Cultures of Computing

SOCI-3751-FA

Wednesday, Friday 08:30AM - 10:00AM, ATAC Building, Room 2015

Dr. Gary Genosko

genosko@lakeheadu.ca
tel. ext. 8391

office Ryan 2039

office hour 10:15-11:15 Wednesday

This class uses literature, film, historical and sociological materials to study phreaks, geeks, hackers, programmers, virus writers, and googlers, among other fauna from the wired world. The emphasis will be on understanding sub- and counter-technocultures.  

Required Books 

William Gibson, Pattern Recognition
Michael Calce and Craig Silverman, Mafiaboy

Jean-Noël Jeanneney, Google and the Myth of Universal Knowledge
All other materials (articles and chapters) will be on reserve in the library or available online.

Class Organization

Wednesday’s class will consist of a lecture and discussion. Most Fridays will be dedicated to a film screening. 

Assignments

Term Paper (10 page essay) 50% Due Nov. 25

Film Review  (7 page essay) 30% Due Nov 11

Annotated Bibliography (20%) Oct 30

Overview of topics

Friday Sept 11. Outline

Wed Sept 16 Bletchley Park

Friday Sept 18. Punched-Cards

Wed Sept 23 IT Revolution 

Fri Sept 25 Gibsonian Themes 1. Computer and Calculator Collectors

Wed Sept 30 GT 2. Stephen King’s Wang, ZX-81, eBay 

Fri Oct 2 Screening [partial] of 2001: A Space Odyssey
Wed Oct 7 From HAL to Deep Blue 

Fri Oct 9 Screening of Sneakers
Wed Oct 14 Phreak Culture

Fri Oct 16 Screening of War Games 

Wed Oct 21 Hacker Culture

Fri Oct 23 Screening of Hackers
Wed Oct 28 Hacker Style and Substance

Fri Oct 30 Screening of Tron
Wed Nov 4 Cyberpunk

Fri Oct 6 Screening of Johnny Mnemonic
Wed Nov 11 Canada Hacks: Mafiaboy 1 

Fri Nov 13  CH: Mafiaboy 2

Wed Nov 18 YIPL and TAP: Term Paper

Fri Nov 20 TP Continued

Wed Nov 25 Wearable Computers

Fri Nov 27 Bugs and Viruses

Wed Dec 2 Google 

Lakehead University Statement on Academic Dishonesty

The University takes a most serious view of offences against academic honesty such as plagiarism, cheating and impersonation. Penalties for dealing with such offences will be strictly enforced.

A copy of the "Code of Student Behaviour and Disciplinary Procedures" including sections on plagiarism and other forms of misconduct may be obtained from the Office of the Registrar.

The following rules shall govern the treatment of candidates who have been found guilty of attempting to obtain academic credit dishonestly.

(a) The minimum penalty for a candidate found guilty of plagiarism, or of cheating on any part of a course will be a zero for the work concerned.

(b) A candidate found guilty of cheating on a formal examination or a test, or of serious or repeated plagiarism, or of unofficially obtaining a copy of an examination paper before the examination is scheduled to be written, will receive zero for the course and may be expelled from the University.

Students disciplined under the Code of Student Behaviour and Disciplinary Procedures may appeal their case through the Judicial Panel.

Note: "Plagiarism" shall be deemed to include:

1. Plagiarism of ideas as where an idea of an author or speaker is incorporated into the body of an assignment as though it were the writer's idea, i.e. no credit is given the person through referencing or footnoting or endnoting.

2. Plagiarism of words occurs when phrases, sentences, tables or illustrations of an author or speaker are incorporated into the body of a writer's own, i.e. no quotations or indentations (depending on the format followed) are present but referencing or footnoting or endnoting is given.

3. Plagiarism of ideas and words as where words and an idea(s) of an author or speaker are incorporated into the body of a written assignment as though they were the writer's own words and ideas, i.e. no quotations or indentations (depending on format followed) are present and no referencing or footnoting or endnoting is given.

List of Readings

Friday Sept 11. No readings

Wed Sept 16 Bletchley Park

Jack Good, “Enigma and Fish,” in Codebreakers: The Inside Story of Bletchley Park, eds. F.H. Hinsley and A. Stripp, Oxford: OUP, 1993, pp. 148-66.

