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EXPERIENCES WITH THE ONTARIO
BASIC INCOME PILOT IN THUNDER BAY

Timeline of Basic Income in
Canada

Progressive Conservative
Premier John Robarts
advocates for basic
income

New Democratic Party
start "MINCOME" in

‘ Manitoba

Progressive
Conservative
Premier cancels

"MINCOME"

N
/N

Dr. Evelyn Forget
studies impact of
"MINCOME"

Ontario Liberals
announce interest
in basic income

Progressive Conservative
Senator Hugh Segal writes
discussion paper
supporting basic income

Progressive
Conservative Leader
Patrick Brown promises

not to cancel if elected

OBIP starts in
Hamilton, Lindsay,
Thunder Bay in April,
2018

RN

Progressive Conservative
Premier Ford cancels
OBIP after campaigning
to keep the program

Last payment for
OBIP on 31 March
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What Was the Ontario Basic

Income Pilot?

A program providing a minimum income
for eligible Ontarians

Individuals were issued $16,989 per year
Couples were issued $24,027 per year
Recipients with disabilities were eligible for
an extra $6000 per year

The main sites for this program were
Hamilton, Lindsay and Thunder Bay

The program was intended to run from
2018-2021

The program was cancelled prematurely in
2018 with the last payment made in
March, 2019




WHAT PEOPLE SAID
ABOUT THE
ONTARIO BASIC
INCOME PILOT?

Recipients Had More Money
For Basic Needs

"It was just nice not to stress about buying the
simplest things. And not having to worry about
paying my bills. Like | had an appliance break
down and | was able to get a loan. And | was
able to start paying that off...and knowing that if
| was given a prescription for something, | didn't
have to worry if | could afford it because | could."

"My disposable income was
basically disposed of [before
basic income]"

Recipients Planned to Improve
Education and Employment

‘ "Like | wanted to start a
business once | graduated and
\ | would have the money to pay
for dues...[in addition] if | was
on a basic income...I could use

the money from basic income
for the start up fees"

"And basic income was like, this is what your life could
look like with a bit more and got me thinking like, how =

can | continue getting this a little bit more after basic *

income? Which is why | kind of started working towards
my high school because it got me thinking."



WHAT PEOPLE
SAID ABOUT THE
CANCELLATION
OF THE OBIP
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*THE ABOVE ARE GENERAL TERMS RECIPIENTS USED TO
DESCRIBE THEIR DISABILITIES AND HEALTH CONDITIONS




OTHER THINGS RECIPIENTS TOLD US

&

This brochure is a snapshot of the study. For more information contact Dr.
R. Gokani, Assistant Professor, Lakehead University, rgokani@lakeheadu.ca




