strengths of the Department of Mathematical Sciences programs and summarized them as follows:
· The key strength of the program is the high quality of the faculty; their expertise and dedication to research, teaching, and outreach. We commend them for the active role they take in student learning, particularly in the provision of reading courses and their active supervision of undergraduate as well as graduate research projects. The undergraduate honours seminar course (MATH 4301) provides an exceptional opportunity to students to obtain a deep understanding of mathematics and to learn and practice oral and written communication skills.
· The Statistical Service Committee provides opportunities for upper level students to gain consulting experiences, enhancing career opportunities.

Responses to the Review Team were received from the Chair of the Department of Mathematical Sciences (March 2019), and the Dean of the Faculty of Science and Environmental Studies (February 2026).  
A Final Assessment Report (FAR) has been prepared to provide a synthesis of the external evaluation and internal response to the recommendations.  This report identifies the significant strengths of the program, the opportunities for program improvement and enhancement, and sets out and prioritizes the recommendations that have been selected for implementation.

Implementation Plan - Example 
Recommendation Priority 1 
Concerning recommendation 2 “End the practice of having externally reviewed master’s thesis”

Actions for Implementation
· Initiate discussion with FGS about ending the practice of external review of MSc theses because this is not common and past cyclical reviews have noted this.

Role/Person responsible for implementation
· Chair and grad coordinator

Timeline
· Spring 2026


Recommendation Priority 2 
Concerning recommendation 10 “Create an additional teaching stream position”

Actions for Implementation
· Submit a proposal for this position to the Dean’s office and Dean brings proposal forward to Provost

Role/Person responsible for implementation
· Chair and Dean

Timeline
· Complete and the position has been filled (2024)
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