Friday Sept 18. Punched-Cards

Martin Campbell-Kelly, “Punched-Card Machinery,” in Computing Before Computers, ed. W. Aspray, Ames: Iowa State University, 1990, pp. 122-55. 

Wed Sept 23 IT Revolution

Manuel Castells, “The Information Technology Revolution,” in The Information Age, vol. 1: The Rise of the Network Society, Oxford: Blackwell, 2000, pp. 28-76. 

Fri Sept 25 Gibsonian Themes 1. Computer and Calculator Collectors

Wed Sept 30 GT 2. Stephen King’s Wang, ZX-81, eBay

William Gibson, Pattern Recognition
Fri Oct 2 Screening [partial] of 2001: A Space Odyssey
Wed Oct 7 From HAL to Deep Blue

Daniel C. Dennett, “When HAL Kills, Who’s to Blame? Computer Ethics,” in HAL’s Legacy, ed. David G. Stork, Cambridge: MIT, 1997, pp. 351-65. 

Jean Baudrillard, “Deep Blue or the Computer’s Melancholia,” in Screened Out, trans. C. Turner, London: Verso, 2002, pp. 160-65. 

 Fri Oct 9 Screening of Sneakers

Wed Oct 14 Phreak Culture

Ron Rosenbaum, “Secrets of the Little Blue Box,” Esquire (October 1971): 117-26. 

Steven Levy, “Woz,” in Hackers, New York: Penguin, 1994, pp. 244-67. 

Fri Oct 16 Screening of War Games 

Wed Oct 21 Hacker Culture

Andrew Ross, “Hacking Away at the Counterculture,” in Technoculture, eds. C. Penley and A. Ross, Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1991, pp. 107-34. 

Douglas Thomas, “Hacker Culture,” in Hacker Culture, Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2002, pp. 5-46. 

Fri Oct 23 Screening of Hackers

Wed Oct 28 Hacker Style and Substance

Paul A. Taylor, “Editorial: Hacktivism,” The Semiotic Review of Books 12/1: (2001): 1-4). http://www.chass.utoronto.ca/epc/srb/srb/Hacktivism.html

Fri Oct 30 Screening of Tron

Wed Nov 4 Cyberpunk

David Tomas, “The Technophilic Body: On Technicity in William Gibson’s Cyborg Culture,” in The Cybercultures Reader, eds. D. Bell and B.M. Kennedy, London: Routledge, 2000, pp. 175-89. 

William Gibson, “Johnny Mnemonic,” in Burning Chrome, New York: Ace, 1986, 1-22. 

Fri Nov 6 Screening of Johnny Mnemonic

Wed Nov 11 Canada Hacks: Mafiaboy 1 

Fri Nov 13  CH: Mafiaboy 2

Calce and Silverman, Mafiaboy
Gary Genosko, “Learning from Mafiaboy,” UNB Law Journal LVI (2007): 16-21. 

Wed Nov 18 YIPL and TAP: Term Paper

Fri Nov 20 TP Continued

Pdf of YIPL and Tap newsletters

Wed Nov 25 Wearable Computers [Online discussion]

Steve Mann and Hal Niedzviecki, “A Brief History of the Wearable Computer,” in Cyborg, Toronto: Doubleday, 2001, pp. 55-75. 

Gary Genosko, “(Im)possible Exchanges: The Arts of Counter-Surveillance,” in Canadian Cultural Poesis, eds. G. Shebert, A. Gérin, S. Petty, Waterloo: Wilfrid Laurier Press, 2006, pp.31-50. 

Fri Nov 27 Bugs and Viruses [Online discussion]

Fred R. Shapiro, “Etymology of the Computer Bug: History and Folklore,” American Speech 62/4 (1987): 376-78. 

Jussi Parikka, “Fear and Security: From Bugs to Worms,” in Digital Contagions, New York: Peter Lang, 2007, pp. 33-118.

Wed Dec 2 Google 

Jean-Noël Jeanneney, Google and the Myth of Universal Knowledge, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2007. 

