
L A K E H E A D   U N I V E R S I T Y   O R I L L I A 
 

2009 – 2010  COURSE OUTLINE  **FALL TERM** 
 

SOCI 2221 YAO: CRIMINOLOGY 
 
Times: Wednesdays, 7-10pm   Instructor: Prof. K. Marcellus 
Location: HP 0004     Office Location: HP0012 
       Office Hours: Wed. 2:30-4:30; 
         Thurs 10-11 
       Email: kcmarcel@lakeheadu.ca 
 

Course Overview: 
 
This course will examine crime, criminology, and victimization from a sociological 
point of view, relying in particular on the ‘Criminal Event’ perspective (which 
contextualizes crime, its precursors and aftermath in a broader social framework) 
to explain the relationships between social life and crime. The goal of the course 
is to encourage students to understand the social contributors and outcomes of 
criminal events, and to be able to explain these through in-class and online 
discussions and written assignments. 
 
Required Materials: 
 
Key Text: Sacco, V.F. and L.W. Kennedy (2008) The Criminal Event: An 
Introduction to Criminology in Canada. 4th Ed. Toronto: Nelson.  [available at 
Manticore Books; abbreviated as ‘S+K’ in the Course Schedule] 
 
Other Materials (Dates noted in the Course Schedule below)  
 
Beauchamp, D. (2008) “Sexual Orientation and Victimization 2004,” Canadian 
Centre for Justice Statistics Profile Series. Catalogue no. 85F0033M. 
 
Brzozowski, J.-A., A. Taylor-Butts and S. Johnson (2006) “Victimization and 
offending among the Aboriginal population in Canada,” Jursitat: Canadian Centre 
for Justice Statistics 26(3): 1-31. 
 
de Leseleuc, S. and J.-A. Brzozowski (2006) “Victimization and Offending in 
Canada’s Territories 2004 and 2005,” Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics 
Profile Series. Catalogue no. 85F0033MIE. 
 
Nagin, D. and G. Pogarsky (2003) “An Experimental Investigation of Deterrence: 
Cheating, Self-Serving Bias, and Impulsivity,” Criminology 41(1): 167-193. 
 
Perrault, S. (2008) “Visible Minorities and Victimization 2004,” Canadian Centre 
for Justice Statistics Profile Series. Catalogue no. 85F0033MIE. 



 
Savoie, J. (2008) “Analysis of the Spatial Distribution of Crime in Canada: 
Summary of Major Trends 1999, 2001, 2003 and 2006,” Crime and Justice 
Research Paper Series: Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics. No. 15.  
 
Seffrin, P., P. Giordano, W. Manning and M. Longmore (2009) “The Influence of 
Dating Relationships on Friendship Networks, Identity Development, and 
Delinquency,” Justice Quarterly 26(2): 238-267.  
 
Students are responsible for acquiring these materials for their own use. Many 
are from Statistics Canada; visit www.statcan.gc.ca and look under “Publications” 
for the relevant title. Others are available through a search of the online journal 
databases accessible through the University Library’s website. 
 
Students are also responsible for familiarizing themselves with WebCT in order 
to effectively participate in this course. Discussion boards, a copy of this outline, 
suggestions for success, details about assignments, slides from our meetings, 
and other materials will be available on the WebCT site for this course. 
 

Evaluation Scheme (Full Year): 
 
Participation: 20%  (10% per term) 
 
Assignment 1: 20%  (See details below; Due at the beginning of class, 25 Nov., 
2009) 
 
Midterm Examination: 20%  (Date to be scheduled by the University during the 
December exam period; Format will include multiple choice, short answer, and 
long answer questions) 
 
Assignment 2: 20%   (Details and due date to accompany Winter Term Outline) 
 
Final Examination: 20% (Date to be scheduled by the University during the April 
exam period; Format will include multiple choice, short answer, and long answer 
questions) 
 
Course Schedule: 
 
DATE   TOPIC          ASSIGNED READING 
 
16 Sept.  Introduction and Overview   None. 
 
23 Sept.  Defining and Talking about 

Criminology S+K 2-17.  
 
30 Sept.  Theories and Concepts of Crime  S+K 18-32. 



 
07 Oct.  The Criminal Event I: Offenders 

And Victims S+K 34-50; 
Brzozowski,  
Taylor-Butts, 
and Johnson 2006. 

 
14 Oct.  The Criminal Event II: Police  

And Settings S+K 50-67; Savoie 
2008. 

 
21 Oct.  Researching Criminal Events I:  

Observations, Surveys, Reports S+K 68-86; de 
Leseleuc and 
Brzozowski 2006. 

 
28 Oct.  Researching Criminal Events II:  

Victimization, Crime Rates, Risk S+K 86-106; 
Beauchamp 2008 
or Perrault 2008. 

 
04 Nov.  Criminological Theories and Approaches 
    To Explaining Physical and  
    Psychological Indicators of  
    Criminality    S+K 110-129. 
 
11 Nov.  Social and Cultural Factors and   
    Criminal Motivation   S+K 129-148. 
 
18 Nov. Social Control and Conformity  S+K 150-168;      

      Seffrin et al. 2009. 
 
25 Nov. The Deterrence Doctrine   S+K 168-179; 

      Nagin and  
      Pogarsky 2003. 

