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Achieving Excellence in Teaching, Learning, and Research 
New CASES building will inspire top-tier research and innovation 
The grand opening of Lakehead University’s new Centre for 
Advanced Studies in Engineering and Sciences (CASES) on Friday, 
Nov. 30 was a prelude to the exciting moments that will occur in the 
new state-of the art facility for many years to come. 
The opening featured a ribbon cutting and tours of the attractive 
offices, labs, and state-of-the-art equipment. Four of Lakehead’s 
newest Canada Research Chairs, three research support units, the 
Faculty of Graduate Studies and more than seven leading research 
programs and laboratories are located in the 42,000-square-foot 
building, which is LEED Gold certified and cost more than $26.2 
million to design, construct, and equip. 
Click here to view media release... 

 
NOSM hires new Dean 

On January 8, the Northern Ontario School of Medicine (NOSM) announced the appointment of 
Dr. Sarita Verma as Dean and CEO of NOSM effective July 1, 2019. The NOSM Board of 
Directors unanimously approved the appointment on December 12, 2018. Dr. Verma is currently 
Vice President, Education at the Association of Faculties of Medicine of Canada (AFMC) and 
until January 2016, was Associate Vice-Provost, Relations with Health Care Institutions and 
Special Advisor to the Dean of Medicine at the University of Toronto. Formerly the Deputy Dean 
of the Faculty of Medicine (2008-2015) and Associate Vice-Provost, Health Professions 
Education (2010-2015), she is a family physician who originally trained as a lawyer at the 
University of Ottawa (1981) and later completed her medical degree at McMaster University 
(1991). Dr. Verma will become NOSM’s second Dean and CEO after Dr. Roger Strasser leaves 
the role on June 30, 2019. 

Click here to view media release... 
 

https://www.nosm.ca/2019/01/08/nosm-announces-incoming-dean-and-ceo/
https://www.lakeheadu.ca/about/news-and-events/news/archive/2018/node/49563
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Humanities 101’s Fall 2018 Convocation (Lakehead University Thunder Bay) 
On December 13, graduates of the Humanities 101 
program in Thunder Bay gathered to celebrate their 
successes. Surrounded by their classmates, family, 
friends, professors and the President of Lakehead 
University, Dr. Moira McPherson, students were 
recognized for their achievements in Humanities 101, 
an innovative Lakehead University program aimed at 
removing barriers to higher education experiences for 
people willing to explore new ideas.  

Recent graduate, Marc Mullo, expressed his experience 
with Humanities 101: 

"This excellent opportunity to help further my education was definitely worth it, the staff and mentors are 
engaging and friendly. I learned more than I thought I would from these informative lectures and caring 
professors. You're never too old to still learn, and this program certainly accommodates anyone looking to 
express themselves and enhance their self-esteem. As a new graduate, I will look back fondly on these three 
months, and my time spent together with my classmates, and now even a few new acquaintances. Life is a 
journey, and this program will continue to help improve the lives of everyone that enrols in and completes it. 
My immense thanks go out to you all, and may your future endeavours help continue to define who you really 
are in an ever-changing world. 
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Extend Community Engagement and Outreach 
2017/2018 Annual Reports to our Communities a success 
On November 28 in Thunder Bay, and on December 5 in Orillia, Lakehead University hosted guests for our best 
annual Reports to the Community, ever. The theme of Lakehead University’s 2017/2018 Report to the Community   
was Engage. Explore. Excel. 
Complete with displays hosted by students and researchers from 
both campuses, an interactive website, and an exceptional annual 
report video, both luncheon events were attended by our highest 
numbers of community and partners’ representatives. 
 
Click here to view Lakehead Thunder Bay’s media release...  
Click here to view Lakehead Orillia’s media release... 
Click here to view our 2017-2018 Annual Report website...  
Click here to view the 2017-2018 Annual Report video... 

 
 
 
  

https://www.lakeheadu.ca/about/news-and-events/news/archive/2018/node/49541
https://openyourworld.ca/
https://youtu.be/2Il7e3V779A
https://www.lakeheadu.ca/about/news-and-events/news/archive/2018/node/49618


 
 
 

               President’s Report to Senate  •  January 2019 
 
 

4 

Preview Day introduces prospective students to university life 
On December 4, high school students and those interested in learning more about postsecondary education attended 
our annual Fall Preview Day open house at Lakehead University Thunder Bay. Visitors were in for an exciting day of 
exploration and discovery, open to all future students who want to learn more about the Lakehead experience while 
meeting their future professors and current students. 
Click here to view media release... 

 
Hats off to Lakehead University’s Giving Tuesday donors 
On Giving Tuesday (November 27), Lakehead University’s alumni and friends invested a record $63,001.10 to support 
the University’s students. Since first participating in 2016, Lakehead University’s Giving Tuesday initiatives have 
generated $162,215.10 for student financial aid. A special thank you to the Alumni Association of Lakehead University, 
which matched the first $25,000 in gifts. 
Click here to view media release... 
 
 

Lakehead Orillia institutes campus ban on 
disposable water bottles 

Lakehead University Orillia has phased out the sale of bottled 
water on campus. 
The move to stop the sale of bottled water was announced on 
Jan 10 at Lakehead Orillia by Principal Dr. Dean Jobin-
Bevans. As the winter semester begins, single-use bottled 
water will no longer be available in the cafeteria, kiosk or 
vending machines on campus. Students will also be 
encouraged to refrain from bringing single- use, disposable 
bottles on campus and to switch to reusable bottles. 
Click here to view media release... 

https://www.lakeheadu.ca/about/news-and-events/news/archive/2018/node/49589
https://www.lakeheadu.ca/about/news-and-events/news/archive/2019/node/49859
https://www.lakeheadu.ca/about/news-and-events/news/archive/2018/node/49483
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Expand our International Reach 
Research & Innovation Team Visits German Universities and STEMM Conference 
Dr. Andrew P. Dean, Vice-President Research and Innovation recently toured universities in Germany to pursue 
research and student exchange partnership opportunities. Anne Klymenko, Director, Research Services and Jill 
Sherman, International Research Facilitator accompanied Dr. Dean on visits to Beuth University of Applied Sciences, 
Deggendorf Institute of Technology, Pforzheim University, and Stuttgart University. 

The trio also attended the Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics and Medicine (STEMM) Equality Congress 
2018 in Amsterdam, where they presented a poster, Implementing a Government Mandated Equity, Diversity, and 
Inclusion (EDI) Strategy at a Small Canadian University. The two-day conference explored worldwide equality, 
diversity and inclusion strategies, policies and practices in STEMM. As mandated by the Canada Research Chair 
(CRC) program, Lakehead University published a CRC Institutional Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Plan in December 
2017. The plan is available here. 

https://www.lakeheadu.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/111/CRC%20EDI%20Plan%20Update%20Dec%2015_2018_updated_final_.pdf



