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JOINT SENATE COMMITTEE FOR NOSM

Report and Submission to the Lakehead and Laurentian University Senates
Chair: Dr. Céline Lariviere (Laurentian University)

April 12, 2019

On April 12, 2019, the Joint Senate Committee met for a special meeting. This report summarizes the items
presented and the recommendations approved by the Committee.

For Information:

o QC Master of Medical Studies (MSS) program approval letter was submitted in the meeting package for
information as a follow up on last year’s approvals. No action is required.

e The Committee received the recommendations from the Lakehead Senate Organization Committee for changes to
the terms of reference. This item was deferred to the next meeting for review and approval.

The following recommendation is submitted for approval:
Recommendation #1 — Revised 2019-2020 UME Calendar of Academic Events and the MEDS 5885 course

description

MOVED the revised 2019-2020 UME Calendar of Academic Events and the MEDS 5885 course description be
approved as presented.

SUPPORTING MATERIALS:
e Revised 2019-2020 UME Program Calendar of Academic Events, clean version (for approval)
e Revised 2019-2020 UME Program Calendar of Academic Events, track changes version (for information)
e MEDS 5335 Course Description (for approval)

Background:

Approved at Academic Council on April 11, 2019
Approved at Joint Senate Committee on April 12, 2019

Following graduation from the MD program students must undertake further study in a Postgraduate program
e.g. Family Medicine. Entry into these programs is by way of the ‘CaRMS match’ (Canadian Residency
Matching Service) which pairs students with a Postgraduate (Residency) program. Although unlikely, it is
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possible that, after two iterations of the CaRMS process, students do not match into any Postgraduate
program even though they have successfully completed the MD program. The consequence of this is that they
must wait an entire year before re-applying to Postgraduate programs. Importantly, once graduated out of
the MD program they cannot undertake any more clinical training as they are not enrolled students. This may
result in them being even less likely to match in the next CaRMS process because they have been out of clinical
learning for a year. As such, failure to match is an extremely significant negative outcome for the student
which disrupts their career development and leads to much uncertainty and anxiety. In recent years the
number of unmatched students has risen in Canada due to a misalignment between undergraduate and
postgraduate enrollment numbers.

At many other medical schools, the unmatched student can request to delay graduation and enter into a fifth
year of study in the MD program during which they undertake further ‘elective’ learning experiences which
will make them more desirable candidates for Postgraduate programs and hence increase the likelihood that
they match in next CaRMS process. Currently NOSM has no such option available which this proposed change
will remedy.

By way of this motion, UMEC is recommending a significant change to the NOSM UME program by adding a
fifth-year option for students who remain unmatched to a Postgraduate program after the second iteration of
the CaRMS match.

KEY CONSIDERATIONS/POINTS:
To establish the fifth year, Academic Council must make two modifications:
1. The UME Calendar of Academic Events for 2019-2020 must be amended to incorporate a fifth year.

2. A new course (MEDS 5885 — Clinical Skills Enrichment) must be created for the student to register into.
The course requires that the student successfully complete a series of electives and is similar to the
electives undertaken by students in Year 4 of the MD program. The new course will be governed by
the MD program Theme 5 (clerkship) Committee who will set the criteria for the type and duration of
electives.

Academic Council should note that students can only register in MEDS 5885 if they are promoted into Year 5
by the Student Assessment and Promotions Committee of the MD program. To do so, the SAPC will ensure
that ALL of the following conditions have been met:

(i) The student has successfully completed Year 4 of the UME MD program.

(i) The student has participated in both iterations of the CaRMS process including attending interviews
when invited.

(iii) The student has failed to match into a Postgraduate Residency program.

(iv) the student elects to not graduate from the MD program at the end of their 4" year.

Given these requirements, enrollment into MEDS 5885 will not be open to all students and will only occur
rarely given that, to-date, all NOSM students have successfully matched.

On the recommendation of the NOSM Students Records and Electives Officer the registration for the course
will begin on April 12%, the day after the CaRMS 2™ iteration results are released. Students can register in the
Year at any point after SAPC has promoted them to Year 5 which will begin on April 20™". Students will have
until May 20" to withdraw from the MEDS 5885 course. This allows students sufficient time to apply for
electives using the usual process, be accepted, and then complete the electives before the deadline that all
documents must be submitted for the next CaRMS application on November 20" 2019. Following that date no
electives may be included in the students CaRMS application. The student may engage in further non-
mandatory electives (known as Special Educational Experiences) for the remainder of the year which may



include clinical, service learning, or research & teaching experiences. To allow this Year 5 will have the same
end date as Year 4, namely April 24™ 2020.

Finally, the tuition fee will be set on a cost-recovery basis and will be recommended by the NOSM Budget
committee and, ultimately, approved by the NOSM Board.

NEXT STEPS:
Once approval has been obtained from all bodies, the Secretary to the Board and Academic Council will inform

the UME Administrative Coordinator.
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2019-2020 UME CALENDAR OF ACADEMIC EVENTS

Year 5 — Optional electives year for students not matched to a
residency program after successfully completing Year 4 of the UME
MD Program

Begins April 11, 2019

Year 4 (E2015) Program begins

April 15, 2019

August 26, 2019 Year 3 Program begins

September 03, 2019 (Tuesday) Year 1 Program begins

September 09, 2019 Year 2 Program begins

December 20, 2019 Last day of instruction before Winter Recess
December 23, 2019 to January 03, 2020 | \Vinter Recessforall class years

March 16 to March 20, 2020 Years. 1, 2 Reading Week

Late May/Early June 2020 (Date TBA) Lakehead University Convocation/MD Hooding Ceremony

Late May/Early June 2020 (Date TBA) Laurentian University Convocation/MD Hooding Ceremony

<%Important Note to Students: Weeks include all holidays. You may be required to work during those holidays,

please correspond with your coordinator or other authority to confirm if you are required to be present on those
specific dates.