 
02 Dec  Mid-term Review    None. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Other Important Dates: 
 
DATE   WHAT’S HAPPENING       
   
07 Oct.  Last day to have Assignment 1 depiction approved 
    
25 Nov.  Assignment 1 due at the beginning of class 
 
02 Dec.  Winter Term outline distributed in class and available online 
 
06 Jan.  First class of Winter term; Assignment 1 returned 
 
08 Feb.  Last day to withdraw from Full year courses without 
    academic penalty 
 
More Information About… 
 
Participation: In-class – stories of interest, contributing to discussions; Online – 
items of interest, questions emailed to instructor for discussion in class or online, 
WebCT engagement with course materials and other course participants 
 
Requesting a Re-evaluation of Course Work/Challenging A Grade: You may do 
this after a 24-hour ‘cooling-off’ period following the release of a grade. You must 
provide a roughly one-page write-up outlining specifically why you would like your 
grade to be revisited. I reserve the right to lower the grade if, upon re-
examination, this is warranted. If we are unable to resolve the dispute, students 
have the right to formally appeal a grade through set University guidelines, found 
here: http://policies.lakeheadu.ca/policy.php?pid=116 
 
Getting Information about the Course: Check your LakeheadU email account 
regularly to get information about this course (changes to the schedule, last-
minute cancellations, Proposal feedback, etc.). You will also need to use this to 
access the course readings through the library and to access the WebCT 
components of the course. 
 
Communicating with the Instructor: All email to the instructor regarding this 
course must originate from your LU email account and should include the course 
number (SOCI 3811FAO) in the subject line. I do my best to respond to email 
within a 24-hour period (usually much faster) but will not respond to email or 
WebCT issues on weekends. I suggest making use of the ‘Does Anyone Know…’ 
discussion board on WebCT to get answers to questions from fellow course 
participants (and periodically from me); use the ‘Anonymous Feedback’ board to 
provide me with comments about the course – I will be able to see the comment 
but not who wrote it. Please feel free to stop by during my office hours; if you 
need to make an appointment at another time, email me to set something up. 
 



 
Assignment One Details: 
 
Date Due: 25 Nov. 2009 at the beginning of class (NOTE: Late submissions will 
be penalized at 2% per day to a maximum of 10 days including weekends, and 
may not be returned to students on the same day as assignments submitted on 
time. If you must submit late, email a .pdf copy of the assignment to me in 
addition to handing in a hard copy ASAP.) 
 
**Formatting information and other tips for writing a good paper will be posted on 
WebCT along with the grading scheme. Review the information, follow the 
suggestions, and visit the Writing Centre to make sure you write the best paper 
possible.** 
 
Your Task: Choose a popular depiction (historical or contemporary; real or 
fictional) of crime, criminality and/or victimization. Write a 7 to 10 page essay 
analysing your chosen depiction by applying at least 5 of the concepts from the 
course listed below. Your essay should demonstrate an understanding of the 
criminal event approach; that is, that there is a social context (lead-up, event, and 
after-math) to any crime. Be sure to explain each concept and how it applies to 
your depiction. Your choice of depiction must be approved by the instructor no 
later than the beginning of class 07 October 2009. 
 
References: Your paper should properly reference relevant course materials 
(S+K and other readings), your chosen depiction, and at least 6 other scholarly 
sources, such as journal articles, books, conference papers, and the like. You 
may also employ popular sources (interviews with the maker of the depiction, 
reviews, magazine/newspaper articles, etc.) to support your argument in addition 
to your scholarly materials. 
 
Whatever referencing format you use, always include the following information:  
 -Author(s) name, last name first 
 -Year of publication 
 -Title 
 -Publisher 
 -Volume and issue information, if using a journal article 
 -Page numbers, if using an individual article or chapter in an edited 
  collection 
 
*If in doubt, use the References section at the end of S+K or any of the other 
course materials as a guide.* 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Concepts (choose from at least 3 groups; items separated by a ‘/’ count as one): 
GROUP A: Crime Media Characteristics; Myths (urban and crime); Individual 
Accountability; Mala in se/Mala prohibita; Consensus Theory; Conflict Theory; 
Feminist Approach; Battered Woman Syndrome; Social Control  
 
GROUP B: Criminal Event; Excuse/Justification; Victimless Crime; Victim 
Perceptions; Proactive/Reactive Policing; Police Involvement in Defining Criminal 
Events; Setting of Criminal Events; Offender Characteristics/Perceptions 
 
GROUP C: Crime Funnel; Direct/Experimental Observation; Victimization 
Survey; Offender/Self-Reports; Telescoping; Patterns of Female Victimization; 
Domestic and Sexual Assault; Race/Ethnicity and Crime; Hate Crime; Crime 
Rates; Ecological Position 
 
GROUP D: Classical School; Hedonism; Atavism; Positivist School; 
Biocriminological Explanations of Criminal Motivation; Learning Disabilities and 
Juvenile Delinquency; Psychopathy/Sociopathy; Merton’s Paradigm of Deviant 
Behaviour; Frustrated Ambitions; Anomie Theory; Status Deprivation; 
Legitimate/Illegitimate Means; Criminal/Conflict/Retreatist Patterns; Strain 
Theory; General Strain Theory; Differential Association; Focal Concerns; 
Subculture of Violence; Culture of Competition; Subterranean Values; 
Neutralization Theory/Techniques of Neutralization;  
 
GROUP E: Informal/Formal Social Control; Containment Theory; Control Theory; 
Theory of the Bond; General Theory of Crime; Power-Control Theory; 
Interactional Theory of Delinquency; Labelling Theory; Differential Coercion 
Theory; Control Balance Theory; Life Course Perspective; Social 
Disorganization; Crime and Social Capital; General/Specific Deterrence; 
Properties of Deterrence; Rational Choice Theories; Commitment/Attachment 
Costs 
 
*If there is a concept from the course not listed here that you would like to use, 
contact the instructor for approval.* 
 
Last but not least: Choose something that you’re interested in and be sure to get 
in touch with the instructor if you have questions. 
 
 


