Lakehead University

Department of Sociology

Sociology 5811 WA – Research Seminar

Fridays 11-30-2:30

Ryan Building 2044

Instructor: Dr. Thomas Dunk

Course Objectives
This course aims to assist graduate students in the preparation of their research proposal for either the research paper or the MA thesis. It is a forum for discussion of the methodological issues involved in planning a research project. The specific content of many of the seminars will depend upon the interests and projects the students intend to undertake towards the completion of their research paper or MA thesis. However, the following issues and themes will be covered.

· how to identify a research topic, question, or hypothesis

· how to operationalize key concepts 

· data sources and/or data collection techniques

· the benefits and drawbacks of different research methodologies

· sample selection and sampling issues

· ethical issues and ethical review procedures

· form and content of a research proposal

· presentation of the research proposal

Note: It is imperative that students be proactive in thinking about practical research projects and in communicating with their supervisor and committee members at every stage of this course.

A more general objective of this course is to help students develop skills relevant for writing proposals and grant applications. These are skills with broad applicability, relevant to a range of academic, government, and private sector employment.

Course Organization and Structure
The course will run as a seminar. Students must come to each class fully prepared to discuss assigned readings and to make brief presentations on aspects of their proposals. Several classes will involve students presenting short written assignments to the class. The readings for each week will be determined partly on the basis of student projects, research methods, and other issues.  There are a number of good general texts on research methods that can be consulted, although a number of readings will come from Ted Palys, Research Decisions: Qualitative and Quantitative Perspectives, Third Edition (Scarborough: Thomson Nelson, 2003).

Marks will be determined as follows:

· Seminar participation: 20 percent

· Short written assignments: 20 percent

· Written Research Proposal: 40 percent

· Public Presentation of Proposal: 20 percent

Schedule

January 5: Introductions and Planning

January 12: Identifying a Research Topic, Question or Hypothesis

January 19: (No class but work on literature review)

January 26: Data Sources or data collection techniques

February 2: Selecting Research Methodologies

February 9: Operationalizing Concepts 

February 16: Sampling Issues

March 2: Research Ethics (the issues)

March 9: Research Ethics (the process)

March 16: Form and content of a research proposal

March 23: Discussion of draft proposals

March 30: The Dos and Don’ts of public presentations