DO NOT REMOVE THIS VERSION RECORD FROM THIS DOCUMENT
Version Date Authors/Comments/Amendments/Approvals
1.0 2018 09 06 Approved by UMEC
2018 09 27 Approved by AC
201810 19 Approved by Joint Senate
20181119 Approved by Lakehead Senate
201811 20 Approved by Laurentian Senate
2.0 20190124 Revised to add Year 5 to the Program
2019 02 07 Approved by UMEC




Medicine 5885 Clinical Skills Enrichment -«

An in-depth experiential exploration of the medical specialties and sub-specialties, and
research of the human sciences, through a series of electives. Elective experiences are
structured educational opportunities that allow medical students to explore the
specialties and sub-specialties of medicine as well as explore their career options.
Electives must be a minimum of two weeks in duration although one-week electives
may be approved under special circumstances. Successful completion of Clinical Skills
Enrichment is accomplished by obtaining a mark of PASS in all electives.

Pre-requisite for MEDS 5885: Enrollment into this course is limited to students who
have successfully completed Year 4 of the UME MD Program and have applied to
Postgraduate Residency Programs through the Canadian Residency Matching Service
(CaRMS) in both iterations, have attended interviews if invited, and who have failed to
match to any residency training position.

DO NOT REMOVE THIS VERSION RECORD FROM THIS DOCUMENT

Version Date Authors/Comments

Drafted by Interim Associate Dean UME (BRosS)

10 2019 01 First iteration of the course description for a proposed 5th year of
) the UME Program; an elective year, for unmatched students

2019 02 07 Approved by UMEC


http://csdc.lakeheadu.ca/Catalog/ViewCatalog.aspx?pageid=viewcatalog&topicgroupid=23257&topicid=45788&loaduseredits=True

Northern Ontario
School of Medicine

Ecole de médecine
du Nord de I'Ontario
VN <PUzb
L™PP- A A doA?

2019-2020 UME CALENDAR OF ACADEMIC EVENTS

Beqins April 11, 2019 Year 5 — Optional electives year for students not matched to a

MD Program

Cc ted [BR1]: the day after the second iteration of

| residency program after successfully completing Year 4 of the UME| the 2019 R-1 Main Residency Match to the last day of

the CaRMS interview process for the 2020 match

April 15, 2019

Year 4 (E2015) Program begins

August 26, 2019

Year 3 Program begins

September 03, 2019 (Tuesday)

Year 1 Program begins

September 09, 2019

Year 2 Program begins

December 20, 2019

Last day of instruction before Winter Recess

December 23, 2019 to January

03, 2020 Winter Recess for all class years

March 16 to March 20, 2020

Years_ 1, 2 Reading Week

Late May/Early June 2020 (Date TBA)

Late May/Early June 2020 (Date TBA) Laurentian University Convocation/MD Hooding Ceremony (}E%

%’Important Note to Students: Weeks include all holidays. You may be required to work during those holidays,

please correspond with your coordinator or other authority to confirm if you are required to be present on those

specific dates.

Lakehead University Convocation/MD Hooding Ceremony (E2016) | Commented [JD2]: I've removed (E2016) because that

students are graduating at this time does not automatically
mean they entered the program in 2016

Commented [JD3]: Same comment as above }

DO NOT REMOVE THIS VERSION RECORD FROM THIS DOCUMENT

Version Date Authors/Comments/Amendments/Approvals
1.0 2018 09.06 Approved by UMEC

2018 09 27 Approved by AC

2018 10 19 Approved by Joint Senate

20181119 Approved by Lakehead Senate

2018 11 20 Approved by Laurentian Senate
2.0 201901 24 Revised to add Year 5 to the Program

2019 02 07 Approved by UMEC
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ONTARIO UNIVERSITIES
COUNCIL on QUALITY ASSURANCE

August 24, 2018 INFORMATION ONLY

Dr. Serge Demers

Interim Provost and Vice-President Academic
Laurentian University

Sudbury, ON P3E 2C6

Dr. David Barnett

Acting Provost and Vice-President, Academic
Lakehead University

Thunder Bay, ON P7B 5E1

Dear Dr. Demers and Dr. Barnett:

| am pleased to let you know that the Quality Council, at its meeting of August 24, 2018,
accepted the recommendation of the Appraisal Committee that the proposed joint Master of
Medical Studies (MMS) program at Lakehead University and Laurentian University be
Approved to Commence.

As described in section 2.3.5 of the Quality Assurance Framework (QAF), your universities are
now able to post information about this decision on their respective website and make offers of
admission to the program, subject to any further approval processes within Laurentian and
Lakehead. The announcement of the program’s approval will also be posted on the Quality
Council’s website, and MTCU and OCAYV will be informed (in accordance with Section 2.3.5 of
the QAF).

Three subsequent institutional processes from the QAF are described below for your
information:

2.4.1 Firstcyclical review

The first cyclical review for any new program must be conducted no more
than eight years after the date of the program’s initial enrolment and
normally in accordance with the university’s program review schedule.

2.4.2 Implementation window

After a new program is approved to commence, the program will begin
within thirty-six months of that date of approval; otherwise the approval
will lapse.

180 Dundas Street West, Suvite 1800, Toronto, Ontario M5G 178

phone: 416-979-2165 | fax: 416-979-8635 | email: info@oucga.ca | www.oucga.ca
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2.4.3 Monitoring
The IQAP will ensure monitoring of new programs.

Yours sincerely

Y

Paul W. Gooch
Chair
cc: Nancy Luckai, Deputy Provost, Lakehead University

Alan Harrison, Ontario Universities Council on Quality Assurance
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