Sociology 5811- Research Seminar - Winter 2008
Thursdays 2:30 - 5:30   RB 3023
Dr. Rachel Ariss

RB 2043   343-8792   rariss@lakeheadu.ca
Office Hours: Monday 12:30 – 2:00 p.m.

Course Description and Objectives:  

This course will consider the contributions of and the integration of various theoretical and methodological approaches to sociological inquiry. These considerations are meant to give you a ‘big picture’ as well as some practical guidance in developing your research proposal. In order to get the most out of this course, you must be prepared for class with readings and assignments which we will exchange and discuss in class. All of you have something to contribute to each other and something to learn from each other - the wide variety of your topics can only make your experience of intellectual community richer.

Course Materials:  

Robert R. Alford, The Craft of Inquiry: Theories, Methods, Evidence. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998 - available at LU bookstore.
The following articles available on MyCourseLink (WebCT)

Rachel Ariss,” ‘Bring Out Your Dead’: Law, Memory and Human Remains” (2004)   Canadian Journal of Law and Society 19(1): 33 – 54.  

Marlene Brant Castellano, “Ethics of Aboriginal Research” (2004) Journal of Aboriginal Health January 2004: 98-114.
Lakehead University Research Ethics Guidelines 

Tri-Council Research Ethics 

CIHR Guidelines for Health Research Involving Aboriginal People

The following articles on reserve

Linda Tuhawi Smith, “On Tricky Ground: Researching the Native in the Age of Uncertainty” in The Sage Handbook of Qualitative Research (3rd ed.), 2005 pp. 85-107. 

A list of helpful resources on reserve in library will be handed out next week. The TBA articles will be announced shortly.

Course Assignments:

There are a number of small writing assignments in this class, culminating with your research proposal. Practicing writing develops writing and self-editing skills. I will mark each one, including the proposal and brown-bag presentation. You should be working with your supervisor on the proposal and your supervisor has the final say.

Description of area of research - what is the problem you would like to study? (2 pages)
/ 10 – due January 17th
Research Question     / 10 – due January 24th
List of Potential Resources  and Themes from Literature Review (minimum of 15 sources for list, minimum 6 pp. for themes)
/ 20 – due February 14th
Oral Presentation on Description of Method and Rationale    / 10 -  due March 13th

Final written proposal, approx. 15 – 20 pp.
/ 30 – due mid-April

Final brown-bag presentation

/ 20 – mid-April

Class Reading and Assignment Schedule – Please note – the second half of the class is flexible depending on the progress being made on proposals, and questions that have arisen in the first half
January 10 - Introduction

· Introduction to Alford’s book

· What stage are you at in your research project? Do you have a supervisor?

January 17 

– Read pages 1 - 25 of Alford (introduction, chapter one and most of chapter two)

· Write Description of area of research – what is the problem or phenomenon you would like to study? (2 pages) Pay attention to section entitled ‘Selecting a Problem’ p. 24 – 25 of Alford. 

· Discuss description of research as above. 
· Bring enough copies of your description of research for all class participants
January 24 

· Read pages 25 – 31 of Alford beginning at “Research Questions as Entry Points”.

· Read over your classmates’ descriptions from last week - in class we will discuss everyone’s research descriptions and research Q’s

· Using your description of area of research, write up a few research questions – can you condense them into one ultimate question?  – add a one-page explanation of how you arrived at your research questions ie: why are those Q’s important to you? How do they help you define your research? – do you have any Q’s or comments for them?
· Bring enough copies of your research question for all class participants
January 31 – 

· Read chapters 3 and 5 of Alford of Alford and read Rachel Ariss,” ‘Bring Out Your Dead’: Law, Memory and Human Remains” – on WebCT

· For Discussion: Apply Alford’s model to this article – can you categorize the different arguments in this article? What is theory and what is evidence? Are they connected or divorced? How? 

· In this class I will explain how I constructed this article in relation to Alford’s discussion of research question, exploring themes, the construction of arguments as well as the writing process. This is an open discussion of one example of the process of research and writing. Please feel free to develop your own critique of how I approached this work, its strengths and weaknesses and ask questions of my explanations!

February 7 – 

· No class. Read chs. 4 and 6 of Alford. Work on written assignments for next week.

February 14 - 

· Write list of potential resources to class to hand in to me; these should be loosely grouped into categories and a minimum of ten sources must be accompanied by a brief explanation of how that source relates to the development of your research question(s) and argument. 

· Write about Alford’s categorization of arguments – do these help you understand what the authors of your sources are doing?

· Has your exploration of these sources shifted or developed your research question in any way?

· Write up the themes you expect to explore in answering your research questions, with reference to your resource list. Hand it in to me. This is the backbone of your literature review

· Write answers to the following and be prepared to discuss in class: 

· Do any of these themes suggest the kinds of arguments you will use to explain your research and answer your research question?

· Does your exploration of themes shape or change your research question in any way?

· I will explain common structures for research proposals
Reading Break!

February 28 – Research Issues: Reflexivity (readings TBA)

March 6 – Research Issues: Research with Indigenous Peoples

Read: Castellano, “Ethics of Aboriginal Research” – MyCourseLink
Smith, “On Tricky Ground: Researching the Native in the Age of Uncertainty” in Norman K. Denzin and Yvonna S. Lincoln, eds. The Sage Handbook of Qualitative Research 3rd ed., 2005 – on reserve 
March 13 – 
Oral presentation: What is your research method? Prepare a 5-minute presentation about your research method, how it relates to your research questions and why it is appropriate for your research questions. Use sources to support your method and why you are using it. Discuss: Does preparing the method shape or develop your research question in any way? How and why?

Review chs. 4 and 6 of Alford for discussion
March 20 

– No class
March 27 – Research Issues: Feminist Research (readings TBA)
April 3 – Research Issues: Ethics


Read: Lakehead University Research Ethics Guidelines

Tri-Council Research Ethics Guidelines

CIHR Guidelines for Health Research Involving Aboriginal People

Reading – article - TBA

Discuss: Connect these guidelines with the current article and/or previous articles
