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Subject: Report of the Senate Organization Committee

The Senate Organization Committee met on June 21st, 2011 to consider a number of 
items including:

1. Revised terms of reference for Senate Nominations Committee.
The committee approved the following terms of reference:

1. The responsibilities of the Senate Nominations Committee are to make 
recommendations for the filling of all positions on Senate standing 
committees which are held by faculty members, except for the 
Nominations Committee which is the responsibility of the Senate 
Executive Committee.
2. The Senate Nominations Committee will make recommendations 
based on Interest to Serve responses received by the University 
Secretariat Office and the Senate approved “Faculty Membership on 
Senate Committees” policy that states “the faculty membership on 
Senate Committees reflect the Faculties of the University”.
3. In accordance with Article XIII (58) of the Senate by-laws the 
Senate Nominations Committee will recommend faculty 
appointments to committees when vacancies are created through 
sabbaticals or any kind of leave of absence.
3. 4. The principle of renewal on standing committees is affirmed with 
the proviso that members seeking a second consecutive term may have 
to compete with other nominees, and that no third consecutive term is 
permitted. (October 27, 1992 resolution of Senate)
4. 5. To avoid possible conflicts of interest, members of the Committee 
shall abstain from voting for candidates for other Senate Committees to 
which the members of the Committee belong. (April 1, 2005 resolution of 
Senate).
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5. Sabbaticants shall be replaced for the duration of their standing 
committee terms. (April 1991 resolution of Senate Executive) (October 
27, 1992 resolution of Senate)

2. Revised terms of reference for Senate Honorary Degrees Committee.
The committee approved the following changes to the terms of reference:

i) Add to Composition:
4. The Registrar
5. One member of the Alumni Association Board of Directors, elected 
by Senate on the recommendation of the Alumni Association Board 
Executive.

ii) Changes to Terms of Office:
1. ex officio
2. two-year terms (renewable) three-year terms (renewable)
3. one-year term (renewable)
4. ex officio, non-voting
5. one-year term (renewable)

ii) Changes to Organization:
1. Chair: to be elected annually by the Committee from among those 
members holding academic appointment
2. Secretary: Executive Secretary to the President Governance Office 
Assistant
3. Administrative Office: Office of the President University Secretariat

3. Revised terms of reference for Senate Undergraduate Studies Committee.
The committee approved changes to the composition of the committee:
6. Co-ordinator of the Office of Academic Advising (non-voting)
6. Director of Student Success Centre (non voting).

The Senate Organization Committee makes the following recommendations to Senate:

MOVED that the changes to the Terms of Reference for the Senate Nominations 
Committee as outlined above be approved.

MOVED that the changes to the Terms of Reference for the Senate Honorary 
Degrees Committee as outlined above be approved.

MOVED that the changes to the Terms of Reference for the Senate Undergraduate 
Studies Committee as outlined above be approved.

Mark Gallagher, Chair.


