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Welcome!

Welcome to Graduate Studies in Sociology at Lakehead University, where you can study for the M.A. in Sociology, the Collaborative Masters with Specialization in Gerontology, the Collaborative Masters with Specialization in Women’s Studies, or the M.A. with a Graduate Diploma in Health Services and Policy Research. For each of these degrees, you enter the research paper stream, but may apply to enter the MA thesis stream in the first term of your studies.

 

Commonly Asked Questions
How long can I expect to spend completing my program?

You are allowed to take 2 full years (including summer terms) to complete your program, and provided that you organize your time appropriately, you should not have difficulty finishing within the allotted time period.  Past experience shows that students who take on full-time jobs outside of the university have an extremely difficult time keeping commitments.

 

In cases of unforeseen circumstances, you are allowed to ask for an extension.  Be advised, however, that the granting of extensions is ultimately up to the Senate Graduate Studies Committee (SGSC), and you will only be given an extension if you are able to convince SGSC of your intention to finish in a timely manner.

What is the difference between a thesis and a research paper?

Every thesis and research paper is different.  Typically, however, a thesis is approximately 100 pages long, while a research paper is 40-60 pages long.

 

A thesis is an in-depth analysis of a narrowly-defined topic.  For a thesis, most (but not all) students collect “primary data.”  To write a thesis, you must first write a thesis proposal and orally present your proposal to the department.  If you plan to collect data through interviews or other interactive means, you must also get approval from the Research Ethics Board.  After you gain these approvals you can begin working on collecting data for your thesis.  Once you have completed a final draft to the satisfaction of your thesis committee (normally composed of your supervisor and 2 other full-time faculty members in the Sociology Department), your thesis will be sent to an external (a faculty member from a different university) examiner for review and critical comment.  Depending on the comments of the external examiner, you may be required to make changes to your thesis.  When these changes are made to the satisfaction of all examiners, your thesis is complete.

 

A research paper is a rigorous exploration of a particular topic.  For a research paper, most students do not collect “primary data” (but some do).  Rather, you are expected to write an original paper that reviews and critiques the sociological literature on a particular topic.  Before you begin, you must orally present your research paper plans to the department.  Once you have completed a final draft to the satisfaction of your research paper committee (normally composed of your supervisor and 2 other full-time faculty members in the Sociology Department), you will be examined by your committee along with a faculty member from a different department at Lakehead University (the “internal external”).  After this oral examination, you may be required to make changes to your paper.  When these changes are made to the satisfaction of the examining committee, your research paper is complete.

Does it take longer to write a thesis than a research paper?

Every student’s experience is different in terms of how long it takes for completion.  As a very rough guide, however, you can expect to spend approximately 12 months working on your thesis (from proposal writing to data collection to writing to final draft), and approximately 9 months working on your research paper.

What are the advantages of writing a thesis versus a research paper?

Strictly speaking, there is no advantage.  If you plan to go on to study for a Ph.D., however, you might find that the experience of writing a thesis for your M.A. can make it easier to face the prospect of writing a Ph.D. dissertation.  In terms of gaining entry into a Ph.D. program, however, there does not appear to be any advantage to having written a thesis versus a research paper.

 

Nevertheless, working on a thesis provides a supervised opportunity to practice using different research methods, to learn a more in depth and independent approach to research, and a thesis can potentially even lead to publishable material.  This option is ideal for students with a strong background in sociology who wish to work in a concentrated area and develop research skills. Ultimately, the choice of a thesis or research paper depends on your own interests.

What if at first I decide on the thesis option and then later change my mind?

No problem, just tell your supervisor, and be prepared to take extra courses. You can even change from the research paper to the thesis option, but this is not advisable because of all the extra work you would have to do.

What courses do I need to take?

All students are required to take Sociology 5111: Problems and Issues in Sociology, as well as either Sociology 5112: Quantitative Sociology or 5113: Qualitative Methods.  Students in the Collaborate Master’s in Gerontology or Collaborate Master’s in Women’s Studies have additional requirements. Further, students in Women’s Studies are not required to take Sociology 5112 or Sociology 5113 due to the methods requirements of the Women’s Studies specialty.
 

As well, additional requirements may be specified in your offer of admission.  For example, if you did not complete an advanced sociological theory or research methods course at the undergraduate level, your offer of admission may also specify that you are required to complete a 4th year course in either theory or methods.  In all cases, your offer of admission will specify any additional requirements.

 

Beyond these requirements, you are free to choose the courses that you want to take, although in all cases, this is best done in consultation with your advisor.

 

With the permission of your advisor and the Graduate Studies Coordinator, you are allowed to substitute a 4th year course(s) for the equivalent of one full graduate course (2 half courses).

How many courses should I take each term?

Graduate courses are more demanding than undergraduate courses.  You will be expected to complete a significant amount of reading for each course, and depending on the professor, you may also be expected to make several seminar presentations and lead discussions.  So that your experience is not overwhelming, it would be best to plan on taking 2 graduate courses per term.  In any case, you should not plan on taking more than 3 courses per term.

What kind of average do I need to maintain?

Graduate students must maintain at least an overall B average (70%), but a grade of C (60%) is allowed in a maximum of one full course (2 half courses).  A mark of less than 60% in any course used towards a graduate degree constitutes failure.  Course marks below 50% are unacceptable and a student with such a mark in any course will NOT be permitted to continue in the program.

Can I defer completion of course work?

No, unless there are exceptional circumstances.  You are required to have all course work completed by the time the course ends.

How do I choose an advisor/supervisor?

When you were accepted into the program, you were assigned an interim advisor who is a full-time faculty member.  You should contact your interim advisor before classes begin to discuss whether you plan to choose the thesis or research paper option, and to discuss which courses you should take.  This person will remain your interim advisor until you choose your thesis or research paper supervisor.  You are free to ask your interim advisor to be your supervisor, or ask a different full-time faculty member.

 

Should you later decide that you would be happier working with someone else as your supervisor, you are free to change supervisors, provided that your new choice is willing to act as your supervisor. You should consult with your supervisor for advice on who to approach to be on your thesis or research paper committee.

How often should I be in touch with my supervisor?

Minimally, you need to be in touch with your supervisor at the beginning of each term to discuss your plans.  Do not wait for your supervisor to contact you; you are expected to take responsibility for initiating contact.  A meeting may not be necessary, but at least telephone or e-mail contact is expected.

 

A survey of graduate students in 2001 yielded the following comment about being in touch with your supervisor:

 

I find it very beneficial to have regularly scheduled meetings with my thesis advisor to keep things in perspective and to have some sort of deadlines for proceeding through the thesis.  It just helps psychologically to have to report on progress.  In addition it simply is very useful to discuss findings with my advisor.  I am here to learn after all and I enjoy discussions with faculty.
What kind of job can I get when I finish my MA?

The possibilities are endless, but 2 books you might want to check out are:

 

Lambert, Stephen. GREAT JOBS FOR SOCIOLOGY MAJORS.  Chicago: VGM Career Horizons NTC Pub Group, 1997.

 

Stephens, W. Richard Jr. CAREERS IN SOCIOLOGY.  Boston and Toronto: Allyn and Bacon, 1999.

 

Both are in the LU library.

