
 

 

 

 

Dr. Derek H. Burney (Chancellor, 2013-2017); 

Derek H. Burney was born in Fort William, Thunder Bay, Ontario, Dr. Burney continues to 

enjoy a noteworthy career in public service and the private sector. He married his Port Arthur 

sweetheart, Joan Peden, and together they have raised four boys. 

 

He is currently Senior Strategic Advisor to Norton Rose Canada LLP. He is Chairman of 

GardaWorld’s International Advisory Board, a Director of TransCanada Pipelines Limited, a 

Governor of the Ottawa Hospital Board of Governors and a member of the Advisory Board of 

Paradigm Capital Inc. 

 

Dr. Burney was President and Chief Executive Officer of CAE Inc. from October 1999 until 

August 2004. Prior to joining CAE, Dr. Burney was Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of 

Bell Canada International Inc. (1993-1999). Dr. Burney’s assignment as Canada’s 

Ambassador to the United States culminated a distinguished thirty-year career in the Canadian 
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Foreign Service, during which he completed a variety of assignments at home and abroad, 

including a period as a Deputy Minister of External Affairs. 

 

From March 1987 to January 1989, Dr. Burney served as Chief of Staff to the Prime Minister. 

He was directly involved in the negotiation of the Canada-U.S. Free Trade Agreement. He was 

the Prime Minister's personal representative (Sherpa) in the preparations for the Houston 

(1990), London (1991) and Munich (1992) G-7 Economic Summits.. 

 

Please contact the University Secretariat if you require this information in another format: 

 

Open: Monday through Friday from 8:30am to 4:30pm; 

Location: University Centre, Thunder Bay Campus, Room UC2002; 

Phone: 807-346-7929 or Email: univsec@lakeheadu.ca. 
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